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I'^iK  liu-  .1  line  l!M  li.  1  7  '  '. 


IIAIM  |  (         CONN. : 
Prb88  of  Tiik  Cask,  Lockwood  »fc  IIiiainaiu>  Compant 
1888. 


TIm'  (Jciirial  Association  of  ( 'oiiiKrlicut,  at  it,**  iini«liii^  in  K<M-k. 
villr.  .Imir  J  I.  1SS7.  api-oiiii,-.!  Mt^ssrs.  K.  H.  Ilillanl.  ,1.  ILTwirli. 
ell.  ami  I''.  S.  Ilat<-li  a  coiiimilt*'!'  to  ask  the  (m-iutjiI  ( 'mifrmicf  to 
puMisli  tin-  iiiamisci  ipt  Miiiutrs  t»f  t lir  (  M-iirral  A ss4 M-iat ion.  a  r«i|>y 
which  is  «h-i)ositc.|  in  M»Mno|-ial  Hall. 

At  the  su^;j:cstion  of  this  coininittcr,  the  ticnrral  ( 'onfrirnc*-,  on 
the  9tli  of  NovcihIkt  ft)ll()\vin;;,  pas^rcl  this  rcsohitin!!  at  its  nwvl. 
ui;;  in  M iihllctown  :  i3^5^'~)2 

"  J^eso/red,  That  it  is  <iesiral)lo  that  tlio  uiii»uMisluH|  nrtinls  of 
the  General  Association  of  ('(Hinectient  l»e  |)ul»lishc«l  ;  and  it  is 
heivby  order»*iI  tliat  they  b*^  j)ul»lislHMl  under  the  su|H«rintendence 
of  a  coinniittt'e  to  Im' aj)jM»intcd  l»y  tiu*  (H-neral  Conference,  in  such 
way  as  it  shall  ))rovid(>  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  minutes  so  |iui>- 
lished  hv  furnislied  to  every  ( 'on^f relational  minister,  and  every 
Con^re<rational  church  in  the  State." 

Messrs.  Lavalctte  I'crrin.  William  DeL.  Love.  .Ir..  and  ('harle« 
II.  (Mark,  were  apjM)inted  a  crunmittee  to  execute  tiiis  n'solution. 

This  coniniittei^  in  Ci»nsuItation  ai^retni  upon  a  lit<*ral  tninscript 
of  the  records,  retaining  a.s  much  as  |M»ssible  the  ixfuliarities  of 
the  times  as  inilicat«Hl  hy  the  re<  »)nl  Ixxtk  itself,  and  assi^m'<l  the 
la]>or  of  preparing  for  the  press,  and  executing'  tin-  <l.  f,i!l-  ..f  l  uK- 
lication,  to  their  chairnnui. 

Tlie  result  is  •liven  in  the  v«)lume  n<»w  pr<»sento»i  lo  th.*  diurciies. 
iiid  only  a  few  words  of  explanation  arecalle<l  f»»r  in  this  connection. 

Any  one  who  has  made  the  attempt  will  underst4in<l  the  difficulty 
of  transcri))ing  anci<'nt  diKMinients,  so  as  to  retain  the  [MM'uliarities 
»>f  spelling,  punctuation,  and  capitals,  with  <»tln'r  uni(|ue  items 
which  give  the  flavor  of  antitpiity  to  the  text,  and  jMiy  no  defer- 
ence  to  modem  grammatical  rul(»s. 

As  far  as  possil»le  the  editor  has  endeavored  to  retain  the  apfx^ar- 
ance  of  tlie  old  i-econl  lxK)k  in  this  volume. 
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PIIKFACE. 


Tho  Notes,  tlie  Index  of  names,  and  llie  Index  of  topics,  are 
tlie  result  of  no  little  care  and  labor  on  tlie  part  of  tlie  editor,  and 
of  courst!  uic  no  part  of  the  original  Records  as  f<juntl  in  the  liook, 
l)Ut  are  added  to  render  the  volume  more  available  for  ref(*rence. 

Whih^  there  will  be  found  some  errors  an<l  defects  in  the  book, 
it  is  hoped  they  are  not  so  numerous  or  seri«jus  iis  to  hinder  its 
usefulness,  or  pi-ovoke  needless  criticism. 

The  reader  wlio  lias  the  candor  to  place?  iiiiiisclt  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  actors,  will  look  in  vain  through  these  records  for 
marks  of  such  bigotry  as  some  liave  attributed  to  our  fathers.  On 
the  contrary,  the  circumstances  being  duly  considered,  a  sincerity 
and  nobility  of  character  mark  the  doings  here  recorded,  for  which 
all  candid  readers  will  be  tliankful  to  God,  who  gave  us  such  an 
ancestry. 

The  churclios  of  the  State  are  indebted  to  a  few  lil)eral  in<lividu- 
als  and  cliurches,  for  tlie  means  with  wdiich  to  place  these  records 
w  itliin  the  reacli  of  all  wiio  desire  to  consult  them.  The  money 
thus  fi-ecly  given  may  be  i-egarded  as  a  trilnite  to  the  memory  of 
the  fathers,  and  a  boon  to  coming  generations. 

Lavaleite  Pekhi.n. 

Torrinijton,  A  ufj.  13,  ISSS. 


1  738. 


At  a  c(Jii\riili(.ii  ..I  ilir  <iciirial  A.NSoi-ialiun  ..f  tlur  Cdluny 
of  C\)iiiu«i'(icut.at  Stiatlni,!  in  d,,  (  umity  of  Fairlirltl  mi  tin* 
20"'  day  ..f  . I  line  1738 

rit'Miii 

'.  Ml-.  William  Kuniliani.  MimI'. 

Mr.  .lacnii  I IcmiiiLrw ay 
^  Mr.  Saiinu'l  (V»k 

'.    Mr.  llr/rkiall  Cul.l 

.  Mr.  TliKUias  ("lap,  Scriltc 
^    .  M r.  1  lioinas  Kii'jLrh's 
.  Ml.  .\>1iIm  I  \Vno.li.ri.|.L.a' 
\  Ml".  lOlnallian  Wliiliiiaii 
Mr.  I']|>liraini  liost  u  irk 
Mr.  William  Uart. 

Noted    A     l\es<i|\ed.   lliat    llieic  sliall    !•»•  a  ( 'nil  N  elit  inn  ^t^ 

the  ( Jt'iieral  A>sueia(inii  nl  i  Iii>  ('t»iMii\ ,  eniisistiii«r  of  Two  Drl- 
ciratt'S  Irom  i-acli  IVrtieiilar  Associatimi,  to  me.-t  in  tlit*  sm- 
eral  Coimties  surcessivuly  in  the  hdlow  iiiir  (hdfr,  \  '\/.  :  in  the 
Counties  of  F^airliehl,  New  Haven,  Harth)nl,  Windham  A*  New 
London,  »V  at  such  Towns  in  fhe  said  Counties  as  the  Assin  ia- 
tion  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint;  on  the  Third  Tuesihiy 
in  June,  annually  at  eleven  of  the  cloek  in  the  forenoon: 
Whose  Woi  k  A  IJiisiness  aceordinj;  to  our  Aneieiit  Constitu- 
tion A  Ti  art  ice,  is  cV  shall  he,  To  take  eare  of  A*  InsjK'et 
the  (Jencral  State  of  Religion,  to  l*n)mote  I'nity  A  Order  in 
our  Keelesiastical  A  (fairs,  A  to  Rceomniend  to  the  C'onsider- 
ation  of  the  Partienlar  Associations  sueh  matters  A  thinjrs  as 
they  shall  Apprehend  t«)  he  for  the  (Jeneral  (mmkI.  And  thai 
the  Tartieular  Association  in  whose  Bounds  the  (icncral 
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KECORDS  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSOCIATION 


Association  shall  htj  cum ciumI,  sliall  appoint  a  .Minister  to 
Preach  a  l*iiljlic  Lecture  upon  that  Occasion. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  Delegates  of  <'a«  h  perticular  Association 
shall  take  an  Attested  Co])y  of  all  th«i  Acts  wliich  are  Passed 
in  each  perticular  Session  of  the  (Jencral  Association,  & 
deliver  it  to  cadi  perticular  Association  wliich  sent  thcni,  to 
Ije  Recorded  or  Kept  on  File.  And  that  the  Scribe  of  the 
General  Association,  after  he  lias  Entered  tlie  Acts  of  each 
Session  in  the  Book,  shall  ('oii\(*y  the  Book  to  the  Place 
where  the  next  (ieneral  Association  is  Appointed  to  be  Kept. 

This  Association  having  Read  A  Considered  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Holmes'"  Proposals  respecting  Ecclesiastical  affairs,  do 
Recommend  the  same  to  the  Consideration  of  tlie  several 
jierticnlar  Associations,  A  do  Desire  them  to  send  their  Opin- 
ion upon  the  said  Proposals  to  the  next  Oeneral  Association 
—  Whether  would  be  convenient  for  the  Churches  to  come 
into  some  one  or  more  of  them. 

A  Question  Proposed — Whether  the  Infant  Slaves  of 
Christian  Masters  may  be  Baptized  in  their  Master's  Right : 
Provided  they  Suitaldy  Promise  and  Engage  to  briiiu  tlieni 
up  in  the  Ways  of  Religion  V 

Resolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

Another  Question  Proposed  —  Whether  it  is  the  Duty  of 
such  Masters  to  offer  such  Children  A'  to  Promise  as  afore- 
said ?    Resolved  in  the  Athrmative. 

Voted  —  that  it  be  Recommended  to  the  several  perticular 
Associations  to  come  into  a  Resohe,  That  every  Candidate 
for  the  ^linistry,  shall  pass  the  Examination  A  Approbation 
of  the  Association  after  he  has  had  a  Call  to  Settle  in  any 
perticular  Place  within  their  Bounds,  A  some  suitable  time 
iteforc  the  Fast  previous  to  the  Ordination,  A  that  no  Minister 
shall  assist  in  any  Ordination  without  a  Certilicate  That  he 
has  Passed  such  Examination  A  Apj>rol>ation.  Unless  they 
have  come  into  such  a  Resolve  already. 

Voted  That  the  next  Oeneral  Association  shall  be  at  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Whittlesey's  of  AVallingford  in  the  County 
of  New  lla\en. 


OF  Tin:  COLONY  OK  CONNECTICUT. 
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NOTRS. 

'.  IJt'v.  William  I'.iii  iiliam  was  pastor  of  tin*  rliiiroli  in 
Kt'iisiiijloii  IK. Ill  171-  (o  IVoO.    Mo«r  ill  IT^IH  ut  Stnilfonl. 

.  .Ia<  oil   I IcmiiiLrway  was   pastor  of  tin*  rinircli  in 

l/ist  1  lav. '11  l  ioiu  1711  (n  iff)  I.     M(Hr  in  17  l:'.  at  Kaii  1*1.1.1. 

.  Iv.'v.  Sainii.'l  ('.t.ik  was  past. »r  of  tli.-  Kirst  ('Imr.-li  in 
liridir.'porl  from  171;')  to  1717. 

'.  Iv.'V.  Ilc/okiali  (J.il.l  was  pastor  nl  thr  .  Imr.  li  in  Stral- 
f..i-.l  finin  17*20  to  1752. 

.  lu'v.  'I'll. Unas  (Map  was  pasloi-  .>f  tli.*  I'lnir.  li  in  Wind- 
liaiu  fi'oiii  17'J'»  t.»  17^»i>.  II.'  was  call.'.l  fr.nn  this  .  Inir.  li  to 
the  l*n'si<h'n('v  of  Valr  ('ollcir.'. 

R<'v.  Thomas  IJn'j'.irh'S  was  jiaslor  .»f  tiu*  l-'irst  Chnifh 
ill  (iiiilf.ii-.l  from  1  »>!»")  to  17*2S,  A-  Ilcv.  TluMuas  Rii^^lrs  .Ir. 
from  172!'  to  177o.  Mo.!'  in  17«;»;  at  <;nilf..r.l  A  17t»7  at 
Mid  

\  lu'v.  Ashh.'l  \V.).Mlhri.liii' was  past. >r  of  liic  |<'ii>t  Chiii.  li 
in  <  Ilast. 'ninny  fr.im  17'JS  to  17.'>S. 

.  R»'\.  KInatlian  Wliiimaii  was  past. .r  of  t  Im»  2'"',  or  South 
Clmrch  in  Hart  Ion!  fi  .mi  17-'-'  to  1777.  Mod'  in  1772  at 
Wati'rhiir\  . 

\  \lov.  Kphraim  liostwick  was  pastoi-  of  thr  I'ir-t  ('liur.  ji 
in  Greonwi.  h  fi.nn  17^^()  to  174tJ. 

'".  Ut'V.  William  Hart  was  pastor  .»!  ih.-  .-hnrfh  in  Say- 
hrook  fi-om  17)*.»)  to  17 S3. 


1740. 

Att  a  Convi'ntion  ot  the  (J.'ii.  ral  Association  of  tlie  Colony 
of  Connecticut  att  Ilartf.tr.i  .Inn.'  17     17  lo 
rnseiit  — 
Ml-.  Tim  K.l wards  Moil'  ' 
Mr.  Sam    Wondhridire ' 
Mr.  Isaac  Stiles 
_  Ashh'  Woiulhridge,  StTihe  * 

The  Rev.  '  ^  i  oi^  • 

Mr.  r.phr  Little 

Mr.  Jonath    Tar-oii^  ' 

Mr.  Klisha  K.-nt 

Ulr.  Will  iiaylord* 
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I'jMtii  llic  cMiisidrr.-il  idii  uf  y  I  iii|i(nl  aiicc  of  Duly  (jiialifiod 
Persons  ItciiiLi-  iccoiiiuicimIciI  in  I'midi  \  (Jnsj«-|  t^-  jnit  into 
y  Ministry,  ;iii<l  y'  (laiigcrijiis  coiise<iueiice  of  j'  contrary  — 
Voted  (for  lln'  present)  To  Recommend  to  Sucli  particular 
Associations  as  do  nul  practice*  tliem,  tlie  Itnles  for  Kxaniin- 
\\v^  Caiididales  f()i-  tlie  Alinist  i-y  ni^reed  upon  l»y  }"'  (Jeneral 
Association  att  tlieir  (J»>n\ ent i<»n  att  Fairli»'ld  Sept.  4"'  1712. 

Vote(l  y'  for  y'  preventinii-  of  Sneli  Disorders  A'  DiHicnlties 
as  liaveidrrad\  arisen  in  Some  of  oiir  ( '1  lurches,  or  in  case 
of  neii;Iects  ma\  liereafter  arise — It  Ik?  earnestly  recora- 
niended  to  y'  particular  Associations  that  have  not  yet  come 
into  the  practice  To  Keep  close  to  y  Platform  in  calling: 
Ecclesiastical  Decisive  Councils  accordinir  to  y  7"  Article  of 
the  same. 

Voted  y'  the  next  (Jeneral  Association  he  att  y"  Kev.  Mr 
Solomon  Williams's  at  rjcbnnon  on  y  3'  Tuesday  of  June 
Next  att  11  of  y"  clock  A. 

Notes. 

'.  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards  was  the  pastor  of  the  church  in 
South  Windsor  from  1695  to  1755.  He  was  the  father  of 
.lonnthan  Kdwaids,  A-  married  the  daughter  of  the  I^ev.  Solo- 
mon Stoddai'd.    Mod'  in  1740  at  Ifartfoi-d. 

l\cv.  Samuel  Woodlu'idiie  was  pastor  of  the  church  in 
East  ilarthu-d  from  1705  to  1740. 

\  Rev.  Isaac  Stiles  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  North 
Haven  from  1724  to  1760. 

Rev.  Ashhel  Woodhiidne  was  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Glastenbury  from  1728  to  17r)S. 

'.  l\ev.  I^phraim  Little  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  Col- 
chester from  1732  to  17n7.    lie  was  Mod'  in  176-)  at  tiyme. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons  was  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Fiyme,  now  Old  liyiue.  from  1730  to  1745. 

.  Rev,  l<]lisha  Keiil  was  pastor  of  the  chnic  h  in  Newtown 
from  173-J  to  171".. 

L*ev.  William  Cayloi-d  was  pastoi-  of  the  church  in  Wil- 
ton Ironi  173.".  to  17»'»o.     lie  was  Mod'  at  ^\'indIlaIu  in  1751. 


01'  THi:  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 
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1  741  . 

Att  a  Convention  uf  \  \w  (M  in  ral  Associiition  of  the  Colony 
of  (  \)HMe('t icut  ;it  licliaiioii  in  ilic  Cninitv  of  Winilliiuii  nn  fho 
3  '  Tiicsdav  of  .Imie  1711 


ProstMit 

Mr.  Kl.Mzer  Williams,  Mn,i 
Mr.  Stcplu'ii  Sicrl 
Ml",  ."^oluiiioii  Williams 
Mr.  'riiomas  W'liilr 

Kphraim  l/il t Ic  Scrili"' 
Mr.  Gcorjje  iMckwith 
Mr.  Jonathan  To.j.l 
Mr.  .losrpli  Ix'llaiuy 


This  Association  fi^un  what  tho  particular  mcmlM-rs  linii 
aniouir  their  own  jn'ople,  A  from  wliat  thov  lirai-  from  ni\fis 
parts,  being  jieisnaded  that  there  is  great  reason  of  thankful- 
ness to  God  for  an  Kxt  i-aoidifiary  rr\ival  of  religion  in  this 
fiand,  and  bring  sensible  of  thegicat  necessity  of  union, /cal  \ 
Diligence  in  the  ministry  in  order  to  further  tV  <'arry  on  that 
jjreat  iV:  good  uoik,  \'oteil  to  reccominend  it  to  the  particular 
Associations  to  keep  up  frc(|uent  Lectures  in  their  respective 
parishes,  and  to  interchange  their  Labors  \  help  with  one 
another  for  their  mutual  assistance  and  encouragement. 

And  it  appearing  to  us  of  great  Consequence  to  keep  up  A* 
maintain  a  union  in  their  Sentiments  in  the  great  I>octrines 
of  Keligion,  in  order  to  their  liviuL'^  Charitaldy  and  with 
Urol lieilv  alTection  ami  to  prev.-nt  har<l  thoughts  tV  hasty 
Censures  oiiv  of  another,  \'iited  to  iiecounnend  it  to  the  par- 
ticular Associations  to  hv  very  free  to  enform  each  other  of 
their  Sentiments  in  the  great  doctrines  of  Religion,  an. 1  to 
endeavor  to  know  whether  they  are  in  the  .same  way  of 
thinking  on  the  Calvini.ssticall  Doctrines  and  particularly  on 
the  Doctrine  of  Justification,  and  the  nature  of  Conversion 
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aiitl  Kegcnenition ;  and  that  they  l)c  free  in  Conversing 
toiicllier  on  Ivxperinicntal!  I^'li«^i(>n  and  be  agreed  how  far 
the  Christian  hiw  uf  mutual  furhearanee  and  Charity  ought 
to  extend  wilh  respec^t  to  tlic.se  matters.  Ami  'tis  desired 
tliat  tlie  tlioiights  of  each  particular  Association  and  tiie 
net  hod  they  shall  come  into  the  practice  of  hereupon,  be 
comuinni(.'ated  to  the  next  (leneral  Association,  in  order  to  a 
imion  as  far  as  possible  on  thes(.'  heads. 

X'oted  to  be  recommended  to  the  parti<-ular  Associations  to 
take  it  into  their  Serious  Consideration  whether  there  ought 
not  to  be  more  weight  laid  upon  the  matters  transmitted  to 
them  from  the  General  Association  than  has  been  usually 
done  heretofore,  and  whether  if  due  Care  was  taken  about 
these  matters  and  iu  attenihmce  upon  the  meetings  of  the 
General  Association  that  might  n(jt  be  more  useful  and 
Servicable  to  the  great  end  of  its  agreement  or  Constitution. 

\'otcd  that  the  next  (Jeneral  Association  be  at  the  Rev"* 
Mr.  Eliphalet  Adam's  at  New  London  on  the  0  '  Tuesday  of 
June  next  at  eleven  of  the  clock  A.M.,  But  if  he  cannot  con- 
veniently Receive  it,  that  it  be  at  the  Rev''.  Mr.  William 
Worthington's  of  Saybrook  at  the  time  afore  said. 


XOTKS. 

Pastor  at  Manslield  tioiu  ITlo  to  174:2. 
"     at  Tolland  i'rom  1722  to  1758. 
\      "     at  Lel)anon  from  1722  to  177t». 
at  Bolton  from  1725  to  1703. 
"     at  Hamburg  in  Lyme  from  173n  to  1772. 
"     at  East  Guilford  from  173o  to  17!>]. 
at  Bethlem  from  173S  to  17S'l. 


OF  THK  <  OI.ONY  OF  rONNEfTirDT. 
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1  742. 

An  a  ('<>iivriiti..ii  ..f  tlir  C  iM  ial  Assoointion  (»f  tin-  Cnhuiy 
ot"  (yoiiiH'cl  iciil  I  at  Nfu  Loiidoii  .Iiiiir  15:  174J 

Ml-.  I-:ii|.lial.-li  A.ldaiiis  M<MUTator 
Mr.  Stcplu'U  llosiiier 
Ml-.  Sam  '  h«>rranrr 
Mr.  I^'iija"  Colfdii  Serine 
Til.-  Messrs  J   Mr.  'riinina>  RiiLTglrs 

Mr.  Nnali  llnl.art 
Ml-.  I):inirl  \Va.|>\V(.illi 
Ml-.  Tlirnj,lnlu>  Hall 
^  M  I-.  I''|»lii  aiin  Lit!  If 

Tlir  .Mrt'lin«:  was  oju'iuMl  willi  Prayer. 

'i'liis  (ien'  Association  alter  liiiml)lr  addrcs.sinir  oiirsidves 
to  (lod  lor  liis  ldessin«x  ujioii  iis,  and  Pireetioii  to  l»e  ^iven  us 
i]i  all  our  Consultations,  IJeinir  <»f  opinion  tliat  tlic  God  of 
all  Lrrace  has  l»een  mercifully  jjlcased  to  Rcnu'ndjiT  ami  visit 
Ijis  peoplr  l»y  Stiring  up  (ireat  Numbers  among  us  to  a  con- 
cern foi  tluir  Souls,  and  to  be  asking  the  way  to  Zion  with 
tlicir  faces  thitherward,  Whi<  ii  we  desire  to  take  notice  of 
with  rJreat  Thankfulness  to  (iod  the  Father  t»f  Mercies. 

r.cinu  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  great  Enemy  of  Souls 
who  is  ever  icady  with  liis  Devices  to  Cheek  Damp  A-  Destroy 
if  possible  tin  W'oik  of  (i(Kl,  is  very  busy  f«u'  that  purpose, 
We  think  it  oui  duty  to  advis(»  \  Kntreat  the  Ministers  & 
Churches  nf  the  Cnlnuy,  and  recMuinienil  it  ti»  the  Severall 
Associations  to  Stan<l  well  upon  their  guard  in  Such  a  day 
as  this  is  That  no  detriment  «lo  ari.se  to  the  interests  of  our 
great  Lord  A  Master  Jesus  Christ  — 

Particularlv  that  no  Krrors  in  Doctrine  whetlier  from 
among  ourselves  or  foreigners,  nor  disorders  in  pnictice  do 
get  in  anionir  us,  or  tares  he  sown  in  the  Lord's  Field. 

That  seasonable  ami  <lue  t.-stinmny  b.-  borne  against  such 
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Errors  iV  Irrc^iihirities  a,s  doc  already  prevail  aiiioii;^  some 
persons,  As  Parti(;ularly  the  Depending  upon  \  following 
liupulses  &  impressions  made  on  the  mind  as  tli'o  tliey  were 
immediate  Revelations  of  Some  trnth,  or  Duty  tliat  is  not 
Reveal'  in  the  Word  of  (!od  —  Laying  too  mueh  Weight 
upon  Ixxlily  agitations,  Raptures,  Extacies,  Visions  <tc  — 
Ministers  disorderly  intrudinL*"  into  other  Minister's  jjarishes 
—  Laymen  taking  it  upon  them  in  an  unwarrantalde  manner 
publicly  to  teach  and  Exhort  —  Rash  Censuring  tV  Judging 
of  others  — 

That  the  Elders  be  careful  to  take  heed  to  themselves  S: 
Doctrine  that  they  may  save  themselves  and  those  that  hear 
them;  That  they  Approve  themselves  in  all  things  as  tlie 
Ministers  of  God,  by  Honor  <t  dishonor,  Ijy  good  Rej)ort  & 
evil  Report,  that  none  be  Lifted  up  by  a]>plause  to  a  \ain 
conceit,  nor  any  be  cast  down  by  any  contempt  thrown  u]>oii 
them  to  the  neglect  of  their  work:  And  that  they  study 
Unity,  Love  and  peace  among  themselves.  —  And  farther  that 
they  Endeavour  to  heal  the  unhappy  Divisions  that  are 
already  made  in  Some  churches  :  and  that  the  like  may  in 
the  future  be  prevented. 

That  a  just  defference  be  paid  to  the  laws  of  the  Christian 
Magistrate  :  lately  made  for  the  Suppression  of  Disorder 

That  no  countenance  be  given  to  such  as  trouiile  the 
Churches,  wlio  are  according  to  the  Constitution  of  our 
Churches  under  Censure,  Suspension  or  Deposition,  Whiether 
for  Krroi's  in  Doctrine  or  Life. 

Humbly  praying  that  our  (ireat  lord  A  Master,  desus  Christ 
who  is  head  over  all  things  to  his  Church  will  j)reservc  it  in 
purity  tV  i)eace  :  That  he  will  go  on  Conquoring  iV  to  Couipior 
Till  not  an  Enemy  to  his  Holy  Truth  iV'  Ways  shall  be  left 
among  us.  And  that  the  Lord's  Kingdom  may  come  A-  his 
Will  be  done  in  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven  — 

Voted  that  the  next  Meeting  of  the  (Jeneral  Association  be 
at  Fairfield  At  the  Rev.  Mr.  Noah  Hobarts  on  the  Third 
Tuesday  of  June  next  at  Eleven  a  Clock  Before  Noon. 

Uiianimously  voted  by  the  association. 
Test  Benja:  Colton  Scribe. 


OF  THK  COLONY  oF  CONNECTICDT.  l.', 

'.  Pastor  1"'  Chiircli  New  L»)n(lnii  fimn  ITos  t..  17')3. 
"      l"'  Cliun  lj  Kast  lla.l.lani  limn  IToj  m  174!». 

"        lit    V'oluiltnUli  A    Sicllilii:  hnlM   IT'Jli  io  ITTO. 

*.  :it  West  llailtord  tiom  171:'.  f..  17.M. 

at  I'^airlirld  fr(»iii  M'.V.)  to  177;'.. 
1    (/Imrcli  llaillcnl  lioin  ll-'rJ.  (n  1717. 
I    riuiri'li  Mrrideii  Innu  17-l»  In  17tI7. 


I  743. 

Att  a  roiivrntion  of  ilic  ixvn  Assoriai  ion  ni  ('.dnnv  of 
CDiincrticutt  att  Fairlielil  June  I'l  '  1743 

Piv.s'  — 
Ml".  .lacol)  I  IciniiiLru  av  .Mt»i|  . 
Ml-.  Sam  (\)uk 
'.  Mr.  W'illiaiu  Rus.scl  Scriln- 
Mr.  William  Wort liiiiL'-tnn 
Tilt'  Im  \  .  .  Mr.  Mnscs  I>ickiiisoii 
.M  r.  Timothy  Collins 
Mr.  Tliomas  IxuirLrlcs 
.Mr.  Noali  llol.art 
Mi-.  AsIiIk'1  W.M.<ll.ri(|-jv. 

The  meetinir  was  opened  with  rray.  r.  Thi>  fM-iieral  Ahso- 
ciatioii  are  of  opinion  that  altlio';  us  it  was  oh.scrved  hy  llie 
Oen"  Association  Fiast  year  that  (lod  hath  l»een  plea.Hod 
graciously  to  visit  his  jMujilr  a,-  ^^•t  thro'  the  Siilitle 
Devices  of  Satan  and  the  L^'rat  ( 'oirnpi i(»n  there  is  in  thr 
iiearts  of  men  and  the  Knniity  there  is  in  tlieiii  against  Relig- 
ion in  the  pnw.M  A  purity  of  it,  there  arc  diverse  things  w/*" 
have  a  threat'ninLT  aspect  on  the  Interest  of  Religion  in  Oen" 
in  the  Land  and  in  this  (lovernnient  in  |M*rticular  for  llie 
Removing  and  j)reventing  of  wliich  we  Recommend  it  to  the 
particular  Associations  that  they  l>e  very  careful 

1.  that  the  true  and  L'reat  n«»ct rines  of  the  (Ins|Kd  agnn*- 
able  to  our  Confession  of  faith  be  maintained      preacht  up, 
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apiinst  lilt'  Ariniiiiaii  A  lit  iiioniiaii  and  other  cnjjrs  :  and 
thai  spcciiil  ('.nc  \  pains  Ik' taken  with  onr  youth  to  Instruct 

ihcni  ill  tilt'  |)iiiifi|>li's  1)1'  Dili-  ln)l\  I{<'liL''i<»n  ami  ai'liclesof 
t)iii'  iail  li. 

"2.  tt)  niaiiilaiii  the  crftlit  of  tlit-  (iiilinancos  of  the  Oospel 
Especiiilly  llu,'  wDid  i»f  Tiod  ('(intainiMl  in  the  IidIv  Scriptures 
tis  lilt'  iHijuaid  and  tji'dinary  means  of  Salvation. 

o.  1o  iii:iintain  the  ordei-  \  GoveiMiinent  tliat  Christ  hath 
Estahlislit'd  in  his  visihle  C'h.  ami  that  tliey  do  not  counte- 
nance any  hreakinu'  in  uptjn  it:  By  persons  Departing  from 
or  ne.dectinu-  tlic  Worsliip  and  (yommnnion  of  the  assemblies 
and  clinrclics  to  whicli  they  l)eIong  on  a  supposition  of  tlie 
ministers  or  many  of  tlie  nKnnhers  heinji;  unconverted,  or  in 
cold  dead  frames 

or  by  ministers  and  tdiiirches  Receivinir  to  Communion 
those  that  arc  under  ('ensure  in  tlie  Churches  to  which  the\' 
belong, 

or  by  ministers  going  into  othei-  minister's  parishes  and 
preaching  or  administering  the  Seals  contrary  to  the  mind 
of  the  settled  minister  of  the  place 

But  that  they  preserve  a  steady  discipline  and  bear  a  pnjper 
testimony  against  all  imorallities  and  Impieties  yet  with  such 
patience  tV:  meekness  as  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the 
cases  Require. 

And  we  would  Recomend  it  to  our  l>rethren  in  the  ministry 
as  of  great  importance  to  the  atlvancement  of  the  Interest  of 
Christ  that  they  take  heed  to  themselves  that  they  be  exam- 
ples to  their  flocks  in  all  holy  cenversation  and  gtxlliness. 

Voted. 

\^otetl  that  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Gen"  associa- 
tion be  at  the  R(^v.  Mr.  Cliauncy's  of  Durham  on  the  third 
tuesday  of  dune  next  at  eleven  of  the  clock  beforenoon. 

XOTKS. 

Pastor  1-'  Mitltlletowu  frt)m  171")  to  ITtil. 
We.stbrook  from  IT'Jti  to  IToti. 
"      Norwalk  frt)ni  IT'JT  to  ITOo. 
*.      "      1^'  Litchlield  from  1723  to  17r)2. 
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1  744. 

Att  a  Coinciititm  ol  <lrii  Assufiui imi  nl  tin*  ('nlnnv 
of  Cuiiiieclinill  atl  I  )ii  i     in  .1  iiiir  1  !> :  1TI| 

rivs 

'.   Mr.  N  ;il  ( 'liaiiiicrv  .Mu»l 

.  Mr.  .huv.l 

Mr.  William  Kiissrll  Srrilu. 

Mr.  Beiijainiii  Cnlioii 
T\w  UiN      .  Mr.  S;mi"  Hall 

.  Ml-,  .lulii,  C.u.Im'II 
.  .M r.  Simon  r)afkii-> 

.Mr.  I>aMi('l  Wad^wnrlli 

M  r.  ( !(M)i  ii('  Tn'okw  iili 

.Mr.  Klu-mv.cr  1  )i  v<)t  ion 

Till'  ( fii!  i»m  w  oiM'iiM  w'lli  j»ra\ n-  ami  llir  rollowiiiir 
Kr.snl\L's  ami  Com  lu.sidiis  wvh'  iiiiaiiimuiisly  <  (mK'  into. 

Viz:  1.  That  —  WliiTuasat  all  times  Imt  mon'  Ks|M'cially 
at  this  tiim*  SuikIiv  |m  i>ihi>  riiiu>tly  (lisaOVctrtl  to  ami 
pri'jmliiMMl  ai:ainst  Mithcr  tin*  miiiist«'r  or  Cli  ;  or  hotli  to 
whirh  they  holoii-j;  umlor  the  liitlin'm-c  of  Such  «li>alTfct ion 
with.lraw  I'lom  thrir  woiship  A  ('<uimiiion  :  ami  allthoiiL'h 
as  yet  iIr'v  arr  iiiidcr  m)  Ceiisun',  Yet  wo  think  that  t»thrr 
ininistrrs  A  Ch  riMcivinir  such  disalTcotnl  por.sons  to 
privilf/os  S«  rv»  s  to  Incourair*'  and  Strcn^'^tlieii  thiMu  in  their 
unjust  disalVt  rt ion  A  nnr('asoiial)K'  Separation  w'eli  to  pri*- 
vent  it  may  he  proprr  that  thr  minister  l»y  himself  or  in 
Conjunetit)!!  with  son>e  of  the  llrethrfu  nf  sm  h  C'h  from  wh*^'" 
there  is  such  separati-.n  Writ.-  n.  ihr  minister  or  niiniston* 
of  such  ("h  or  Ch  t<»  w'h  theafon  s'  disa(Tert«'«l  mrmhers 
H'pair  lor  pri\ ilcircs  ami  in  a  lirotln-rly  A  kiiul  manner 
represent  to  them  ih.'  true  State  of  Such  m.  inlH«rs  A*  Ch- 
(lesirini^  tluMH  t<»  diseountmanee  A  prevent  Snrh  Sf|»arations. 
and  in  ease  a  minister  or  ministers  so  Informed  and  applied 
to  shall  still  receive  &  incourage  such  iwrsons  that  then  the 
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('(>iii|»l:iiM;iiil  liHv  111"'  in;itlcr  hdure  the  Associal ion  to  w'cli 
llial  niinistei-  (l(jth  Im  Ioiii:  that  so  the  Association  deal  w"* 
liiiii  :is  the  nature  aiul  circumstances  of  the  case  doth 
i(  (iuirc  And  Inasmuch  as  we  .Jud^c  that  such  S<*parations 
countenanced  as  ahovcs'*  is  the  source  and  ori«rinal  of  much 
dillicnliy  and  a  practice  big  w"'  many  mischiefs  we  earnestly 
recomend  the  aliaii*  to  th(»  ]»erticular  Associations  that  in 
this  or  some  otlier  way  ihey  provide  against  so  Ln-eat  an  evil 
tliat  may  l)e  by  divine  blessini;-  soon  <fc  easily  prevent (mI  or 
cuhmI.  And  that  ministers  sliouhl  l)e  very  cautions  of  enter- 
tainiuii-  sucli  dissaffected  persons  A-  of  hearin^r  A  conntenanc- 
iiiLL-  liieir  reports  of  or  against  their  nnnisters  &  C\\\ 

2.  Wliitlier  a  minister  or  a  nund)er  of  nnnisters  Kntriiig 
into  any  Estaldished  i)arish  in  tliis  Government  A  there 
(Jathering  a  C'  of  mendjcrs  that  had  Ijcfore  disorderly 
separated  themselves  from  the  C'  to  w'''  they  belonged,  and 
S(Mne  of  tliem  actually  under  Ecclesiastical  censure,  be  not 
matter  of  offence. 

Voted  in  the  Anirmati\e 

Whither  to  reipiirc  persons  perticularly  to  promise  to 
walk  in  comunion  w"'  this  Ch  of  Christ  into  w'ch  they  Seek 
admission  conscienciously  attending  and  up  holding  the 
l*ul)lic  worship  of  God  in  this  place  till  regularly  dismis' 
therefrom  be  a  hard  or  unreasonable  term  of  Conmnion. 

Resolve  in  the  negative. 

And  we  thiidc  it  not  Advisable  to  admit  a  person  to  Com- 
union that  refuses  to  Submit  to  the  abovcmentioncd  terms. 

Ihit  Insists  on  being  at  Liberty  to  go  to  other  places  when 
and  when'  he  pleases  to  attend  the  public  worship  iV 
ordinances 

4.  Whither  Males  in  full  Conuniion  i)eing  under  the 
age  of  21  years  have  right  to  vote  in  Ch  atVairs  ? 

Voted  that  this  (piestion  be  refer'd  to  the  perticular 
Associations  for  their  Resolves  u])on  it,  to  be  sent  in  to  the 
next  Gen"  Association. 

\'oted  that  the  next  Gen"  Association  be  at  Newington 
in  the  County  of  Hartford  at  the  Rev.'  Mr.  JiJackus's  on  the 
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third  'riit'sday  nl  .linic  iir\t   at  rl.  vrn  of  tli.-  flnrk  in  the 

loiMMIOOll. 

'.  Pjistur  1  ■    I'lirliaiii  linm  1711  t<>  17."»t). 

Clinton  fioni  17<>'.»  t.. 
^  Clu'shiic  lioni  17:11  in  177(). 

\      "     (Ji-t'.'niiclil  iVoin  17l!''»  In  17r)t;. 

New  in  lit  on  iVoni  17l'")  to  17l"». 
*.  Si  othind  from  173.")  to  1771. 


1  745. 

Att  a  Convention  of  the  (irncial  Association  of  the  C»)lony 
of  Connecticut  at  N«'\\  intrtoii  in  tlw  Connlx  <»f  Harlf<»nl  on 
the  18th  Day  of  June  174r» 


Prrscnt 

Mr.  UtMijaniin  ( '.tlton.  Mod' 
Mr.  Al.iahani  Nott. 
Ml-,  .laroi.  Kliot. 
Mr.  Ashl.cl  W.MMll.ri.l.irc. 
^  Mr.  Simon  r>ac<  hiis. 

Klnathan  Whitman,  Scrihe 
Mr.  \\'illiain  (Jayloid. 
i  Mr.  Mpliraiin  A\rry. 


The  Rev 


The  Mectin.i^  was  o|»cn<<l  \sitli  Trayrr  and  t  In*  follow  iug 
Resolves  wcie  come  into. 

Whereas  lhrr«'  has  of  late  years  hen  many  Ervnrn  in  Doe- 
trine,  and  I>is.»rders  in  Practice,  prevailinir  in  the  Churehes 
of  this  [.and,  wliich  .^emi  to  have  a  thn  atrnin^'  as|»ect  u|M.n 
these  Churehes;  and  ulnreas  .Mi.  (^.'.rj.  Whitelirld  lias 
heen  the  Promoter,  or  at  least  the  Faulty  occasion  of  many 
of  these  Krrors  and  l>i.M)nlers,  this  Assoc  iation  think  it  nee»l- 
full  for  them  to  declare  that  if  the  said  Mr.  Whitcliclii  aliould 
make  his  proL^.'ss  thro*  this  ( .vernnn'iit .  it  would  hy  no 
a 
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mciiis  Im'        isahlr  tur  ;in\  <)t  <»iii-  Ministers  to  a<liiiitt  him 
iiild  llx'ii-  I'lilpits,      I'oi*  any  of  onr  |)co|»l('  t(j  atlrnd  njton 
liis  I'lcacliiniz;  and  AdininisI  rat  ions. 
X'otL'd  in  tin'  anirniut ivc. 

This  Association  appnilicndiiiLi  thai  Ecclesiastical  Dis- 
cipline has  hecn  <;rcatly  nej^lectcd  in  our  Chnrches 
and  (hat  the  Revival  of  it,  tV  keepin«(  of  it  up,  is  of 
<!:rcat  lini)ortance  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Churches,  would 
Reconiniend  it  to  the  several  particidar  Associations 
to  consider  whether  it  be  not  Needful  for  them  to  Endeavour 
to  revive  and  keep  u\>  a  strict  discipline  in  our  Churches 
accordin*^  to  the  Order  of  the  (lospel. 

\'oted  by  this  Association  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
several  particular  Associations  to  consider  whether  it  may 
not  be  a  good  expedient  to  prevent  Dilhculty  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  Discipline  in  our  Churches,  that  whenever  any  of 
the  Members  of  our  Churches  remove  their  habitation  from 
one  Town  or  Parish  to  another,  that  they  be  actually  dis- 
missed or  recommended  from  the  Church  fiom  which  (hey 
remove,  in  Order  to  their  being  taken  under  the  Care  and 
Watch  of  the  Church  to  which  they  remove. 

Voted  (hat  the  next  General  Association  be  at  tlie  Rev'  • 
Mr..  Jacob  Kliot's  at    (Joshen   in   Lebanon,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  June  next  at  eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon. 


Notes. 

\  Pastor  at  Centerbrook  from  1725  to  17o6. 

"  (ioshen,  Lebanon  from  1729  to  1766. 

\      "  2"  '  Hartford  from  1733  to  1767. 

"  Brooklvn,  Pomfret  from  1735  to  1754. 
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1746. 


Att  a  Com  cut  ion  of 


iH'cticut  at  ( 
174i; 


ilu'll 


AsxtcKitiMii  «»f  (he  Colony  of  Con- 

1  oil   I  hr  li '  Tiicstlav  nf  .liiin- 


The  Rev 


I'lTScIlt 

Mr.  II. mv  Willrs 

Mr.  StcjilltMl  Strrl  M.mI 

Mr.  .Iac(»l>  Kliott 
Mr.  'riu)iiia>  W'hil*' 
Mr.  Isaac  Stiles 
Mr.  Marston  Cal.ott 

Mpliraim  Litt Ir  ScrilM- 
Mr.  William  (Jaylonl 
Mr.  lu'iijainin  W(M»(lliritlL''»' 


Tills  Convent  ion  w  as  opcnccl  l»y  prayer  and  tlir  I'ollowinir 
Resolves  were  nnaninionsly  eonie  into  viz: 

That  it  lie  reconinit'n»le(|  hy  this  Assoeiatit»n  ttitlic  Si'veral 
p:irtieular  Associations  in  the  Colony  to  consider  whether  it 
is  not  a  very  pi-opcr  thini:  loi-  thf  Ministers  of  this  (J«>vern- 
nient  nnitedly  to  make  a  Sntahle  Addn-ss  to  his  MMjesty.onr 
ri'_[h!lnll  So\erei"jii  Kinu;  Ceorge  on  the  oc(  a>ion  of  tin-  |»rfs- 
ent  war  —  the  Keh«dlion  at  home,  the  Sneeess  of  Ids  Majes- 
tie's  Arms  in  the  rednetion  of  Ca|>e  Jiritton,  and  .  K.  w  hri 
as  well  as  on  the  e.xjM'dition  against  Canada. 

It  was  proposed,  whether  the  pretence  of  hrlter  lidiliiati«>n 
hr  sidlieit'iit  to  dnstify  persons  in  tlndr  withdrawin-j  fnun  a 
Tartienlar  ehnr<  li  to  which  they  helonif ;  eitln-r  from  the 
Conininnion  or  puhlic  woiship  (d  the  Same,  or  hotli,  and  for 
their  attendini:  either  Statedly  in  other  Chnndies  wlwre  tliry 
pretend  they  can  he  l»etter  e<iitied. 

Resolved  in  the  Negative. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Wilh-s  past. ir  of  the  Chnrch  of 
Christ  in  Norwich  representeii  to  us  the  State  of  the  Cliun  h 
with  them,  That  a  long  time  hath  passed  since  the  Sacrament 
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of  tlio  LorcTs  Sii|»j»er  wiis  adiiiiiiistcircd,  mid  tliat  lie  the  s'"^ 
Ml-.  Willes  A'  l)i('tlii('ii  atlciidiiiL'-  Ids  iiiinisf  ly,  iii^'  pursued 
all  iiicasiii-cs  llial  lia\e  Ix'Cii  prescribed  lo  tlicm  l)y  iIk;  last 
('ouncil  to  accuiiioiiate  tlieir  diff<*reii<-es,  and  d<'sirin<^  our 
advise  whether  it  be  Convenient  lor  him  to  administer  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  to  those  of  his  Churcli  that 
are  meet  A-  willinj^  Communicants, 

Voted  ill  the  Alhrmative,  and  accordiiii:  advised  that  the 
Rev.  Ml'.  Willes  administer  the  Sacrament  of  the  Iwjly  Supper. 

The  (lucstioii  was  put  whether  a  Complaint  by  any  mem- 
ber or  members  of  a  Cliiireh  against  a  Number  of  the  Same 
Clnireb  (th'o  y'  Major  part  of  s'  '  church  of  which  the  Com- 
])lain;iiil  or  complaiiiaiits  are  Mcmlters)  for  Scandalous  vio- 
lation or  violations  of  any  rule  or  rules  of  God's  word,  may 
and  ought  to  be  exhibited  to  the  Pastor  of  s'*'  Church  in  order 
to  be  communicated  for  tlieir  Consideration  &  determination  ? 

Voted  in  the  Alhrmative. 

It  was  proposed  whether  the  Persons  complained  of  as 
afores'd  ought  to  be  allowed  y'  priviledge  of  voting  in  their 
own  Case  in  any  Church-meeting  at  which  they  are  Called  to 
an  account  for  their  misconducts 

Voted  in  the  Negative. 

Voted  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Geiioial  Association 
be  at  the  Rev."'  ^Ir.  William  Wortbington's  of  Say  brook,  if 
he  is  willing  to  receive  it  —  otherwise  that  it  be  at  the  Rev. 
Mr.  William  Hart's  in  Saybrook  afores**,  on  the  3"^  Tuesday 
of  June  next  at  Eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Notes. 

Pastor  ill  Franklin     from  1718  to  1753. 

Thomi.soii  ^-  1730  to  1756. 
Woodbridgc        1742  to  1783. 
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1747. 

All  a  im  t'liiii:  of  y  (Irm  ial  Association  of  Colony  «)f 
( 'oimcrtiriit  at  Sayl.iook,  West   I'ai  ish,  in  y  (^unity  of  Ni«\v- 

Loiiiloii  .liiiic  !•"»  :  A.  |).  IT  17 


PlVSCIlt 

I  .laiv.l  Kli..(i  M.mI'. 
Wil    Wdil  liiii'jhm 
loiiatlKin  Mt  i  ick  St  iiUc 
Isaac  Chalk.'!- 
Tlio  Ht'V.  Mess  .      .loiiatlian  Toild 
E|tlii  aiin  A  \  n  y 
j  Mills 
i  James  ("oi^swell 

The  Convention  was  o|ieMr"l  witli  piayer,  and  y"  (^nc8" 
heintr  put,  wlu  tlu  r  it  l>e  ajxrecalde  to  (Ios|>ei  order  for  y' 
nienilM  is  of  part irnlai'  Clili'  tn  atteinl  upon  y  Saerinirnt  in 
y  elili  ni-  clilTs  1<»  wliieli  tiirN  iM-lnn-j.  (Icnerally  at  other 
times  to  worship  in  other  Societies  altlmn-jh  I'eirnlar  and 
Kstal.lislied  — 

Tliis  Case  as  to  Sul»tanfc  hath  hrcii  iTsolvfd  already,  hy 
y  (Jenrial  Association  .lune  1'.'  A.  M.  17  II.  as  may  he  scrn 
hy  tlie  records  of  y  s  Association  —  and  vve  think  that 
Those  peisons  are  otTenders  and  to  he  Dealt  with  as  Such, 
who  althouLrh  yy  atteinl  y  Sai'iiment  in  y  chh  or  chli'.s  to 
which  yy  llelong  yet  at  other  times  make  a  rracticenf  witli- 
draw  inir  from  y  worshif)  of  y  Same,  Kxceptinir  the  Circum- 
stances of  Cituation  do  make  it  more  convenient  t4)  attend  y' 
I>ivine  worsliip  else  wlierc  ;  and  even  in  that  Case  we  think 
it  Disordcrlv  to  with.lraw  as  affore  '.  without  the  Consent  of 
y  Church. 

Wliereas  we  understand  y  y  Book  of  Discipline  and  Con- 
fession of  faith  airreed  upon  at  Sayt>rook  are  Scarce  in  our 
Cldis,  and  that  y  Secretary  luith  a  NumU'r  of  y"*  in  his 
Custody  (^which  is  at  his  Dispose)  we  desire  y'  Rev.  Mr. 
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ClialktM-  of  M;is))ury  in  y'  nanir  of  tliis  Associjit ion  to  apply 
to  iiiiii  lor,  i-cccivc  and  <livi(le  y'  saiiH?  in  y'  several  Count ios 
ill  tliis  ('oloiiy,  and  send  y'"  as  soon  as  may  \n\  and  we  tliink 
it  advisable  that  one  of  s'  b(joks  do  always  aec(jmj»any  y' 
Hook  of  records  of  y'  several  Associations,  That  it  may  be 
always  ])resent  in  y'  respective  Conventions  to  be  used  upon 
occasion, 

Voted  that  y''  next  Mcctinj^ot  y"^^  Cien"  Association  be  at 
y'  Rev.  John  Goodell's  at  Fairfield  if  he  is  willing  to  receive 
it,  otherwise  that  it  be  at  y  Rev.  Mr.  Hunn's  at  Reading  on 
y''  3"'  Tusday  of  June  next  at  eleven  of  y'  clock  in  y' 
fore-noon. 

Notes. 

Pastor  in  Wostbrook  from  1726  to  1756. 

"  North  Brandford  from  1716  to  1709. 

East  Glastonburv  from  1744  to  1765. 
Simsburv  from  1744  to  1754. 
Canterbury  from  1744  to  1771  cfc 
Scotland  from  1772  to  1S04. 


1748. 

At  a  Convention  of  the  (ieneral  Association  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  at  Reading  in  the  County  of  Fairfield  June 
21, 1748 

Present 

Mr.  Benjamin  Colton  Mod."^ 

Mr.  Noah  ITol»art 

Mr.  John  Goodscl 
'.        Sam.'  Wliittlesey  jun,  Scribe 
TheRev.*'  \  Mr.  Moses  Bartlett 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Ilunn 
\  Mr.  Hezekiah  Bisscll 

Mr.  . Joseph  Bellamy 
■'.  Mr.  \nt ban  Birdsev 


The  Moderator  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 
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This  Assoriat  inii  lakin.j:  im,,  S.-rious  Coiisiilcrntion  the 
LTHMt  impoi  taiu  r  of  iiist iii.  t iiiir  C'liiUln-ii  in  (lifir  most  early 
ycais  ill  tlic  rriii.  i|>K's  o|  Christianity,  ami  ohmM  vinir  that 
alllio*  the  AssiMul»li«'s  Shorti'r  ( 'alrrliisin  hr  a  niont  rx«-rlh'iit 
Siinnnaiv  of  I  Im-  ( 'luisl  iaii  lo-li-ritm.  aii.j  uhal  \\r  wniiM  |,y 
no  nu'aiis  liavr  lai«l  asi.lr  or  disnsi'tl,  yi-t  think  that  sonn- 
phiin  iV  easy  I nt rotluct ion  (o  it  to  Ik*  h-aiiiiMl  hy  Chihln-n 
Ik-Ioh'  ihcy  air  of  a  siiital»lc  airt'  t«>  riiin-  ii|,()n  that  Cntc- 
i'hisni  niiiiht  lie  of  «;rcat  a(l\ anta^^c,  woiiM  ramrstlv  hmmuii- 
inrnil  tt)  onr  |M'o|ih'  the  use  of  thr  lv<'\ .  I  h-.  Walts's  fxrel- 
k*nt  Si'tts  of  Calccliisnis  and  think  that  a  new  edition  nf 
thiMii  woiihi  l>o  of  trreat  Ser\ ii-e.  In  the  iisr  nf  those  Cate- 
chisms wo  wonhi  id'oninirnd  it  to  i*aiciit>  to  Inj^nn  with  the 
liist  of  thi'ni  as  soon  as  their  Chihircn  arc  fa|»al)le  of  learn- 
inir  it,  whirli  will  natiii-ally  lu-iiiL^  ihcin  i«»  niter  Uj^on  thr 
Asseiuidies  Catechism  at  tiic  jtroper  ai:e  for  nsinir  it  to  ad- 
vantage ;  and  if  the  partienhir  associations  wonhl  airrei*  to 
Kiu'ourage  ami  forward  one  another  in  int rodniinir  this 
method  of  cateeiii/.ing  in  their  several  CoiiLMcLrat ions  we 
think  it  might  he  an  liappy  means  of  |ir«im.it im:  IJeliLMnn 
among  us. 

This  association  nmltMstandim;  (hat  the  Conlession  t»f 
Faith  and  Articles  of  Clih  IMscipline  agreed  npon  at  Saylirook 
are  \cry  sean*e  in  our  Churches,  and  that  a  numher  of  said 
IJooks  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  to  he  dis|»osed  of,  \' 
tinding  that  the  hist  (ieneral  Association  had  di'sired  the 
Rev."'  Mr.  Chalker  of  Kasthnry  to  apply  to  tin*  Secretary  for 
them  A  tlistrilmte  them  in  the  Several  Counties,  hut  not  hav- 
ing hcai-il  that  .Mr.  ('halker  hath  so  done,  we  desire  the  Ke\ . 
Mr.  Colton  A  the  Rev.'  Mr.  Whitman  of  HartfonI  to  under- 
take that  alTair;  and  if  then'  he  not  a  snfliciency  found  with 
tile  Sei  retarv  we  desire  said  tJentlemen  to  Present  to  the 
Gen"  Assemhly  at  tlu'ir  next  Sessions  the  'jreat  want  of 
these  Books,  and  move  for  a  new  edition. 

This  Association  Ohserving  the  great  jirevalence  ol  vice  »V 
prophaneness,  an<l  a  Lanientahle  InditTerence  in  Spiritual 
Concerns  among  our  people,  &  having  Seriously  considered 
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\vli:il  likely  iiirlliod  run  \ni  tjikt'ii  to  :iuak(Mi  our  pooplo  A' 
lu  \  i\ (•  a  s|»ii-il  of  S('i  i(jusiiL'ss  and  |»raL'tic:il  Ilc'ligioii  aiiion«; 
us.  aic  ol"  o|iiiiioii  that  for  Ministers  in  their  Several  parishes 
to  take  ri(Mjiiciil  ()|.p(ji< iinies  tV  Discourse  in  private  with 
particular  persons  upon  Rcliicious  eternal  tliinj^s,  <t  to 
make  a  pi'rsoiuil  Address  to  Ihcni,  woidd  liave  a  liappy  ten- 
dency to  iie«;et  a  Sjiirit  (»!"  Seriousness,  an<l  to  I^'^ive  true 
iveliiiiou  aniouii'  us,  do  therefore  earnestly  reconiniend  it  to 
our  Several  Associati(jns  to  Encourage  A'  promote  su<-h  a 
|traclice  amoiii;-  them. 

Voted  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Gen.'  Association  be 
at  the  House  of  the  lU'v.'  Mr.  Joseph  Noyes  of  New  Haven, 
on  the  3"'  Tuesday  of  June  next  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M. 

Test  Sam"  Whittlesey  .Inn.  Scrilte 


Notes. 

'.  Pastor  in  Wallin-ford  Irom  1709  to  1702. 

1'  Portland  from  1783  to  1766. 

Redding  from  1733  to  174l>. 
\  Bloomfield  from  1738  to  1783. 

\     "  AVest  Haven  from  1742  to  1758. 


1749. 

There  were  so  few  Delegates  came  to  the  Gen"  Associa- 
tion appointed  to  be  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Noyes's  of  New  Haven 
the  third  Tuesday  of  June  1749  that  t'was  thought  not  best 
to  enter  on  any  business;  Only  to  ajipoint  the  next  Gen" 
Ass."  to  be  at  Hartford  at  the  house  of  the  Rev."'  Mr.  Benja- 
min Colton  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  next  at  Eleven  of 
the  Clock  A.  M.  and  to  Notilie  the  Several  Ass.  that  had  not 
Delegates  pr's't,  this  1  was  DesirVl  to  Enter  in  the  Ass. 
Book. 

New  Haven  June  20,  1749 

William  Russell 
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1750. 

Att  a  Conv»'nfi(.M  .>l  ilir  (icunal  As8«KMatioii  of  tin?  Colony 
of  (^)muM-ti('iil  111  W'.  si  llaitiunl  Jiiiu'  \\K  1  Tf)') 

ri.'sciii 

Ml.  William  Kusscll,  MotliTatm- 
-M  I .  rn'iijaiuiii  Cnltoii 
'I'lir  .  Mr.  StrpluMi  Steal 

Mr.  William  iJaylor.l 

M r.  .Inliii  'rnimldr  ScimIm'  ' 

This  Association  liiidinir  of  it  MntrrM  lii  dur  lM)<>k  that 
thrre  were  so  few  nicmluM  s  of  t he  ( Irncral  association  nu-t 
the  Last  year  att   tlir  Mr.  .Iu>,pli  Noycs's  att  New 

Haven  that  tlu'  (Jcnilcmcii  did  not  think  it  Prndcnt  to  cntrr 
npon  I>nsiness.  And  now  iIhtc  Ikmiil'"  so  frw  Pirsmt  :  \vr 
Nvcf«'  in  Sns|>cnc«'  whether  It  was  hcst  foi-  ns  t<>  luinj  Into  an 
association,  yet  at  length  eomdnded  that  we  wunid  —  and  I>o 
herehy  Inform  the  IVrticnhir  associations  that  if  thi.s  as.socia- 
tion  is  so  Thinly  attended  hy  reason  of  Sickness  or  the  Like; 
we  Look  npon  it  a  sore  frown  of  Providence.  lUit  if  it's  thro 
Neirliirence  or  Carelessness  we  snppose  tliat  it  argues  too 
Little  Heirard  to  the  Consiitntion  an»l  wonid  Intreat  of  Kvery 
Pcrticnlar  association  that  they  would  l)y  no  means  omit 
appoint inii:  of  ndcjates  from  time  to  tinie  ;  and  that  Those 
(ii'ntlenn'n  that  are  so  appointed  wnnld  he  Careful  to  attend 
accordingly:  that  soth*-  iiu...!  I'!iid>  Cn>p..s.«l  In  the  meetings 
may  not  he  wholy  frustrate  and  disapointrd. 

Voted  that  the  Next  meeting  of  the  tJeneral  association  Ik? 
att  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  St*!phen  Whites  of  Windham 
on  the  3*'  Tuesday  of  .hme  N.'.\t  att  Kleven  o'clock  A.M. 

Test  John  Tim  miu.k  Scribe. 

Notes. 

'.  Pastor  at  Watertown  fmm  1T:V.»  to  17^L 


UKCOKDS  OK  TIIK  CKNKKAL  ASSOCIATION 


1751. 

Al  II  CoiiN ('111 ioM  <>1  the  (Icnnal  Association  <jf  the  Colony 
of  ('onnoclicutt  iit  Windliaiii  in  llio  County  of  Win<lliani 
June  IS:  17;'>1 

\     (  Daniel  Fuller 

William  (i  ay  lord 
Elx^nezer  Devotion 
Kenjamin  Poniroy 
Stephen  White 
Noali  Welles 
Edward  Dorr. 

Mr.  Gaylord  was  chosen  Modei-ator,  and  Mr.  Welles  Scribe. 
Prayer  was  attended  by  the  Moderator. 

A  motion  being  made  in  this  Association  that  an  Address 
of  Condolence  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  and  another  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  in  the  Name  of  the  General  Assoeia- 
tion,  npon  the  Mournful  Occasion  of  the  late  Death  of  his 
Royal  Highness  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  accord iniily 
an  Address  in  each  case  being  laid  before  the  Association 
for  their  Consideration,  after  particular  Examination  and 
some  few  Corrections  it  was  Unanimously  voted  tliat  said 
Addresses  be  forthwith  Offered  as  soon  as  opportunity 
presents. 

Voted  that  said  Addresses  be  inclosed  in  a  Letter  to  Reii- 
jamin  Avery  Es(jr.  of  London  Doctor  of  Laws  with  a  desire 
in  the  Name  of  this  Assoc"  that  he  would  be  jdeas'  '  to  pre- 
sent s"  '  Addresses  accordinuly . 

\'oted  that  Mr.  Devotion  and  Mr.  White  transeribe  y'  said 
Addresses,  and  forward  them  by  the  lirst  Opportunity  inclos'd 
in  a  Letter  to  Doct*^  Avery  in  the  Name  of  the  Moderator. 

The  Association  recommend  it  to  the  Sevei'al  Associations 
within  the  Colony,  to  prepare,  each  Association,  a  Draught, 
and  send  it  i»y  their  Respective  Delegates  to  the  next  General 
Assoc",  out  of  which  they  may  draw  a  Plan  to  be  tirst  sent 
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ti>  tlic  Si'vonil  ( 'onsofiations  tm  tlicir  :i|)pn»l»at ion.  wliidi 
bciiii::  ( )l>taiii(Ml,  t.»  Ix'  j»n'fi«r'  to  th.'  linn'-  (tnirral  AsM'ml»lv 
for  tlu'ir  Sanction  nj.on  it  —  wliicli  Thin  U)  Contain  in  it  — 

1.  This  adilition  to  tlu'  pirs.  lit  M.  -  lrsiastiral  Conhtidition 
of  (Jov.'  vi/:  that  tlirrc  lie  a  (IiMinal  ( 'onsoriat ion  nf  Minis- 
t«'rs  and  ( 'hiii'chcs.  Two  ininistris  and  two  Mt-ssm^^tTH  fmni 
each  ( 'onsofiat  inn  to  make  up  >aiii  tl.-nrral  CoiiHt>ciation,  To 
which  there  nia\  he  a|t|M'aIs  linui  thi-  .Iiid-jnient  of  purlicniar 
Consociat  ions. 

2.  This  alleiat  ion  in  it.  that  tluTe  >|iall  he  no  \'t>te  in  aiiv 
Consociat i(tn  williin  the  Ivstaldislunent ,  without  a  MajoiitN 
l»olh  of  Mhlers  and  .Messenij^ers  jnesent  in  it. 

'V  Thai  in  <)rdinarv  cases,  no  t'oniphiinl  .shall  h.-  in  tin- 
Chnit'li  or  Consociation  a<j:ainst  any  Chnich  .M' inU?r,  for  a 
Crime  commit  ted.  So  hniL^  l»et'oi-e  Process  that  t lie  Civil  Cnnrt 
would  reject  it,  or  does  refuse  a  Process,  merrly  np<»n  accminl 
of  the  ai^e  of  the  ('rime  com|>lainM  of. 

It  is  .liidired  advisahle  h\  this  Assoc  that  I  here  he  for  tlio 
Fntnre,  a  (Jcneial  Convention  of  the  Ministers  <>f  this  Colony 
at  Xj'W  IIa\cn  the  Hav  after  the  ComnieiicenKMit  annually, 
at  wliicli  tinn'  Some  .Minister  hy  previons  apjiointment  shall 
deliver  Concionem  ad  Clernm  and  that  the  saiil  appointment 
of  the  Preacher  he  for  the  future  made  at  y  annual  Conven- 
tion, and  accordiuLdy  we  airree  to  hesire  the  Il<*v."'  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey of  WalliuL^ford  to  prea(di  the  Convention  Sernmn  at 
the  first  Convention  on  Sept  Ne.xl  and  in  ease  of  his  failure, 
that  the  K.  v.  Mi.  Ilohart  of  Pairlield  he  hesin  d  to  preach 
on  s  '  ( )ceasion. 

Voted  That  the  next  Meetinu^  of  the  (icneral  Ahs'  on  the 
3  '  Tuesday  of  .Inne  next,  he  at  Mr.  Eliot's  of  Killin^'worth. 

Test  Noah  Wm.i  ks  Scrihe 

NoTi;<. 

Pastor  in  WilliiiL^ton  from  172S  to  I7.'>.s. 
in  Heiiroii  from  IT-'>/)  to  1TS4. 
\      "  Win.lham  from  lT4n  to  IT]':'.. 

Stamford  from  lT4r»  to  1TT«*». 
•      1    Hartford  from  lT4s  to  ITTi'. 
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1  752. 

At  a  Com ciitioii  of  tlic  (Jon"  AsHooiation  of  tlic  (yolony  (jf 
('oiiiiccficut,  at  K  ill  iiii!\s()i't  li  in  tlir  ( 'ount  y  <»f  New  London 
June  IG:  1752 

Preneiit 

Jared  Elliot 

Thomas  Ruggles 

John  (ioodsell 

Joseph  Fish 
The  Rev'  Mess«  William  11  art 

Jonathan  Todd 
\  Edward  Eells 
3.  Moses  Mather 

The  ReV'  Mr  Jared  Elliot  was  chosen  Mod',  Tlnjmas  Rug- 
gles  was  chosen  Scribe.  The  Convention  was  opened  witli 
prayer  by  the  Mod". 

Whereas  the  Gen"  Association  at  their  last  Convention 
did  Recommend  to  the  Several  particular  Associations  That 
Some  Scheme  be  proposed  by  them  for  the  Forming  a  (  Jen" 
Consociation,  And  that  the  Res})ective  Associations  should 
Transmit  their  oj)inions  thereupon  to  this  Convention. 

But  the  Particular  Associations  not  having  so  done,  voted 
That  s''  Affair  be  Referred  to  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Gen" 
Association;  And  that  the  Respective  Associations  who  have 
not  Signilied  their  opinions  thereupon  be  Earnestly  Desired, 
seriously  to  Deliberate  upon  the  subject;  and  send  their 
Advice  thereupon  to  s''  meeting. 

Voted  that  it  be  Strenuously  Recommended  to  the  parti- 
cular Associations  that  they  be  Desired  to  take  more  effectual 
care  with  Respect  to  their  members  who  are  to  attend  upon 
the  (Jen"  Association;  Hoth  in  choosing  them  and  that  they 
runctually  and  Faithfully  Attend  upon  the  Meeting;  That 
So  the  wise  and  good  end  of  that  part  of  our  Constitution  may 
be  fiillv  Answered. 
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And  to  Render  the  Convention  of  the  Gen'^  Association 
more  extensively  useful  It  be  Recommended;  That  such 
Questions  of  Importance  as  may  arise  upon  Reading  or  Study 
by  particular  persons,  Or  may  So  Do  in  the  management  of 
Public  Affairs  in  the  Churches:  Be  proposed  First  to  the 
particular  Associations  where  they  do  arise  to  be  answered 
by  them :  And  then  that  they  be  transferred  by  that  associa- 
tion, to  the  Gen^^  Association  with  Their  opinion  or  Resolution 
Thereupon ;  s''  Questions  to  be  Casuistically  and  Critically 
Considered  &  Resolved  as  a  proper  method  &  means  to  pro- 
mote &  Encrease  the  careful  Study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  as 
well  as  Satisfaction  of  such  who  Labor  under  Doubts  or  Diffi- 
culties therein.  S'^  Questions  &  Resolutions  when  Satis- 
factorily Answered,  either  by  the  particular  Association  to 
which  they  are  first  proposed,  or  by  the  Gen'^  Association  to 
be  entred  by  the  Scribe  in  the  Records  of  the  Gen'^ 
Association. 

Voted  that  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Gen'^  Association  be 
Holden  on  the  Third  Tuesday  of  June  next  ensuing  in  Fair- 
field County,  At  the  House  of  the  Rev^^  Mr.  Goodsell's,  at 
eleven  o'Clock  before  noon  —  and  that  in  case  any  thing 
should  intervene  that  it  cannot  be  conveniently  attended  at 
s'^  place :  Then  that  it  meet  at  the  ReV'  Mr.  Buckingham's 
in  the  West  Parish  of  Fairfield. 

Test  Thomas  Ruggles  Scribe 
A  true  Record,  Test  Thomas  Ruggles  Scribe. 

Notes. 

1.  Pastor  in  No.  Stonington  -  from  1732  to  1781. 

2.  "         Cromwell        -  -  from  1738  to  1776. 

3.  "      in  Darien     -       -  -  from  1744  to  1806. 
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KKCOIiDS  OF  THK  (JKNKKAI.  ASSOCIATION 


The  Rev.  '  Mess.' 


1  753. 

At  51  ion  of  tlie  Cleii"  Association  of  tlie  Colony  of 

Connecticut  at  the  west  paiish  of  I'':iirricl<l  in  tlic  founty  of 

1*  resent  — 
Noah  Ho)»art 
Elniitliaii  Whitman 
Epliiaiiu  Litth* 
Samuel  Whitlelsey 
Daniel  Buckin<rham  '. 
Nathan  liirdsc^y 
Samuel  Newell 
Joseph  Fowler 
James  Beehee  \ 
,  Izrahiali  Wctmore  '". 

The  Rev.''  Mr.  Noah  Holjart  was  chosen  Mo(h,'rator  —  and 
Samuel  Whittlese}'  Scril)e.  The  Convention  was  ojjcned  witli 
prayer  hy  tlie  Moderator. 

A  former  Gen"  Association  havinir  Judged  it  adviseahle 
that  there  be  a  Gen"  Convention  of  the  ministers  of  this 
Colony  annually  at  New  Haven  the  day  after  Commencement, 
and  that  a  Conacio  ad  CJerum  be  delivered  on  that  Occasion 
by  some  minister  previously  appointed  :  but  the  affair  haviuL^ 
not  yet  been  carried  into  Execution  — This  association  highly 
approving  of  the  Design  do  propose  and  Recommend  that 
such  a  Convention  be  attended  the  day  after  the  next  Com- 
mencement, and  Request  the  Rev'  Mr.  Hol>art  of  Fairfield 
and  in  case  of  his  failure  the  Rev.''  Mr.  Whitman  of  Hartford 
to  preach  the  Sermon  on  that  Occasion  at  10  o'clock  of  said 
day. 

The  Gen"  Association  ha\  im:  formerly  recommended  it  to 
the  particular  associations  of  this  Colony  to  draw  up  a 
Scheme  for  the  forming  a  General  Consociation  for  the  receiv- 
ing apj>cals  from  particular  associations,  but  several  particu- 
lar associations  not  having  sent  in  any  Scheme  for  this  pur- 
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pose  to  the  General  Association ;  we  still  recommend  it  to 
those  associations  that  have  not  yet  Signified  their  thoughts 
upon  this  affair,  that  they  would  prepare  Draughts  to  be  sent 
in  to  the  next  Gen'^  Association,  that  out  of  the  Several 
Draughts  sent  in  to  the  Gen'^  Association  they  may  draw  up 
a  Scheme  for  Executing  this  Design  —  and  it  is  further 
desired  by  this  association  that  the  Gen'^  Convention  of  the 
Ministers  which  is  Expected  to  meet  at  New  Haven  the  day 
after  the  next  Commencement  would  take  this  affair  of  a 
Gen'^  Consociation  into  Consideration. 

Voted  that  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Gen.^^  association  be  at 
the  house  of  the  Rev.^  Mr.  Hall  of  N.  Cheshire  on  the  3*^^ 
Tuesday  of  June  next  at  11  o'clock. 

Test.  Sam^^  Whittelsey,  Scribe. 

Notes. 

\  Pastor  at  Greens'  Farms  from  1742  to  1766. 
Bristol  from  1747  to  1789. 
"  East  Haddam  1751  to  1771. 

Trumbull  1747  to  1785. 
Stratford  1753  to  1780. 


1754. 

At  a  Convention  of  the  General  Association  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  at  New  Cheshire  in  Wallingford  in  the 
County  of  New  Haven  y^  18^^  June  1754 

Present 
Samuel  Hall 
William  Worthington 
Abraham  Nott 
Andrew  Bartholomew 
Benjamin  Strong  '^. 
Jona,than  Ingersol  K 
Nathan  Birdsey 
John  Norton  ^ 
Samuel  Newel 
Cyrus  Marsha 
Timothy  Pitkin «. 


The  Rev^  Mess'  ^ 


RKCOKDs  OF  THE  (;p:ni:ual  association 


Tin-  Ku\  '  Mr.  Saiiiiicl  Hall  was  chosen  Mod' — Timotliy 
l*itkin  Chosen  Scrihe.  The  Convention  was  opened  with 
Pray  e  I"  l»y  the  Mod'. 

The  (ieneral  association  having  freqnently  recommended 
to  the  Several  Particuhir  Associations  in  this  Colony  to 
lip  a  Scheme  for  the  formin<r  ii  fleneral  Consociaticjn, 
loi-  the  [{ecei villi:'  and  lieariii^'  ap|i(,'als  iVoiii  |>:irticular  Con- 
sociations; there  has  heeii  a  Sciienie  (ir  Draiiglit  sent  in  for 
this  piirj»()S(^  to  the  general  association,  from  s(jnie  particnlar 
associations,  hut  since  notwithstanding  frequent  Recommenda- 
tions Several  jiarticular  associations  have  not  Sent  a  Scheme 
according  to  Desire  and  for  afores'  j)nrpose.  We  do  still 
earnestly  reconnnend  it  to  the  Several  particular  associations 
that  have  not  yet  Sent,  that  they  wo'd  Signifie  their  thots  in 
this  matter  and  wo'd  i>repare  and  send  in  their  Draught  and 
Scheme  to  the  next  Gen"  association,  that  from  these 
Schemes  and  Draughts  there  may  he  Collected  and  Con- 
certed a  Scheme  hy  the  General  association  for  the  Pro- 
moting and  Ivxeciiting  this  Design.  And  the  New  recom- 
inendatioii  is  to  these  Particular  associations  viz:  to  the 
association  in  Hartford  County  north  and  south  Districts;  to 
the  association  in  the  County  of  Litchfield;  to  the  association 
in  the  Eastern  Circuit  in  Fairfield  County,  the  association  in 
the  County  of  New  London. 

Adjourned  till  the  next  morning  Seven  o'clock  June  11*: 
1754.  Convened  according  to  adjournment.  Voted  that  the 
next  Meeting  of  the  General  Association  he  held  at  the  house 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eells  in  Middletown  on  the  third  tuesday  of 
June  next  at  Eleven  o'clock  A.  M. 

Test  Timothy  Pitkin  Scribe. 

Notes. 

'.    Pastor  at  Harwinton  from  1738  to  1774. 
'\  Stanwich  from  173")  to  17()3. 

3.  Kidgelield  from  1740  to  1778. 

\        "         East  Hampton  from  1748  to  1778. 
Kent  from  1741  to  17  ")5. 
"         Farmington  from  1752  to  1785. 
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1755. 

Ata,  General^ Association  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  at 
in  the  North  Society  in  Middletown 


the  Rev.  Mr.  Eelles  s 
June  17,  1755 

Present  — 
Jared  Eliot 
Benj"  Colton 
John  Graham 
Will'"  Worthington 
Solomon  Williams 
Jacob  Eliot 
Noah  Hobart 
The  Eev^.  Messrs  -<  Elnathan  Whitman 
Nathaniel  Eelles  \ 
Jonath'^  Todd 
Edward  Eelles 
Jos :  Bellamy 
Noah  Welles 
James  Bebee 
Izrahiah  Wetmore 

Mr.  Jared  Eliot  was  chosen  Moderator  and  Mr.  Welles 
Scribe. 

The  Meeting  was  opened  with  Prayer  by  y"^  Moderator. 

This  Association  apprehending,  that  various  Errors  con- 
trary to  y'^  Doctrines  owned  in  the  Churches  of  this  Colony, 
are  spreading  and  prevailing  in  the  Land ;  and  that  it  is 
higlily  necessary  for  Ministers  to  bear  a  Testimony  against 
those  preaching  Errors ;  this  Association  would  earnestly 
recommend  it  to  the  particular  Associations  of  this  Colony, 
to  agree  among  themselves,  frequently  to  insist  upon  those 
Doctrines  ^contained  in  our  Confession  of  Faith,  which  are 
contrary  to  the  prevailing  Ei  roi  s  of  the  Day  :  and  particularly 
that  they  would  bear  a  seasonable  Testimony  against  Socin- 
ianism,  Arrianism,  Arminianism,  Pelagianism  and  Antinom- 
ianism,  or  any  other  Errors  that  may  arise  among  us. 
5 
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,   UKCOJIDR  OF  TUK  (iENKRAL  ASSOCIATION 


Ami  whcroas  oik;  particular  Ass(j(:ia( ion  (A  the  Colony  have 
declined  coniin<r  int(j  tin*  Proposal  of  a  (ien"  Consociation 
till  Die  Several  Associations  have  declared  their  adherance  to 
tlir  Confession  of  Faith  owned  in  our  Churches;  we  freely 
declare  our  adherance  to  the  Doctrines  contained  in  our  Con- 
fession of  Faith  and  we  would  reconinn'n<i  it  to  particular 
Associations  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  Doctrines  of  our  Con- 
fession of  Faith, 

Tilt;  Association  adjourn'  '  till  6  o'clo'*^  tomorrow  Morning. 

June  18  Met  according-  to  adjournment.  Wheras  most  of 
the  particular  Associations  in  this  Colony,  have  sent  in  to 
this  Bord  their  Express  Approbation  of  the  Motion  formerly 
made,  that  there  should  be  a  Concio  ad  Clerum  at  New  Haven 
the  Day  after  the  Public  Commencement,  annually,  and  their 
Desire  that  said  Practice  should  be  continued  :  This  Asso- 
ciation takinu-  the  Ai^air  into  Consideration,  unanimously 
approve  of  and  concur  witli  said  Motion  and  Desire.  xVnd 
for  the  more  el'I'ectual  cariying  into  Execution  the  Purpose 
and  Design  aforesaid,  recommend  it  as  our  Opinion  and 
Advice,  that  it  be  referred  to  y'  len  ticular  Associations  to 
;i})p()iut  the  Preacher  for  that  Occasion  from  Time  to  Time 
for  the  Future.  And  forasnuich  as  there  is  an  apjioiutment 
already  made  for  the  next  Commencement,  after  which  the 
advice  aforesaid  is  to  take  Place  ;  we  recommend  that  the 
future  appointments  of  the  several  })articular  associations  be 
in  Planner  and  Order  followini:-  vi/, :  in  Fairfield  Western 
Association.  In  the  Eastern  Association  in  said  County. 
The  County  of  New  Ifaven.  The  South  Association  in  the 
County  of  Hartford.  The  Xoith  Association  in  said  County. 
In  y''  County  of  Windham.  The  Western  Association  in  the 
County  of  N.  London.  The  Eastern  Association  in  s'  County. 
The  Association  in  the  County  of  Jjitchfield. 

This  Association  api»rehendinir  that  there  is  daniicu-  of  some 
bad  Consecpiences  arisimj;  fiom  the  Common  Method  of 
ijicenceinir  candidates  for  the  Mim'stry  without  any  Limita- 
tion as  to  Time,  recommend  it  to  the  i*articular  Associations 
to  come  into  aLircement  to  limit  the  Ijicence  of  Candidates  to 
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the  Term  of  four  Years,  with  these  Exceptions  viz  :  That 
such  Limitations  shall  not  respect  Preachers  that  have  been 
Ordained  Ministers;  nor  Candidates  preaching  upon  Probation 
and  under  Call  to  settle  with  that  People  to  whom  they  are 
preaching;  nor  such  Candidates  as  are  necessarily  hindered 
from  attending  the  next  Association  after  the  Expiration  of 
four  years.  1385652 

This  Association  taking  into  Consideration  the  Importance 
of  having  a  Professor  of  Divinity  in  Yale  College  would 
recommend  it  to  the  several  Ministers  in  the  Colony  to 
forward  and  promote  among  their  People  the  Subscription 
set  on  foot  for  promoting  that  Design.  And  in  the  mean 
Time,  in  consideration  of  the  great  Burden  that  lies  on  the 
Rev'^  the  President,  while  he  supplies  the  Place  of  a  Pro- 
fessor ;  we  recommend  it  to  the  Neighboring  Ministers  to 
assist  him  by  Preaching  occasionally  in  the  College  Hall. 

Ordered  that  the  next  Gen^'  Association  of  this  Colony  be 
holden  at  the  House  of  the  ReV^  Mr.  Devotion  of  Windham, 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  next. 

The  Rev.  Mess'  Worthington  and  Todd  declar'*^  before  the 
Association  that  whereas  they  are  uncertain  as  to  the  Design 
and  Business  of  a  Professor  of  Divinity  in  this  College,  and 
have  some  scruples  as  to  the  Regularity  of  the  Meeting  of 
the  Scholars  in  the  Hall  for  Public  Worship  they  therefore 
Dissent  from  the'  Vote  of  the  Association  respecting  the 
same,  and  Desire  their  Dissent  may  be  recorded. 

After  which  the  Session  was  closed  with  the  Prayer  of  the 
Moderator.  The  above  Voted  as  the  Doings  of  this  Associa- 
tion. Test  Noah  Welles  Scribe. 

Notes. 

\  Pastor  at  West  Suffield  from  1746  to  1792. 
"   ■      Stonington  from  1733  to  1786. 
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UKCOIIDH  OF  THE  CKNKUAL  ABSoCIATION 


1  756. 


At  a  Mcotiiit^  of  lln'  ( JciK.'ial  Association  ol  tin-  ('ulony  of 
Connecticut  lioldeii  at  llie  House  of  lli<-  K.  v.  '  Mr.  KI>«*iH'/.ar 
Devotion  in  Windliam  .iinu;  15:  17.")<j 


The  Rev.*'  Mr.  Solomon  Williams  was  chosen  Modeiator 
and  Elnathan  Whitman  was  chosen  Scribe. 

The  meetinir  was  opened  with  Prayer  l>y  the  Moderator. 

This  Association  appreiiendintr  that  there  is  Need  of  a 
New  Impression  of  the  Confession  of  Faith  owned  in  the 
Churches  of  this  Colony  and  of  the  Rules  of  Discipline  estah- 
lished  hy  the  laws  of  this  Colony,  recommend  it  to  particular 
Associations  to  promote  a  Suhscription  amonir  their  People 
for  the  reprinting  s''  l^ook  as  soon  as  may  he.  and  it  is  the 
Desire  of  this  Association  that  what  Sul)scriptions  may  be 
obtained  by  the  Ministers,  belonirinii-  to  the  several  Associa- 
tions, might  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  ^fr.  George  Beckwith,  and 
that  he  would  enquire  of  the  Printer,  what  s''  ]>ook  may  be 
printed  for,  and  that  if  a  sullicient  Numl>er  be  subscribed  for 
that  the  s*'  Mr.  Beckwith  would  agree  with  some  Printer  to 
print  s''  Book,  and  correct  tiie  Press,  and  this  Association 


Present. 


The  Rev. '  Messrs  < 


George  Griswohl '. 
S(3lomon  Williams 
Elnathan  Whitman 
Grindal  Rawson 
George  Beckwith 
Ebenezar  Devotion 
Hezekiah  Bissell 
Hobart  Kstalu-ook  '\ 
David  Judson  '. 
Mark  Levinwortli  \ 
Moses  Mather 
Asher  Rosseter' 
Nathaniel  Bartlett  \ 
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desire  their  own  Members  immediately  to  set  on  Foot  a  Sub- 
scription for  reprinting  s'^  Book. 

The  last  General  Association  having  recommended  it  to 
particular  Associations  to  adhere  to  the  Doctrines  contained 
in  the  Confession  of  Faith  owned  in  our  Churches ;  this  As- 
sociation would  further  recommend  it,  to  those  particular 
Associations  that  have  not  declared  their  Concurrence  with 
s*^  Confession  of  Faith,  to  declare  their  Concurrence  with  it, 
and  certify  it  to  tlie  next  General  Association. 

The  following  Questions  were  proposed  and  Resolved. 
Quest.    Whether  the  licensing  a  Candidate  for  Preach- 
ing vests  liim  with  any  proper  Office,  or  makes  him  a  proper 
Officer  in  the  Church  ?    Resolved  in  the  Negative. 

\  Quest.  Whether  such  License  be  anything  more  than 
an  orderly  Leave  (being  given  upon  examination )  to  preach 
for  a  time,  and  that  in  order  to  a  Judgment's  being  further 
made  by  Ministers  and  Churches,  whether  he  have  tliose 
Qualifications  necessary  to  be  found  in  a  Gospel  Minister  ? 

Resolved  that  such  License  is  nothing  more  than  such  a 
limited  License  for  this  end. 

^  Whether  those  that  give  such  Leave,  or  License,  have 
not  equal  Power  or  Right,  to  recall  the  same,  upon  their 
judging  it  expedient  and  necessary  so  to  do  ? 

Resolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

This  Association  recommend  it  to  the  particular  Associa- 
tions in  this  Colony  to  make  a  Draught  of  some  Emendations 
in  our  Rules  of  Ecclesiastical  Discipline  more  especially  with 
Respect  to  the  Manner  of  Voting  in  Councils  of  the  Consocia- 
tion, which  Draughts  should  be  sent  to  the  next  General 
Association  for  them  to  draw  something  out  of,  that  may  be 
to  the  Acceptance  of  the  Churches. 

In  consideration  of  the  threatening  Aspect  of  divine  Provi- 
dence at  this  day,  particularly  in  the  frequent  and  amazing 
Earthquakes,  and  their  terrible  Effects  in  various  parts  of 
the  Earth,  and  Especially  the  strange,  unusual  and  distress- 
ing War  that  is  prevailing  in  this  Land,  as  also  in  Considera- 
tion of  the  awful  Growth  and  Spread  of  Vice  and  Immorality, 


38 


RECORDS  OF  THE  (JENEHAL  ASflOClATION 


lllis  Association  tliiiik  it  a<lvisable  tliat  some  time  sliould  l>f 
s\Htni  ill  liiinihlo  and  earnest  Prayer  and  Su|»j)lication  to  Go<l, 
to  av(!rl  tlie  Token  of  his  Displeasure  and  save*  us  from  Sin 
and  I'roni  Ruin,  and  esj)eeially  tliat  lie  would  protect,  defend 
and  succeed  our  Armies  in  their  present  Kxpedition  ;  and 
accord iiij^ly  we  reeoininend  it  to  tlie  sevei-ul  Ministers  in  the 
Colony  (l)ej"ore  the  day  ol"  J*ray<'r  that  may  he  appointed  \ty 
Authority)  to  agree  with  their  People  to  spend  some  time  in 
Prayer  every  last  Thursday  in  the  Month  for  sevei  al  Months 
next  coming  for  the  End  afores'd,  unless  where  Ministers 
and  their  ]*eoplc  have  already  come  into  some  ditVerent  a.L^ree- 
ment ;  at  whicli  Times  we  think  it  hest  to  he  left  discretion- 
ary whether  to  spend  the  whole  Time  in  Prayer,  or  that  the 
Minister  if  he  he  able,  give  the  peoj)lc  a  sermon  suitahle  to  the 
Occasion. 

roted  that  the  next  General  Association  shall  he  at  the 
House  of  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Kelts  in  Stonington  on  the 
Third  Tuesday  of  June  next,  at  Eleven  of  the  clock  in  the 
Forenoon. 

The  above  was  voted  as  the  doings  of  this  Association. 

Test,  Elnathan  Whitman.  Scribe 
after  which  the  Sessions  was  closed  with  Prayer. 

Notes. 

'.  (Jeorge  Griswold  Pastor  in  East  Lyme  from  1724  to  1701. 
*.  Grindal  Rawson  "  Hadlyme  from  1745  to  1777. 
\  Holiart  Estabrook    "         Millington  from  1745  to  1766. 

David  Jiidsoii  "         Newtown  from  1743  to  1776. 

Mark  Levinworth    "  Waterburv  from  1 740  to  1795. 

Asher  Rosseter       "         Preston  from  1744  to  1781. 
\  Nathaniel  Bartlett  "         Reddinjr  from  1753  to  1810. 
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1757. 


At  a  Gen''  Association  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  at  the 
House  of  the  Rev^^  Mr.  Nathaniel  Eells  in  the  East  Society  of 
Stonington  June  21«*  1757 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Jacob  Eliot  was  chosen  Moderator  &  Mess"^*^ 
Joseph  Fish  &  Eben'  Devotion  Scribes  — 

The  meeting  being  opened  with  Prayer  by  the  Mod'  &  a 
Letter  Drawn  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eben'  Devotion  to  Doct'  Ben- 
jamin Avery  in  London,  in  vindication  of  our  Constitution 
against  the  exceptions  &  complaints  made  by  Mr.  Bliss  Wil- 
loughby  (Agent  for  the  Separate's)  to  our  Dissenting  Breth- 
ren in  England,  being  read  and  Maturely  considered,  this 
Association  approved  thereof  &  Voted  that  s'^  Letter  be  for- 
warded to  Doct'  Avery. 

Voted  that  the  Gen'^  Association  shall  meet  in  the  County 
of  Litchfield  next  after  its  session  in  New  London  County. 
Voted,  that  the  next  General  Association  shall  meet  in  the 
County  of  Litchfield  at  the  House  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Anthony 
Stoddard  at  Woodberry  on  the  Third  Tuesday  of  June  next 
at  11  o'clock  ante  meridian;  and  in  case  he  refuses,  then  to 
be  at  y^  Same  time,  at  the  House  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Gra- 


Present 


The  Rev.  'Mess-  { 


Jacob  Eliot 
Daniel  Fuller 
Jonathan  Merrick'. 
Nathaniel  Eells 
Joseph  Fish 
George  Beckwith 
Ebenezer  Devotion 
Jonathan  Todd 
Edward  Eells 
Benjamin  Throop  ^ 
John  Norton 


V 


Elijah  Sill  \ 
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liam  of  tlie  same  town.  Twjis  recoiiiiiH.'iided  Tliat  Every 
Meml)cr  of  the  (ieii"  Associati<jn  for  the  Future  eome  jire- 
pared  to  Preach.  Test,  .Jcski'H  Fjsh,  Scribe. 

NOTKS. 

'.  .lonathaii  Merrick  l^astor  :il  Xortli  lii'aiiinrd  from  1726 
to  17<;!>. 

'.  Benjamin  Tiii(jo|)  at  lloziah  iioiii  1781t  ly  1786. 

\  Flijah  Sill  "         Sherman  liuiii  17ol  to  1770. 

1758. 

[Tn  the  mannsfri|)t  lecord  l)ook  we  have,  between  1757 
and  17511,  ncai  ly  two  full  i)laidv  pages,  and  no  clue  to  a  reason 
why  the  meetin<»-  appointed  for  this  year  was  not  reported. 
In  tlie  records  of  Litchlield  County  Association,  held  in  Salis- 
bury May  30th  of  tliis  year,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Stoddard  and 
(Iraham  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  meeting  at  Wood- 
bury, the  next  June,  and  Mr.  (Jrahani  was  designated  as  the 
preacher.  But  no  other  reference  to  the  meeting  of  this  year 
is  found,  and  like  the  year  173i>,  it  is  without  any  recorded 
action.] 

1  759. 

At  a  Meeting  of  tlie  (ieneral  Association  uf  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  at  the  House  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Wiiite 
in  Danbury  dune  19:  175!> 

Present 
John  Graham 
Moses  Dickinson 
Jedidial.  Mills 
Elnathan  Whitman 
Daniel  llum|threy 
The  Rev.  '  Mess\  ^;  Ei)euezer  White 

Kleazar  Whetdock 
.lohn  Trumble 
Joseph  liellamy 
Jonatlian  Ingersol 
,  William  Russel 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Moses  Dickinson  was  chosen  Moderator  of 
the  Association  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Elnathan  Whitman  was 
chosen  Scribe.  The  Association  was  opened  with  Prayer  by 
the  Moderator.  Adjourned  till  tomorrow  Morning  at  7  of 
the  Clock. 

June  20*''  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved  by  this  Association  that  as  the  Consociation  of 
Churches  is  one  great  thing  that  the  Composers  of  our  Plat- 
form had  in  View,  as  they  expressly  declare  that  wliat  affects 
all  ought  to  be  managed  by  all,  so  the  Ecclesiastical  Consti- 
tution of  this  Colony  knows  of  no  other  Council  whatever 
but  a  Council  of  the  coiisociated  Churches  of  the  District,  or 
in  some  cases  a  Consociation  of  a  particular  District  united 
witli  a  neighboring  Consociation,  called  in,  according  to  the 
Direction  of  the  Constitution. 

Resolved  that  it  is  most  Expedient  for  the  preventing  the 
introducing  of  unsound  and  unqualified  men  into  the  Minis- 
try, and  intirely  agi-eeable  to  our  Ecclesiastical  Constitution 
that  the  Council  for  the  Ordination  of  Ministers  (to  whose 
province  it  belongs  to  examine  Candidates  for  Ordination) 
should  consist  of  the  Consociation  of  the  District  to  which 
the  church  belongs  over  which  a  Pastor  is  to  be  Ordained, 
and  as  this  has  been  practiced  for  sundry  Years  by  several 
Consociations  in  this  Government  so  we  recommend  it  to 
Universal  Practice. 

Resolved  that  it  is  most  expedient  that  Candidates  for 
preaching  should  be  Examined  by  the  Association  and  License 
given  them  for  Preaching  should  be  signed  by  the  Moderator 
or  Scribe  of  the  Association,  and  accordingly  we  recommend 
it  to  particular  Associations  to  come  into  this  Practice. 

An  answer  to  a  Letter  from  the  ReV^  Mr.  Samuel  Hall  of 
New  Cheshire,  voted  to  be  sent  to  him. 

Rev.  Sir  —  We  have  received  your  Letter  in  behalf  of  our 
aggrieved  Brethren  at  Wallingford,  relative  to  their  State, 
which,  as  you  say  is  indeed  very  deplorable  and  in  which  you 
in  their  Names  desire  our  Advice  — and  having  considered 
the  affair  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  as  they  are  at  present 
6 
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safe  under  the  Conduct  of  \oui-  Consociation,  and  not  douht- 
ing  our  Ceneral  Assenihly  will  Next  Octoljer  take  tlioni  under 
their  Pnjtection,  and  provide  tor  their  couif(jrtaljle  S(.'ttle- 
ment,  it  may  be  their  wisest  Couisc  till  then  to  nttend  on 
public  Worship  where  tliey  can,  patiently  suljuiitl in<r  to  pres- 
ent Inconvenience,  in  Expec'tation  of  so  speeiiy  a  Relief. 

Voted  that  the  next  General  Association  be  at  the  Rev.'* 
Mr.  Jonathan  Merrick's  in  North  lb  ant  ford  on  th<'  o'^  Tues- 
day of  June  next. 

Voted  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Russell  of  Middleton 
preach  the  Concio  ad  Cleruni  in  the  College  Hall,  at  the  next 
Commencement,  and  in  case  he  fail,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lock  wood 
of  Weathersfield  preach  the  Sermon  on  that  Occasion. 

Voted  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  particular  Associa- 
tions to  set  forward  a  Subscription  for  the  reprinting  our 
Confession  of  Faith  and  Ecclesiastical  Constitution  in  ease 
the  General  Assembly  do  not  Older  the  reprinting  them  at 
their  Session  in  October  next,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock  of  JiCbanon  receive  the  Subscri}>- 
tions  and  agree  with  the  Printer  for  the  Impression. 

Unanimously  passed  in  the  Association 

Test  Elnathan  Whitman  Scribe. 

Notes. 

'.  Jedidiah  Mills  Pastor  in  Huntington  from  1724  to  1773. 
\  Daniel  Hunii)hry   -        Derby  from  1733  to  17.S3. 
\  Ebcnezer  Wliite    "        Danljury  from  1736  to  1764. 
\  Elcazar  Wheelock Columbia  from  1735  to  177U. 
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1760. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  convened  at  the  House  of  the  Rev'\  Jonathan 
Merrick  in  North  Brandford  June  17^^  :  1760 


The  Rev'^  Mr.  Samuel  Hall  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  the 
Rev'^  Elnathan  Whitman  was  chosen  Scribe.  The  Associa- 
tion was  opened  with  Prayer  by  the  Moderator. 

The  General  Association  of  this  Colony  having  in  their 
Sessions  the  last  year,  given  it  as  that  opinion,  that  the 
Ecclesiastical  Constitution  of  this  Colony  know  of  no 
Ecclesiastical  Council  for  any  Purpose  whatever,  but  a 
Council  of  the  Consociation  of  the  District  where  some 
Ecclesiastical  affair  is  to  be  transacted  —  This  Association 
do  further  declare  it  as  their  opinion  tliat  the  Council  of  the 
Consociation  of  New  Haven  County  had  a  Right  of  Jurisdic- 
tion in  Matters  relative  to  Mr.  Dana's  Ordination,  and  that 
it  was  an  Infringement  of  our  Ecclesiastical  Constitution  for 
any  Number  of  Ministers  to  interpose  in  the  Affair  of  s'' 


Present 


The  Rev'^.  Mess.  { 


Samuel  Hall 
Jonathan  Merrick 
Elnathan  Whitman 
Edward  Eells 
Moses  Bartlit 
William  Hart 
Abraham  Todd' 
Samuel  Newel 
Joseph  Bellamy 
Moses  Mather 
Nathan  Strong  ^ 
Andrew  Bartholomew 
Israhiah  Wetmore 
Nathanael  Bartlit 
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Af'  Dansrs  OldiiKitioii  in  ( )|)|»().sil ion  to  tin.-  Consociation  of 
s'  County.  And  it  is  lurtlicr  the  opinion  of  tliis  Association 
that  it  is  tli<'  Rii^lit  of  our  Consociatcd  Cliurclies  to  be 
satislied  :is  to  tlie  Ortliodoxy  and  other  ncccssarv  Qualifica- 
tions for  the  ministry  of  any  candidate  for  Ordination  in 
tlieir  respective  Limits  before  s''  Candichite  is  ordained. 

Apjdication  havini^  been  nia(h.'  to  this  Association  hy  a 
Coniniittco  (jf  the  ('onsociated  Cliurcii  in  tiie  Ih'st  Society  of 
Wallingford  desirin*^"  our  Advice  in  their  present  Circum- 
stances—  'J'his  Association  advise  s  ( '(tnsociatcd  Cliurch  to 
Endeavor  to  ol)tain  as  many  more  of  tin-  N(  i'j'ld)Ouring 
Ministers  to  preach  among  them  as  they  can.  and  as  to  any 
other  Supply  of  Preaching  we  advise  them  to  follow  the 
Advice  and  Direction  of  the  Association  of  New  Haven 
County. 

Foted  that  the  next  General  Association  be  at  the  House 
of  the  Rev'.  Elnatban  Whitman  of  Hartford  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  June  Next  at  Eleven  of  the  Clock  in  the  forenoon. 
Passed  in  the  General  Association 

Test  Elnathan  Whitman,  Scribe. 

Notes. 


'.    Abraham  Todd  Pastor  2-'  Greenwich  1734-1773. 
\    Nathan  Strong  North  Coventry  174:)-171»4. 
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The  Rev.*^  Mess.^  { 


1761. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  convened  at  the  House  of  the  Rev/  Elnathan 
Whitman,  in  Hartford  June  16^'^  1761 

Present 
^  Jared  Eliot  Moderator 
Samuel  Hall 
Solomon  Williams 
Jonathan  Merrick 
Elnathan  Whitman  Scribe 
William  Hart 
Ebenezer  Devotion 
Nathaniel  Tayler 
Daniel  Brinsmead 
Israliiah  Wetmore 
James  Lockwood^ 
Joshua  Beldin 
Seth  Pomroy  \ 
Samuel  Sherard  \ 
I  Robert  Ross 

The  Rev.'^  Mr.  Jared  Eliot  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  the 
Rev.'^  Elnathan  Whitman  was  chosen  Scribe.  The  Associa- 
tion was  opened  with  Prayer. 

Voted  that  an  humble  Address  of  Condolence  and  Con- 
gratulation, be  presented  to  his  Majesty  in  the  Name  of  the 
Ministers  of  the  Consociated  Churches  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  in  the  following  Words  viz : 
To  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Consociated 
Churches  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  convened  in  General 
Association  at  Hartford  June  16,  1761  — 
Most  gracious  Sovereign  — 

We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the 
Ministers  of  the  Consociated  Churches  of  the  Colony  of 
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Connecticut  in  New  I']M<i-I:iii(l,  most  iiiinihly  l»eg  leave  to  take 
this  opportunity  at  our  lirst  (Jenoral  Convention  since  your 
Majestys  accession  to  tlie  Tlirone,  to  express  our  deep  sense 
of  the  unspeakahh'  loss  your  Majesty,  your  Kingdoms  and 
these  remote  Parts  of  your  Majesty's  Dominions  have  sus- 
tained by  the  Death  of  liis  late  Majesty,  your  royal  (Grand- 
father, and  with  Die  sincerest  joy  to  Congratulate  your 
Majesty's  happy  and  peaceful  Accestion  to  the  Throne  of  your  * 
Ancestors;  the  happiness  of  his  late  Majesty's  wise  and 
auspicious  government  so  sensibly  felt  in  every  Part  of  liis 
dominions,  and  the  critical  situation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
made  all  good  men  among  his  subjects,  solicitons  for  the  Con- 
tinuance of  the  important  Life  of  your  royal  Grandfather, 
and  his  sudden  Removal  would  have  filled  his  faithful  subjects 
with  much  greater  anxiety  had  not  your  Majesty's  Succession 
to  the  Crown  dispelled  their  fears,  and  opened  the  most 
pleasing  Prospect  of  the  Continuance  of  all  the  Blessings 
that  can  be  Expected  from  the  Covernmeiit  of  the  best  of 
Kings. 

Your  Majesty  ascends  the  Throne  amidst  the  Difficulties 
and  Uncertainties  of  War,  we  thankfully  Adore  the  good 
Providence  of  God,  which  has  crowned  it  with  signal  Success 
in  every  ])art  of  the  World,  and  esj)ecially  in  America  where 
the  Designs  of  your  Majesty's  Enemies  have  been  utterly 
defeated,  important  Acquisitions  made  to  your  Majesty's  Ter- 
ritories (which  we  humbly  ho}>e  to  see  united  to  the  Crown) 
and  the  l>ritish  Colonies  delivered  from  those  Distresses  and 
Devastations  to  which  they  were  frequently  exposed. 

Your  Majesty's  royal  virtues.  Regard  to  Heligion  and  \'ir- 
tue,  and  the  true  Interests  of  your  Kingdoms,  for  which  you 
are  so  much  the  Delight  of  your  People,  give  us  the  most 
pleasing  hopes  of  the  greatest  Security  and  Hap]»iness  under 
your  Majesty's  Government. 

And  as  the  Churches  under  our  Care  have  always  distin- 
guished themselves  by  their  Loyalty  and  Obedience,  we  hum- 
bly recommend  them  and  Our  Selves  to  your  Majesty's  favor 
and  Protection,  and  \\     shall  make  it  our  constant  Care  to 
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inculcate  upon  them  Submission  to  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  Authority,  which  we  shall  endeavour  to  enforce  by 
our  own  example.  And  having  our  heart  animated  with 
Zeal  for  your  Majesty's  Service,  we  shall  not  cease  to  offer 
up  our  fervent  Supplications  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  would 
multiply  liis  Blessings  upon  your  royal  Person,  that  he  would 
render  your  Majesty's  Reign  long,  happy  and  glorious  and 
that  he  would  maintain  the  Protestant  Succession  in  your 
Majestys  royal  House  to  the  latest  Generations. 

Signed  in  the  name  and  by  Order  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
Consociated  Churches  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 

Jared  Eliot  Moderator 

Voted  that  the  Rev.''  Mr.  Jared  Eliot  be  desired  to  send  the 
foregoing  Address  inclosed  in  a  Letter  to  the  Honorable 
Richard  Jackson  Esq',  Agent  of  this  Colony  desiring  him  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  present  it  to  his  Majesty,  and 
endeavour  to  obtain  his  gracious  Acceptance. 

As  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Association  that  the 
Neglect  of  Family  Prayer  is  a  growing  Evil  among  our 
People,  we  recommend  it  to  particular  Associations  to  take 
the  Matter  into  their  serious  Consideration  and  come  into 
such  Measures  respecting  it  as  shall  be  thouglit  most  likely 
to  reform  this  growing  Evil. 

Voted,  that  the  next  General  Association  be  at  the  house 
of  the  Rev^'  Mr.  Richard  Salter  in  Mansfield  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  June  next  at  Eleven  of  the  Clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Passed  in  the  General  Association 

Test  Elnatban  Whitman,  Scribe. 

Notes. 

\  Nathaniel  Taylor  Pastor  in  New  Milford  from  1748  to  1790. 
\  James  Lockwood  "  Wethersfield  from  1739  to  1772. 
^  Joshua  Beldin  "  Newington    from  1747  to  1805. 

\  Seth  Pomroy  "     "Greenfield    from  1758  to  1769. 

^  Samuel  Sherwood  "  "  Weston  from  1757  to  1783. 
^  Robert  Ross  "     "  1^'  Bridgeport  from  1753  to  1797. 
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The  Rev.''  Mess^\  { 


1762. 

At  a  (il('ncr;il  Associat  ion  nl  tjir  ('«»l(jiiv  of  C'(jiiii«M:( iciit  :it 
Maiisli<"l(l  June  1.")  :  ITUi^ 

Present 
f  Geurue  Ik'ekwitli 
EbeiK'zar  Devotion 
Benjaniiu  Thoope 
Hobart  Eastabrook 
Ricliai  d  Salter  '. 
Samuel  Newell 
Noah  Welles 
Samuel  Luckwood  \ 
John  Ellis 
Judah  Champion  \ 
Abel  Newell  \ 
Nathanael  Whitaker'. 

M'.  Beckwith  was  chosen  Moderator  and  Mr.  Welles  Scribe. 

The  meetinii'  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Moderator. 

The  Rev.  Mess'^  Jonatlian  Merrick  and  Warham  Williams 
appeared  in  Association  as  deleizates  from  the  Association  of 
New  Haven  County,  and  by  order  of  their  Constituents  laid 
before  us  the  Copy  of  a  Vote  of  s'  Association,  settin<r  forth 
that  tlie  Rev.''  Mess'"  Willi;iin  Unit  and  John  Devotion  of 
Saybrook,  and  the  churches  ot  wliieh  they  are  Pastors  had 
voted  to  hold  coniuiunion  with  Mr.  James  Dana  of  Walling- 
ford  and  those  his  Adherents  at::iinst  whom  a  Sentence  of 
Non-C<»mniunion  had  iieen  pronounced  by  a  joynt  Council  of 
the  Consociation  of  New  Haven  County  and  the  South  Con- 
sociation of  the  County  of  Hartford,  ;ind  that  the  s^  Mr. 
Devotion  Inis  in  his  own  and  in  the  Name  of  the  Church  of 
which  he  is  Pastor,  dcclanMl  ]>ul)licly  in  the  face  of  Mr. 
Dana's  Congregation  that  they  will  hold  Communion  with 
them,  and  as  a  Testimony  thereof  preached  to,  and  aduiinis- 
tered  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism  amongst  them  —  desiring 
the  Opinion  and  Advice  of  this  Association  in  the  Affair. 
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Whereupon  the  following  Case  was  stated  for  our  Con- 
sideration and  Resolution  viz  : 

The  Churches  in  a  Province  by  explicit  Agreement  unite 
to  hold  a  mutual  Communion  and  Discipline,  and  for  the 
more  convenient  carrying  on  the  same  to  mutual  Edification 
agree  to  divide  themselves  into  four  distinct  Districts  each  of 
which  have,  for  instance,  ten  Cliurclies  in  them.  One  of  the 
s'^  Churches  in  one  of  the  Districts  falls  into  Heresy  or  other 
Scandal.  The  other  nine  Churches  united  in  Consociation 
take  proper  Methods  according  to  the  Gospel  and  agreeable 
to  s"^  Union  to  convince  and  reclaim  them,  but  they  continue 
finally  obstinate.  After  due  waiting  the  s'^  nine  Churches 
pronounce  a  sentence  of  Noncommunion  against  the  s'^ 
offending  Chui-cli.  Quere  — Whether  their  thus  withdrawing 
Communion  from  s''  offending  Church  is  to  be  understood  as 
only  for  themselves  ;  or  whether  the  other  three  Districts  are 
not  by  virtue  of  their  Union  so  included  as  to  be  obliged  to 
carry  towards  the  offending  and  censured  Church  as  the 
other  nine  churches  are  obliged  to  do. 

This  Association  having  considered  the  Case  declare  it  as 
their  Opinion  that  the  other  three  Districts,  arc  by  virtue  of 
their  Union  as  aboves''  obliged  to  conduct  toward  the  offending 
Church  as  the  other  nine  Churches  are  obliged  to  do. 

And  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  Mess*"^  Hart  and 
Devotion  with  their  respective  Churches  as  related  above, 
altho'  we  do  not  look  upon  it  as  a  Matter  that  lies  before  us 
to  give  a  Determination  in  the  case,  yet  as  the  Association 
of  New  Haven  has  desired  our  Opinion  and  Advice  —  Tis 
declared  as  the  Opinion  of  this  Association  that  they  ought 
to  be  called  upon  by  their  proper  Judges  to  assign  a  Reason 
of  their  Conduct  and  abide  the  Judgment  that  shall  be  given 
in  the  Case  :  We  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  Association 
to  which  they  belong  to  Enquire  into  their  Conduct  and  the 
Reasons  of  it,  and  according  as  it  shall  appear  to  take  the 
Steps  directed  to  in  our  Constitution  to  bring  the  Matter  to 
an  Issue. 

Voted  that  the  Convention  of  the  general  Association  on 
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Ml-.  I5('rk\vi(li  ill  (lie  Noitli  Society  in  Lyme. 

The  altos e  \'ot('(|  ;is  flic  (l(jiii;is  of  this  Associatioii.  Alter 
wliieli  the  Association  coiicliKied  witli  Prayer  hy  liie 
Moderator.  Test  Noah  Wellks,  Scribe. 

NOTKS. 

'.  Ricliard  Salter     Pastor  in  Maiislield  t'roin  1744  to  1887. 

Saimiel  Lock  wood             Aiidover  174U  to  1791. 

'.  John  Ellis               -     -  Franklin  1753  to  1779. 

'.  Judah  Champion      -         Litchfield  "    17.03  to  179H. 

■.  Abel  Newell            -        (ioshen  1755  to  1781. 

Nathaniel  Whittaker"    2'"'  Norwich  "    17G1  to  1769. 


Rev.''  Messrs. 


1  763. 

At  a  general  Association  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  at 
Lyme  3  '  Parish  June  21^'  17f  )3 

Present 

Griiidal  Rawson 
Ephraim  Little 
George  Beckwith 
William  Gay  lord 
William  Hart 
Ebeiieza''  Devotion 
John  Trumbal 
Mark  Leavenworth 
Edward  Dorr 
Josej)h  Perry  '. 

Mr.  Little  was  chosen  Moderator  and  Mr.  Devotion  Scribe. 
The  Meeting  was  opened  with  Prayer  by  the  Moderator. 

Voted  that  the  Rev  '  Mr.  Hart  be  requested  for  a  Copy  of 
his  Sermon  preached  before  this  Association,  that  it  may  be 
printed  if  a  Sufficient  Sum  is  subscribed  for  the  printing  of  it. 

Voted  that  whereas  theAVestern  Association  of  the  County 
of  New  London,  have  in  Pursuance  of  the  advice  of  the  last 
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general  Association  called  Messr^  Hart  and  Devotion  to  Ac- 
count for  their  holding  Communion  with  Mr.  James  Dana 
&c.  and  sent  their  Return  to  this  Board.  Altho'  this  Asso- 
ciation don't  look  upon  themselves  as  the  proper  Judges  to 
determine  the  Conduct  of  s^^  Associati(jn  or  take  it  upon  our- 
selves to  pass  any  decisive  Judgment  in  s'^  Case,  Yet  inas- 
much as  tis  desired  by  the  Delegates  from  s'^  Western  Asso- 
ciation that  s^^  Return  might  be  entered  on  the  Records  of 
this  Board  we  do  order  the  Scribe  to  Record  the  Same  as 
follows  — 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Western  Association  of  N.  London 
County  at  the  House  of  the  Rev'^  Mr.  Stephen  Johnson  in 
Lyme  Oct.  6 :  1762  Present  the 

Rev."^  Messr'  Jared  Eliott,  Moderator,  George  Beckwith, 
William  Hart,  Stephen  Johnson,  John  Devotion,  Stephen 
Holmes,  Scribe,  Simeon  Stoddard  — 

This  Association  having  agreeable  to  the  Advice  of  the 
G-eneral  Association  at  the  last  Session,  inquired  into  the 
Conduct  of  the  Rev.  Messrs  William  Hart  and  John  Devo- 
tion in  giving  Communion  to  Mr.  Dana  and  his  Church  and 
censured  Members,  and  into  the  Reasons  thereof :  find  that 
they  have  given  them  only  that  common  Ministerial  and 
Christian  or  Church  Communion  which  all  our  consociated 
Churches  have  ever  given  to  our  neighboring  Churches  who 
are  unconsociated,  and  that  have  not  and  do  not  pretend  a 
Right  to  interfere  in  what  concerns  Special  consociation 
Communion,  which  they  fully  acknowledge  to  be  wholly  in 
the  Power  of  our  Consociations ;  the  matter  appearing  to  us 
in  this  Light  we  do  not  Judge  our  Brethren  guilty  of  censur- 
able Conduct.    Yoted  Nemine  Contradicente. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record  — 

Test  Stephen  Holmes,  Scribe. 
Yoted,  That  the  next  Gen.  association  be  at  The  House  of 
the  Rev.*^  Mr.  Benedict  in  Woodbury  first  Parish. 


Notes. 

Joseph  Perry  Pastor  in  So.  Windsor  from  1755  to  1783. 
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The 
Rev." 

Mess''^ 


1  764. 

Tlic  General  A ssocial ioii  of  the  (Nilnny  of  ( '<»iin(Mjti(Mil  met 
at  Woodltiiry  the  tliiid  'rii(s«lay  of. Jim. ■  17«j4. 

Present 

'  Jedidiali  Mills 
Orindal  Hawson 
William  Seward  '. 
Benjamin  Slrontr 
John  '^J^  unil)l(' 
Joseph  Bellamy 
Ehenezer  Booge 
Bohert  Ross 
John  Devotion  ''. 
Noah  Benedict'. 
^  Benjamin  Dnnning \ 

Mr.  Mills  was  chosen  Modeiator  and  Afi-.  Ross  Scribe. 
The  Meeting  was  opened  with  Prayer  hy  the  Moderator. 

As  the  General  Association  is  designed  Especially  to  con- 
sult Things  which  tend  to  promote  Peace  and  Union  among 
the  Chnrches  in  this  Colony  :  and  as  it  is  manifest  the  Judg- 
ments of  Consociations  have  in  several  Instances  not  been 
satisfactory,  and  Ministers  and  Churches  have  not  looked  on 
themselves  obliged  to  abide  by  their  Doings,  but  have  acted 
coMuti^r  to  them  ;  and  as  no  Method  has  been  agreed  upon  in 
which  Ministers  and  Churches  may  signify  their  Dissatisfac- 
tion to  the  Consociation  which  tliey  suppose  have  misjudged 
in  any  Case  in  order  to  get  Satisfaction,  and  so  have  at  one 
Time  and  another  gone  into  Methods  of  testifying  their 
Disapprobation  which  have  given  Offence:  To  the  End  there- 
fore that  some  Method  may  be  agreed  upon  by  common  Con- 
sent in  which  for  the  future  particular  Associations  or  Con- 
sociations or  ^linistcrs  or  Churches  may  inoffensively  signify 
their  Dissatisfaction  and  give  Light  to.  or  receive  it  from 
Consociations  whose  Judgment  is  disapproved,  this  Associa- 
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tion  recommends  it  to  particular  Associations  to  take  this 
Matter  into  Consideration  and  to  offer  their  Sentiments  on  it 
to  the  next  General  Association  and  Endeavour  to  point  out 
such  a  Method  as  they  look  upon  to  be  most  regular. 

1.  In  Conversation  on  the  Point  it  has  been  queried  — 
Whether  it  might  not  l)e  advisable  for  such  aggrieved  Mem- 
bers of  Churches  or  Associations  to  apply  to  the  Association 
of  that  District,  in  which  they  suppose  such  Case  has  been 
misjudged  with  the  Reasons  of  their  Uneasiness  at  their 
Judgment,  to  desire  them  to  call  a  Council  of  that  Consocia- 
tion to  reconsider  s'^  Case. 

2.  Whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  upon  the  refusal  of  such 
Association,  that  the  aggrieved  Members  of  Churches,  and 
Associations,  apply  to  the  General  Association  with  their 
Reasons  as  aforesaid  desiring  them  if  they  think  the  Case 
requires  it,  to  recommend  it  to  s''^  Association  to  call  a  Coun- 
cil of  s'^  District  to  reconsider  the  Matter. 

The  following  questions  were  bro't  to  the  Association  which 
were  thus  answered  viz. 

1.  Has  a  Husband  any  Right  to  exercise  Authority  over 
his  Wife  in  Cases  wherein  there  are  different  Sentiments 
respecting  Religion  ?    Ans.  No. 

2.  Whether  for  the  Husband  to  reflect  upon,  or  treat  his 
wife  with  any  Bitterness  or  Unkindness  on  Account  of  differ- 
ent Sentiments  and  Practice  as  abovesaid  is  wicked  and 
abusive  ?    Ans.  Yes. 

3.  Whether  it  be  lawful  and  right  for  the  Wife  out  of  Com- 
pliance with  her  Husband  to  conform  to  his  Practice  contrary 
to  her  Sentiments  where  there  are  religious  Differences  ? 
Ans.  No. 

The  next  General  Association  was  appointed  to  be  at  the 
House  of  the  Rev.^  Mr.  Dickinson  in  Norwalk  on  the  third 
Tuesday  in  June  next.  The  Association  Voted  the  above 
and  foregoing  as  their  Doings 

Test  Robert  Ross,  Scribe. 
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NOTKS. 

'.  VVilliaiu  Seward  Pasloriii  K illii)«r\v<jr1  li  li  oin  173st()17«2. 

Khonc/ei-  IJootxc  West  Avon  IVoin  17')1  to  1767. 

\  Joliii  Devotion  Westl)rook  from  1757  to  1«0*2. 

Noah  IJenLMlict  1'  Woodbury  Ironi  1 7GU  to  1811 . 

\  Benjamin  Dunning''       Marlboro  from  1702  to  1773. 


1765 


At  a  Convention  of  the  i-cnei'al  Association  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  at  Norwalk  in  the  County  of  Fairfield  on  the 
3''  Tuesdav  of  June  AD  1765 


The 

Rev' 
Messieurs 


Present 

Moses  Dickinson 
George  Beck  with 
Edward  Eelles  Moderator 
Daniel  Humphrey 
Mark  La ven worth 
Noah  Welles 
Edward  Don- 
Nathaniel  Taylor 
Israhiah  Wetmore 
Nathaniel  Bartlett 
Hezekiali  Gold 
Stephen  Holmes'. 
Nathaniel  Hooker*. 
Knoch  Huntington 
Joseph  Huntington  ^ 


The  Rev'  Mr.  Eells  was  chosen  Moderator  and  Mr.  Wet- 
more,  Scribe.  The  Meeting  was  opened  with  Prayer  offered 
by  the  Moderator.  Discoursed  of  sundry  Matters  relative  to 
State  of  the  Churches  and  the  Interest  of  Religion.  Ad- 
journed till  7  o'clock  tomorrow  Morning. 


OF  THE  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 


55 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

AVhereas  it  was  recommended  by  the  last  general  Associa- 
tion to  the  several  particular  Associations  in  this  Colony  to 
prepare  and  send  into  the  next  general  Association  some  ex- 
pedient that  might  be  made  use  of  in  order  for  aggrieved 
Persons  to  obtain  a  rehearing  of  those  Cases  wherein  they 
conceive  the  Consociation  have  misjudged  and  inasmuch  as 
the  particular  Associations  have  not  in  general  thought  fit  to 
send  in  to  this  Board  any  Proposals  for  the  above  mentioned 
Purposes,  this  Association  is  of  the  Opinion  tliat  the  Rule  of 
the  Platform  is  so  plain  in  all  such  cases  and  so  well  under- 
stood "and  practiced  upon  by  the  Churches  in  general  that  no 
further  Provision  is  needful  to  be  made. 

The  following  questions  were  proposed  to  this  Association 
for  their  Consideration  and  Resolution  —  viz  Ques" 

1^^  Whether  present  difficult  State  of  the  C^^'^^^  of  this 
Colony  respecting  the  Support  and  Continuance  of  a  learned 
orthodox  Ministry  doth  require  any  further  Provision  to  be 
made  therefor  ? 

Resolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

Q'^  II  Whether  it  be  prudent  &  advisable  for  this  Associa- 
tion to  go  into  any  Measures  to  procure  any  further  Provision 
for  the  Purpose  afores"*  ? 

Resolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

Whereupon  this  Association  do  unanimously  recommend 
it  to  the  Several  particular  Associations  of  this  Colony  to 
take  the  Matter  into  their  Serious  Consideration  &  appoint 
some  sutable  Persons  to  meet  at  Hartford  in  May  next  at  the 
Election  to  advise  with  each  Other  and  prosecute  such  Meth- 
ods as  upon  the  whole  may  be  thought  most  effectual  to 
Remedy  the  Evil  complained  of:  and  in  the  mean  time  do 
recommend  it  to  the  Members  of  this  Association  to  take  all 
Sutable  Opportunity  of  advising  with  any  of  the  principal 
Gentlemen  in  the  Government  what  may  be  the  most  proper 
Measures  to  be  pursued  in  this  Case. 

A  Motion  was  made  to  this  Association  concerning  the 
Decency  &  Propriety  of  making  the  public  reading  of  the 
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Sacred  Scripturea  a  Tiirt  ol  the  pii)>lick  Woisliip  in  our 
and  as  Unifonnif y  in  said  Practici;  is  greatly  to  Ije  dcRired 
this  Association  do  caiiK'stly  iecominoi)d  it  to  the  several 
particular  Associations  to  promote  said  i'ractice  among  the 
several  C''''\ 

The  next  general  Association  is  appointed  to  he  at  the 
House  of  the  Rev''  Mi-.  Kii;iiil<'s  in  (Jnilfoid  at  11  o'clock 
ante  Meridian.  'Die  aljove  A-  foregoing  \'oted  as  the  Hoings 
of  this  Association. 

Teste  IsitAHiAH  Wetmore,  Scribe. 
Notes. 

Stephen  Holmes  Pastor  Centerbrook      1757  to  1773. 

Nathaniel  Hooker  "  West  Hartford  1757  to  1870. 
\  Enoch  Huntington  ^'  1  '  Middletown  1762  to  1809. 
\  Joseph  Huntington  "     South  Coventry  1763  to  1794. 


1766. 

At  a  General  Association  of  the  Ministers  in  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  at  Guilford  the  3 '  Tue'sday  in  June  1766  at 
the  House  of  the  Rev  '  Mr.  Thomas  Ruggles, 

Presc7it 

Thomas  Ruggles 
George  Bcckwitli 
Edward  Eells 
Joseph  Bellamy 
Moses  Mather 
Joseph  Fowler 
Samuel  Sherwood 
Nath"  Bartlit 
tFudah  Champion 
Elizer  Goodrich 
Noah  Wetmore 
Levi  Hart 
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The  Rev^^  The*  Ruggles  was  chosen  Mod\  Edward  Eells 
Scribe. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Moderator. 

There  was  a  motion  made  to  this  association  by  the  Synod 
of  New  York  and  Pliiladelpliia  contained  in  minutes  from 
the  Synod  Book  &  a  Letter,  which  are  as  follows. 

A  minute  from  the  Synod  Book  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia of  May  29  P.  M.  anno  Salutis  1766  viz : 

An  Overture  was  made  by  some  members  that  we  ought 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  some  Correspondence  betwen  this 
Synod  &  the  Consociated  Churches  of  our  Brethen  in  Con- 
necticut a  Draught  of  a  letter  from  this  Synod  to  them  was 
brought,  in,  read,  &  approved  —  The  Rev'  Mr.  Elihu  Spencer 
moderator,  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Ewing  &  Mr.  Patrick  Alison 
are  Desired  to  present  this  Letter  &  Confer  with  our 
Brethren  upon  this  affair,  and  provided  it  shall  seem  meet  to 
our  Rev.''  Brethren  to  attend  to  this  our  proposal  so  far  as  to 
appoint  Commissioners  from  their  body  to  meet  with  Com- 
missioners from  ours,  we  appoint  the  Rev.  D'  Francis  Alison, 
the  Rev^'  Mess'  John  Roger,  Timothy  Jones,  William 
Tennent  Sen',  Elisha  Kent,  John  Smith,  John  Blair,  & 
Samuel  Buel  to  meet  with  them  at  such  time  &  place  as 
the  Rev.''  Brethren  from  Connecticut  shall  agree.  The  Rev.^' 
Mr.  John  Rogers  is  appointed  to  give  the  Committee  notice 
of  what  the  associated  Brethren  will  do  Relative  to  this 
matter. 

A  true  Copy 

Matthew  Wilson  Synod  Clerk. 

Rev.^'  &  Brethren  — The  Synod  of  New  York  &  Phila- 
delphia at  their  annual  meeting  in  May  1766  have  among 
many  other  expedients  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
Redeemer's  Kingdom,  concluded  upon  the  most  mature 
Deliberation,  that  a  general  meeting  of  Delegates  both 
from  your  Chh^  &  our  Presbyteries  would  answer  this 
important  purpose —our  earnest  Desire  to  accomplish 
so  good  an  end  has  engaged  us  to  embrace  this  oppor- 
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tiniity  of  your  next  general  asHociatioii  to  propose  tlie  matter 
to  yuiir  Seiiuus  D^'lihcratioii  &  to  iiivi(<,*  you  io  a  urMieral 
Consultation  al)Out  sucli  tliiuirs  as  may  have*  :i  hopeful 
Icndciifv  to  iti'omolc  A  <l(*t('iMl  IIk-  Conuiion  Cause  of 
l^t'liiiion  a<2,ainst  (lie  attacks  ol'  its  vai-ious  Knemirs.  As  we 
arc  all  l>rctliren,  eniharkcMl  in  the  same  Jnterest,  perfectly 
a<^rced  in  Doctrine  A  worsliij).  Siihstantially  pursuing  the 
same  method  of  Discipline  ct  C  ''  Government,  \  we  trust 
all  animated  with  the  Same  Laudable  Zeal  to  advance  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Common  Lord,  we  cannot  but  hope  for  your 
ready  concurrence  with  our  invitation.  Your  Good  Sense  6l 
general  ac(juaintancc  with  human  nature  nnist  necessarily 
lead  you  to  see  that  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  each 
other's  views  ct  Designs  will  iinai)le  us  with  greater  Harmony 
Consistence  of  conseijuence  of  greater  Success,  to 
support  the  Common  Cause  in  which  we  are  all  equally 
engaixed.  A  general  agreement  in  any  measures  tliat  may 
be  adopted  to  preserve  our  Religious  liberties  against  all 
Encroachments,  and  to  Bless  the  benighted  Heathen  on  our 
Borders  with  the  glorious  light  of  the  Gospel  must  promise 
desirable  Success. 

From  the  best  information  we  can  obtain  about  the  Con- 
stitution of  your  C  '"'^  we  are  persuaded  that  our  proposal  is 
not  impracticable,  t^'  it  will  give  us  a  sensible  plcasui'c  to  tind 
that  your  Extensive  charity  cV:  readiness  to  promote  the  King- 
dom of  Christ  have  induced  you  to  concert  such  measures  as 
will  be  best  adapted  to  accomjdish  so  important  an  end. 

We  have  appointed  the  Rev  '  Mr.  Elihu  Spencer  Mr.  John 
Ewing  tt  Mr.  Patrick  Alison  to  wait  upon  you  at  your  next 
General  Association  to  Deliver  you  our  Letter  A-  to  converse 
with  you  at  large  on  the  Sul)ject  of  this  proposal. 
Signed  by  order  of  Synod  by 

Elihu  Si'KNCKR,  Mod'. 

The  Association's  Ivei)ly  is  as  toUows —  AN'beroas  a  pro- 
posal has  been  made  to  this  (lencral  Association  by  the  Rev.'' 
Synod  of  New  York  tV:  Thiladcphia,  Ropresenting,  that  they 
are  Strictly  United  w-ith  us  in  Doctrine  A:  worship  as  con- 
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tained  in  the  Westminster  Confession»of  faith  &  Catechisms, 
&  that  the  great  &  general  interest  of  the  Redeemer's  King- 
dom would  be  liappily  promoted,  the  common  cause  of  Relig- 
ion &  virtue  Strengthened  &  Defended,  whilst  mutual  benevo- 
lence &  Brotherly  love  would  be  cultivated  by  a  General 
union,  ngreement  &  Correspondence  with  us,  so  far  &  in  such 
manner  as  is  consistent  &  in  no  Degree  interfering  with  their 
&  our  Respective  internal'  State  &  order  of  government  & 
Discipline  ;  and  that  it  will  give  them  great  Satisfaction  to 
meet  a  number  of  our  Ministers  at  a  Suitable  time  &  place 
to  converse  with  them  upon  a  plan  &  articles  of  such  desired 
Union  — 

We  therefore,  having  maturely  considered  their  proposal 
are  unanimously  agreed  to  use  our  influence  to  promote  a 
compliance  with  it  thro'  this  Colony,  and  we  do  in  order 
thereto  advise  the  Several  Associations  to  appoint  one  or 
more  of  their  body  to  meet  Commissioners  from  the  Synod 
beforementioned  at  New  York  the  first  Wednesday  in  Novem- 
ber next  to  converse  with  them  upon  a  plan  &  articles  of  such 
desired  Union  ;  to  be  laid  before  the  Several  associations  for 
their  Concurrence,  &  to  be  prepared  for  the  consideration  of 
the  next  general  association,  &  then  to  be  completed. 

Voted  in  the  Affirmative. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  to  Mr.  Rodger  of  New  York  — 

Guilford  June  17  :  1766 

Rev.^^  &  Dear  S'" 

With  gratitude  we  have  Received  the  friendly  proposal 
from  your  Rev<^  Synod,  relative  to  a  General  Union,  and  our 
ready  Compliance  with  it  comes  enclosed,  and  we  shall  Re- 
joice if  the  Design  may  be  happily  carried  into  Execution,  & 
answer  the  good  &  valuable  Ends  in  view.  And  may  the 
Glorious  &  Blessed  time  approach,  when  love  <Sc  union  may 
prevail  among  all  Denominations  of  Christians  thr'o  the 
world.    We  are  Rev.''  Sir 

Your  affectionate  Brethren 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Association 
Thomas  Ruggles  Mod''. 
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Voted,  :i  motion  to  tliis  Association  ros|jecting  the 

Ch;n<:;e  liiNcii  in  iIk;  Oidiiiatioii  of  a  Ministei*  to  lus  office  & 
work,  as  il  is  l)y  tlie  authority  of  all  tin-  KMci's  present  & 
actiiii:-  ill  the  allair,  as  well  as  with  the  j<>\  iit  ('nii>ciit  nf  the 
whole  ('oiincil,  it  is  rcconniieiKhMl  t(j  the  particular  associa- 
tions that  in  this  Business  of  ordination  whoe\er  is  appointed 
to  give  the  Change  t(j  the  person  to  l)e  ordaiii<'(|  >h«iuld  first 
lay  before  tlie  Council  the  f(jrni  he  intends  to  use  for  their 
concurrence  S:  approl»ation,  and  tliat  the  Charge  he  given  in 
the  first  person  Plural. 

Voted  that  the  next  (^enei-al  Association  in  .Jun«'  Ije  at  the 
Rev.''  Mr.  Enocli  Huntington's  in  Middletown. 

Voted  that  this  association  he  adjourned  to  tlie  lirst  day 
of  July  next  to  meet  at  the  Cliai)ol  Hall  in  New  Haven,  and 
then  an  address  should  be  prepared  to  be  presented  to  his 
Iklajesty  King  George  the  3''  on  account  of  the  Royal  favor  in 
repealing  the  Act  that  was  so  grievous  to  the  Nortliern 
Colonies. 

Recorded  by  Edward  Eells  Scribe 

July  176(3  —  This  Association  met  at  the  Chapel  Hall 
in  New  Haven  according  to  adjournment  and  adjourned 
untill  tomorrow  at  11'"'  in  the  forenoon  and  continued  by  ad- 
journment until  the  3'*  day,  then  adjourned  to  the  9"'  of 
Sept.  next  to  meet  at  the  Chapel  Hall  in  New  Haven 

Sept.  11  This  Association  meet  according  to  adjournment, 
and  upon  the  unanimous  motion  &  Desire  of  the  large  Con- 
vention of  Ministers  present  on  occasion  of  tlie  Commence- 
ment the  Moderator  of  this  association  is  requested  by 
writino-  to  Desire  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roorer  that  tlie  intended  in- 
terview  of  Deligates  from  the  Rev.  Synod  of  New  York  &c 
and  the  several  associations  of  this  Colony  may  be  at 
Jamaica  on  Long  Island  and  not  at  New  York  as  was  at  first 
proposed,  where  it  could  not  be  attended  without  danger  of 
the  Small  Pox 

atthisM..tin-ii.ei?ev.  .      Voted  ill  tlic  afiimiative 

W".    Ruspcll    Joyn'''  ■•    i  ,  t-.  oi  -i 

this  apsociauou        )  Rccoi'dcd  by  EDWARD  Eells,  Scribe. 
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Notes. 

\  Elizer  Goodrich  Pastor  at  Durham  from  1756-1797 
\  Noah  Wetmore     "         Bethel  from  1760-1784. 
^  Levi  Hart  "         Griswold  "  1762-1808. 


1767. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  at  the  House  of  the  Rev  '  Enoch  Huntington  in 
Middletown  June  16  :  1767 


Present 


The  Rev. 

Mess"' 


Thomas  Ruggles 
George  Beckwith 
William  Hart 
James  Lockwood 
Edward  Dorr 
William  Russell 
Warham  Williams 
Samuel  Sherwood 
David  Ripley 
Elijah  Sill 
Joel  Bordwell 
Enoch  Huntington 
Noadiah  Warner  *. 
^  Joseph  Huntington 

The  Rev"''  Thomas  Ruggles  was  chosen  Moderator  and 
William  Russell,  Scribe. 

The  Association  was  opened  with  Prayer. 

This  Association  being  informed  by  the  Delegates  that  the 
several  particular  Associations  in  the  Colony  have  considered 
&  approved  the  Design  of  a  Convention  at  New  Haven  next 
September,  agreeable  to  the  motion  made,at  the  Convention 
in  Elizabeth-Town  last  November,  and  have  appointed  Dele- 
gates to  attend  it ;  desire  the  Moderator  to  signify  the  same 
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to  the  ll(!V '  SyiKjd  hy  a  liettci-  to  llic  lO'v  .Jolm  Rotors  of 
New  York.     Wliicli  is  jis  lullous —     Rev  S 

By  (jrder  of  Ihe  Grenerul  Associaf ion  now  roinilm  ly  con- 
veiied  at  Middlrtowii  I  am  desired  to  iiifoi  in  you,  and  by  you 
tlie  Rev""'  Synod  of  New  York  ct  lliiladcipliia,  That  the 
proposed  Convention  at  New  Haven  in  Sej)t' '  next  has  been 
considered  and  approved  l)y  tiie  particular  Associations  thro 
the  Government,  and  they  liave  a|)j»ointed  DeleLrates  to  attend 
tlie  Convention  aureed  to  l)y  tlie  Rev""  Convention  at 
Elizabeth-Town  in  No\ ember  last.  And  to  assure  you  that 
with  gn.'at  Respect  we  are  your  ]-]rethieu  in  the  Faith  ilk: 
Fellowship  of  our  common  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

roted  that  the  following  Questions  be  recommended  to  the 
Consideration  of  the  several  Associations  in  tlie  Colony  and 
that  they  be  desired  to  transmit  their  Sentiments  ♦o  the  next 
General  Association. 

1st  Whether  Lay-Ordination  is  valid  V 

2.  Whether  Baptism  administered  l)y  Persons  who  have 
only  Lay-Ordination  is  valid  ? 

Item.  That  the  General  Association  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  June  next,  be  at  the  House  of  the  Rev.  '  Joseph  Hunting- 
ton in  Coventry. 

Unanimously  passed  in  the  Association. 

Test  Will''  Russell  Scribe. 

Notes. 

Warham  Williams  Pastor  in  Northford  from  1750-1788. 
\  David  Rii)lcv  Abington  1753-1778. 

\  Joel  Bordwell  "        Kent^  1758-1811. 

\  Noadiah  Warner  1^'  Danburv     -  17G5-17t)8. 
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1  768. 

At  a  general  association  of  the  pastors  of  tlie  consociated 
clmrches  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut  convened  by  delegation 
at  Coventry  June  21 :  1768—  present 

Solomon  Williams 
George  Beck  with 
John  Trumble 
Noah  Welles 
Jonathan  Lee 
Eliphalet  Williams  \ 
Elijah  Mason  \ 
Samuel  Lockwood 
Elijah  Lat]irop\ 
Judali  Champion 

Nathaniel  Whitaker 
Benjamin  Trumble 
Joseph  Huntington 
Hezekiah  Ripley 

Mr.  Williams  was  chosen  Moderator  and  Mr.  Welles  Scribe. 
The  Association  opened  with  prayer  by  the  moderator. 

Voted  that  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  returned  to  the  Rev.'^ 
Chauncy  of  Boston  for  the  good  service  he  has  done  to  the 
cause  of  religion,  liberty  and  truth  in  his  judicious  answer  to 
the  appeal  for  an  american  episcopate,  and  in  his  defence  of 
the  Newengland  churches  and  colonies  against  the  unjust 
reflections  cast  upon  them  in  the  bishop  of  Landaff's  sermon 
before  the  society  for  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts  : 
and  that  the  moderator  present  the  same  to  the  Doc.'' ;  and 
cause  this  resolve  to  be  published  in  one  of  the  Boston  News- 
papers. 

Voted  that  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  returned  to  William 
Livingston  Esq'",  attorney  at  law  in  New  York,  for  his  late 
vindication  of  the  Newengland  churches  and  planters  against 
the  injurious  reflections  and  unjust  aspersions  cast  upon  tliem 
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ill  tlic  l)isli()|i  (»1  Laiidiin's  late;  simiikjii  licfor*,'  the  society  for 
propaiial iii<i;  llie  '•(jspel,  coiitaiiied  in  liis  manly  and  Spirited 
Letter  to  Ills  Lordship:  and  that  the  seribe  he  desired  to 
transmit  tliis  resolve  to  M'  Jji\  int^ston  and  eause  it  to  he  puh- 
lished  in  one  of  the  New  York  Newspapers. 

\'()ted  that  M'  Dickinson  who  is  app(jiiited  a  delegate  to 
the  gx'iieral  convention  at  l']li/.al)et li  town  in  (){itn\>(tv  next,  he 
desired  to  [)i'('a(']i  at  the  opening  of  the  conventifjii.  and  in 
case  of  his  failing,  M'  Williams  another  of  our  delegates  is 
desired  to  attend  that  Service. 

Adjourned  to  7  "Clock  tomorrow  morning.  Met  according 
to  adjournment. 

Voted  that  the  general  association  in  June  next  he  at  the 
house  of  the  Rev.''  M'.  Lord  at  Norwich,  and  in  case  any  cir- 
cumstances should  render  it  inexpedient  to  meet  there,  then 
that  the  ReV'  M'  Harts  of  Preston  be  the  place  of  meeting. 

The  association  finding  some  inconveniences  attending  the 
present  practice  of  this  body  in  delaying  the  public  lecture 
upon  these  occasions  to  the  second  day  of  the  session,  ordered 
that  it  be  declared  as  our  advice,  that  for  the  future  the 
lecture  be  attended  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 

Whereas  some  dispute  arose  in  the  last  general  convention 
concerning  the  admission  of  members  to  vote  in  s''  conven- 
tion ;  and  whereas  we  understand  that  the  Rev"'  the  Synod  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  j»ut  an  end  to  that 
dispute  for  time  to  come  did  at  their  last  meeting  agree  that 
though  any  gentleman  who  shall  think  proper  may  be  freely 
permitted  to  be  j)resent  in  convention,  yet  none  Itut  the  dele- 
gates shall  be  allowed  a  vote,  this  association  heartily  concur 
with  the  above  limitation  :  find  nioreoMT  give  it  as  our  opin- 
ion and  advici'  that  none  l)ut  the  delegates  shall  be  admitted 
publicly  to  debate  any  case  befoi'e  the  convention  unless  |»ar- 
ticularly  requested  by  the  Ixxly  so  to  do.  And  it  is  further 
declared  as  the  opinion  and  advice  of  this  body,  that  it  is  not 
expedient  for  the  future  that  any  of  our  associations  dele- 
gate more  than  two  of  their  members  to  the  general  conven- 
tion.    Finally  we  think  it  m;iy  be  advisable  that  in  any  future 
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general  convention  nothing  be  deemed  as  an  act  of  the  con- 
vention, considered  as  the  voice  of  the  united  body  but  what 
has  the  major  vote  of  the  respective  members  that  shall  be 
present  both  from  the  Synod  and  from  the  consociated 
pastors  in  Connecticut. 

Whereas  the  Rev^^  Whitaker  lately  returned  from 
Great  Britain  hath  represented  to  this  Body  the  Kind  & 
Charitable  Disposition  of  tlie  good  &  Pious  People  there 
manifested  in  the  generous  &  charitable  contributions  to  the 
Support  of  Dr.  Wheelock's  Indian  Academy  for  the  Promo- 
tion of  Christianity  and  Civility  among  the  Savage  Indians 
on  this  Continent ;  We  are  greatly  Pleased  to  find  that  the 
Hearts  of  our  Dear  Brethren  on  the  other  Side  the  Atlantic 
are  so  united  with  our's  in  the  truly  Evangelical  and  noble 
Design  which  the  Hearts  of  the  Pious  in  this  Country  have 
been  &  still  are  so  intent  upon  ;  and  do  by  this  testify  our 
grateful  Sense  of  their  goodness  &  liberality  and  express  our 
cordial  Desires  That  the  Best  of  Blessings  may  rest  on  all 
the  Pious  Benefactors,  &  that  Fleaven  would  still  prosper  the 
important  Design.  And  'Tis  Desired  that  D""  Wheelock  & 
D'  Whitaker  would  Transmit  this  to  their  Friends  in  Great 
Britain  to  be  communicated  in  such  manner  as  they  think 
proper  as  a  public  Testimony  of  our  gratitude. 

The  above  Voted  as  the  Doings  of  this  association,  con- 
cluded with  prayer. 

Test  Noah  Welles  Scribe. 
Notes. 

\  Jonathan  Lee  Pastor  at  Salisbury  from  1744  to  1788. 
\  Eliphalet  Williams  "  East  Hartford  from  1748  to 

1801. 

\  Elijah  Mason  Pastor  at  Chester  from  1767  to  1770. 
\  Elijah  Lothrop      "     "  Gilead     ^'    1752  to  1797. 
\  Benjamin  Trumble''     "  North  Haven  from  1760  to  1820. 
^  Hezekiah  Ripley    "     "  Greens  Farms  "  1767  to  1821. 
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I  769. 

At  :l  ineiitiii*^  of  tlic  I )('leji-iites  from  the  several  Associa- 
lions  of  tlie  Colony  of  Coiinei't iciif  at  the  House  of  the 
ReV  M'.  Lord  of  Norwicli  June  -JO"  IT^iil 

jjresent  — 

Solomon  Williams 
Grindal  Rawson 
Nathan"  Eells 
Ephraim  Little 
Joseph  Fish 
George  Beckwith 
Ebenez""  Devotion 
Benjamin  Throop 
Moses  Mather 
Warham  Williams 
John  Willard 
Cotton  Mather  Smith 
William  Patten 
Simon  Waterman  \ 
Isaac  Lewis  \ 

M'  Solomon  Williams  was  chosen  Moderator  and  M' 
Devotion  Scrilje.  The  Association  opened  with  Prayer  l)y 
the  Moderator. 

The  following  unanimously  voted  viz: 

At  a  Session  of  the  General  Association  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  at  Norwich  June  20  1701>. 

Tiiis  Association  taking  into  serious  Consideration  the 
dark  and  threatening  Aspect  of  divine  Providence  upon  our 
Nation  and  Land  in  regard  to  their  civil  Liberties  and  public 
Interest:  as  also  the  great  decay  of  practical  (lodliness  and 
tlie  Prevalence  of  Lii(iuity,  think  it  desirable  that  a  Day  be 
set  apart  for  ))\iblic  Fasting  and  l^rayer,  to  humble  ourselves, 
under  the  righteous  Hand  of  God,  and  supplicate  the  Throne 
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of  his  Grace  for  the  removal  of  the  Calamities  we  are  under 
and  to  prevent  those  which  seem  to  be  impending.  And 
above  all  that  he  would  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon  the 
Churches  and  people  of  the  Land,  revive  decaying  Religion 
and  enlarge  the  Kingdom  of  the  Redeemer.  And  accord- 
ingly agree  for  ourselves,  and  recommend  it  to  the  Brethren 
in  the  Ministry,  to  our  own  Churches  and  the  Churches 
throughout  the  Colony  to  set  apart  the  last  thursday  of 
August  next  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid,  earnestly  desiring 
both  Ministers  and  people,  unanimously  to  join  in  the 
Seasonable,  solemn  and  important  Duty.  And  those  of  our 
Brethren  and  their  Churches,  that  cannot  conveniently 
attend  it  upon  the  Day  aforesaid,  to  them  we  recommend  it 
that  they  attend  it  on  some  other  Day. 

Voted  that  the  next  general  Association  be  at  the  House 
of  the  Rev'^  M'  Taylor  in  N.  Milford. 

Test  Ebenez^  Devotion  Scribe 

Notes. 

\  John  Willard  Pastor  in  Stafford  from  1757  to  1807. 
\  John  Cotton  Smith  Pastor  in  Sharon  from  1755  to  1804. 
\  William  Patten  Pastor  2"'^  Hartford  from  1767  to  1773. 
K  Simon  Waterman  Pastor  2"'^  Wallingford  from  1761  to 
1787. 

^  Isaac  Lewis  Pastor  in  Wilton  from  1768  to  1786. 
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1770. 

The  CJcneral  Association  iin-t  accord iii<_;-  to  A |i|»(jiiitiii('iit  at 
tli(^  House  of  tlic  Rev'  M  .  Taylor  in  \ew  Millonl  on  the 
tliird  Tuesday  of  June  1770. 

Present  the  Revd  Messieurs 

Danicd  Humphrey 
U(jl)eit  Silliniaii 
Jonathan  Lee 
Josliua  Bclding 
Nathaniel  Taylor 
Samuel  Sherwood 
Joseph  Strong 
Nathaniel  Bartlet 
Robert  Ross 
Benajah  Roots  \ 
John  Smaley  \ 
Eliplialet  Huntinuton 
David  Brunson 

M'.  Humphi'ey  was  chosen  Moderator  and  M'  Ross  Scril»e  — 
The  Association  was  opened  willi  Prayci-  liy  the  Moderator. 
The  Association  Adjourned  till  7  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  — 
Met  According  to  Adjournment  —  M'  Lee  prayed  at  the  De- 
sire of  the  Moderator  —  the  General  Association  observe  with 
much  Grief  and  Concern  that  various  Scandals  i)revail  among 
Sundry  of  the  members  of  our  Churches,  and  that  some  ab- 
sent themselves  fre(piently  from  public  Worship  and  the  holy 
Communion  —  and  the  great  Neglect  of  Gospel  Discipline, 
and  therefore  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  Several  Associa- 
tions to  take  this  lm}>ortant  Matter  into  their  Immediate  and 
Serious  Consideration  and  ])rosccute  such  measures  as  they 
shall  think  most  expedient  to  revive  brotherly  Watcdifulness 
<t  Church  Discipline. 

The  Rev'  M'  Lockwood  of  Wcthersfield  appointed  to  ])reach 
the  Sermon  at  the  ]»ublick  Convention  at  Elizabeth  Town, 
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and  in  case  of  his  failure  M'  Ross  —  the  next  General  Asso- 
ciation is  appointed  to  be  at  the  House  of  the  Rev'^  M""  Bart- 
let  in  Reading  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  June  next  1771.  The 
public  Lecture  was  preached  by  M""  Lee  after  which  the  Asso- 
ciation was  dismissed. 

Test  Robert  Ross,  Scribe. 
Notes. 

\  Robert  Silliman      Pastor  at  New  Canaan  1742-1771. 
\  Joseph  Strong  Granby  1752-1779. 

\  Benajah  Roots  "         Simsbury  1757-1772. 

\  John  Smaley  New  Britain  1758-1810. 

^  Eliphalet  Huntington  "  Clinton  1764-1777. 
\  David  Brunson  "         Oxford  1764-1806. 


1771. 

The  General  Association  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  con- 
vened according  to  Appointment  at  the  House  of  the  Rev.'^ 
Nath"^  Bartlet  in  Reading  on  the  3^  Tuesday  of  June  1771. 

Present  the  Rev'^  Mess" 

Joseph  Bellamy 
Jonathan  Ingersol 
Nathan  Strong 
Nath^i  Taylor 
Joseph  Strong 
Nathan' 1  Bartlett 
Robert  Ross 
Simon  Waterman 
Stephen  Hawley 
Benj"  Duning^ 


Dr.  Bellamy  was  chosen  Moderator  and  Mr.  Waterman 
scribe.  The  Association  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the 
Moderator.    The  Rev.  John  Norton  is  also  now  present; 
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Whereas  Mie  (Jeiieral  Association  did  at  tlicir  last  sessions 
recoiniiKMid  to  tl>e  sovcrul  particular  Associations  to  take 
into  tlicir  serious  (yoiisideration  the  Important  Matter  (jf 
Church  Discipline,  and  i)rosecute  such  methods  as  they  shall 
think  most  expedient  to  })iomote  IJrotheily  Watchfulness  and 
best  answer  the  ends  of  Church  Discipline  —  and  this  Asso- 
ciation finding  tliat  no  Return  from  any  Association  hath 
been  made  to  this  l^ody  relative  hereto;  and  being  desirous 
of  Promoting  so  good  a  Design,  and  observing  with  Ln-ief  and 
concern  the  declining  State  of  our  Churches  foi-  Want  of 
Gospel  Discipline  —  Do  recommend  to  the  several  Associa- 
tions to  take  this  matter  into  their  serious  consideration;  and 
Desire  they  would  send  to  the  next  General  Association  their 
Resolutio)is  or  Opinion  on  the  following  Questions  viz: 

1".  Whether  it  is  not  the  indispensible  Duty  of  Christian 
Churches  to  maintain  Gospel  Discipline?  2'-  Wliat  can  be 
done  to  restore  gospel  Discipline  in  our  Churches  ? 

The  Rev''  Mess""^  Taylor  and  Ross  according  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  last  General  Convention  laid  before  the  Body 
the  imj)ortance  of  punctually  attending  every  General  Con- 
vention, particularly  the  Next  at  Norwalk  —  and  'tis  hereby 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  Delegates  now  chosen  that 
they  do  attend.  The  next  General  Association  is  appointed 
to  be  at  the  House  of  the  Rev''  M"^  J(»hn  Truml»le  in  West- 
bury  on  the  3  '  Tuesday  of  June  1772. 

Test  Simon  Waterman  Scribe. 

Notes. 


'.  Stephen  Hawley  Pastor  in  Bethany  from  1763  to  1804. 
'\  Benjamin  Duning  "        Marlborough  '*    1702  to  1773. 
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1772. 

At  a  general  Association  of  y''  Pastors  of  Consociated 
Churches  in  y^  Colony  of  Connecticut  convened  by  Deligation 
at  Westbury,  June  16  :  1772    present  the  Rev'^  Mess'" 

Elnathan  Whitman 
John  Trumbull 
Moses  Marther 
Samuel  Newell 
Benj''  Woodbridge 
Jonathan  Lee 
Samuel  Lockwood 
Daniel  Brimsmaid 
Elijah  Sill 
Elijah  Lathrop 
John  Devotion 

Mr.  Wliitman  was  chosen  Moderator  &  M"".  Lockwood 
Scribe.  Tlie  Association  was  opened  with  a  Sermon  by  M'. 
Woodbridge. 

Voted,  that  whereas  the  last  general  Association  recom- 
mended to  the  several  particular  Associations  Two  Questions 
respecting  a  reviving  of  Discipline  in  our  Churches  for  their 
opinions,  &  but  Three  of  them  have  returned  their  answers, 
the  other  are  desired  to  Send  in  their  answer  to  y'^  next 
general  Association,  and  y''  Deligates  from  those  Six  are 
desired  to  Inform  their  respective  Associations  of  this 
Resolve. 

Voted  Instructions  to  the  Deligates  of  the  Several  Asso- 
ciations appointed  to  attend  the  next  general  Convention  to 
meet  at  Elizabeth  Town,  the  last  Wednesday  but  one  in 
Sep'  1772  —  Rev''  Brethren,  Whereas  some  of  the  Clergy  of 
the  Church  of  England  have  showed  great  Asseduity  in 
Soliciting  an  American  Episcopate,  and  Petitions  (as  we  are 
informed)  have  been  perfered  to  his  Majesty  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury  &c  by  Mess.'"  Cooper  &  Horox  requesting  y*^ 
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same  —  wc  Inform  you  that  'tis  the  advice  «jf  this  Association 
that  you  heartily  coiicur  with  the  S(juthern  ( ieiith'iiieii  in 
counteracliii«^  any  Molioiis  tlial  ha\<'  or  shall  he  made  for  s** 
Episcopate  in  sudi  niaimrr  as  shall  he  most  Con\L'ni<jnt  in 
said  Convent i(jn. 

Voted  That  the  Rev.''  Sa"  Clark  who  is  appointed  Deligate 
to  the  next  general  Convention  at  Klizal»ethto\vn  he  desired 
to  open  s"'  Convention  with  a  Sermon,  <V  in  case  of  his  failing 
M'  Cotton  M.  Smith  another  of  our  Deligates  is  Desired  to 
perform  that  servi(;e. 

In  reference  to  a  numher  of  Questions  Sent  to  this  Board 
from  y'"  Rev'  Nath'  Sherman  of  Mount  Carmel  for  their 
Resohition. 

Voted  1''  That  a  ^Minister  wliose  Usefuhiess  is  heyond  all 
douht  at  an  end  with  his  People  ought  to  l)e  willing  to  resign 
and  may  he  Warraiitahly  Dismissed  without  his  consent 
although  guilty  of  neither  Herise  nor  Scandal  k  yet  great 
care  ought  to.  be  taken  that  Ministers  are  not  Injured  in  their 
Temporal  Interests. 

Voted  If  any  Minister  thinks  himself  Injured  in 
Temporalities  by  a  too  Sudden  Dismission  thro'  the  unreason- 
able Clamour  of  his  People,  A'  the  People  refuse  to  come  into 
any  reasonable  Method  to  do  him  .lustiee  as  to  his  Temporal 
Interest,  he  can  have  no  Redress  unless  at  y'  Civil  l>oard. 

3'-  If  any  injury  is  done  to  any  Minister's  Character  in 
the  Result  of  the  Consociation  that  Dismisses  him,  y'  only 
Method  for  Redress  in  y^  Case  is  to  Desire  a  Rehearing  at  y^ 
Same  Board. 

4''  No  Cause  can  be  remove<l  from  a  Consociation  after 
Judgment  is  given  to  another  Hoard  to  be  I'eheard  and 
redetermined,  Unless  by  agreement  of  y"  Parties  concerned, 
and  Concurience  of  the  Consociation. 

Voted,  To  desire  the  Kev  '  Noah  Wells,  Standing  Register 
of  y'"  general  Convention  annually  to  lay  before  this  lioai'd 
the  Doings  of  s'  Convention. 

Voted  That  the  next  general  Association  be  at  the  House 
of  the  Rev.'  Sa"  Newell  in  New  Cambridge.    The  above 
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Voted  as  the  Doings  of  this  Association.  Concluded  with 
Prayer. 

Test  Sa^^  Lockwood,  Scribe. 
Notes. 

\  Daniel  Brinsmaid  Pastor  in  Washington  from  1749  to  1785. 


1773. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  general  Association  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  at  the  House  of  the  Rev.'^  Sam'^  Newell  in  *New 
Cambridge  June  15^^'  1773  — 


Present 


The 

Rev.^ 

Mess.' 


George  Beck  with 
Hez'^  Bissel 
W"'  Seward 
Jonathan  Ingersol 
Sam'^  Newell 
Nathan  Strong 
Elijah  Sill 
Daniel  Welch 
Robert  Ross 
Benj"  Boardman  ^ 
Ammi  R.  Robbins 
Andrew  Stores  \ 
W™  Drummond  ' 
Cyprian  Strong  \ 
Sam^^  J".  Mills  \ 
John  Foot ' 


The  Rev.'^  George  Beckwith  was  chosen  Moderator  —  Benj" 
Boardman  Scribe.  The  Council  was  opened  with  Prayer 
offered  by  the  Moderator.  The  Rev*^  Hez'^  Bissel  preached  a 
Sermon.    Adjourned  till  7  oclock  to  Morrow  Morning. 

June  16^''  7  o'Clock  A.  M.  Convened  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, entered  upon  Business  and  Papers  were  read  on  the 
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Subject  <j1"  ('lili  Discipline,  seiil  in  lioin  several  of  the  par- 
ticular assuciutioiis  vi/.  :  our  I'roui  tlie  Eastern  District  of 
Fairfield  County: — Do.  tiom  tin;  South  Disti'ict  of  Iljirtford 
County  —  Do.  from  Wiiidluini  (N»unty — this  iciuaik  t<)war<l 
y'  chjsc.  Do.  ironi  New  Loudijii  County  —  Do.  from  Ijit<di- 
iield  County  —  Do.  from  New  Haven  County — Do.  fi-oni 
Hartford  Xoi'tli  District  —  and  after  liavinii-  taken  into  cou- 
sidei-ation  y'  aljove  said  Pajteis  touchini^  (Jhh  I Hscipline, 

Voted  That  the  Rev'  Messieurs  Edward  Eells,  Elizui- 
Goodrich,  Benj"  Boardman,  Enoch  Huntington  and  Cyprian 
Strong  be  a  Com"'  to  collect  some  general  Things  into  form 
from  said  Papers  or  Exhibits  and  |)repare  the  same  to  be 
laid  in  before  the  next  Gen'  Association  for  their  further 
Consideration. 

Voted  also  that  the  next  General  Association  be  at  the 
House  of  the  Rev  '  Solomon  Williams  at  Lebanon  in  Wind- 
ham County  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  next — and  in 
case  anything  should  intervene  rendering  it  inconvenient  to 
Meet  at  the  s'^  Mr.  W^illiam's  then  to  meet  at  the  House  of 
the  Rev.''  Daniel  Welch  of  Mansfield  at  the  afforesaid  Time 
A'  in  said  County. 

The  above  voted  as  the  Doings  of  this  Associati(jn  \  then 
concluded  with  Prayer. 

Attested  p'r  Benm"  Boardman,  Scribe 


Notes.    *  Now  Bristol. 

'.  Daniel  Welch  Pastor  in  North  Mansfield  — 175-2  to  1782. 
\  Benjamin  Boardman  Pastor  in  Middle  Haddam — 1762 
to  1783.' 

^  AmmiR.  Robbins  Pastor  in  Norfolk  —  1761  to  1813. 
*.  Andrew  Stores  Plymouth  —  1 76o  to  1785. 

\  William  Drummond  "  New  Canaan — 1772  to  1777. 
\  Cyprian  Strono-  "  1^'  I^ortland  —  1 7r.7  to  1811. 
\  Samuel  J.  ]\lills  -  Torrinoford  —  17(^1)  to  1822. 
^  John  Foot  Cheshire  — 1767  to  1813. 
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1  774. 

At  a  General  Association  of  the  Pastors  of  the  Consociated 
churches  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  convened  by  Delegates 
at  the  House  of  the  Rev^^.  Daniel  Welch  in  Mansfield  June 
21«t  1774  — 

Present  — 
Rev*^.  Mess'^  Benjamin  Throop 
James  Cogswell 
Stephen  Johnson'. 
Warham  Williams 
Samuel  Lockwood 
Elijali  Lathrop 
Daniel  Welch 
John  Ellis 
Simon  Waterman 
William  Drummond 
John  Bliss 
Theodore  Hinsdale 
Hezekiah  Ripley 
Ebenezer  Baldwin 

The  ReV^  Mr.  Throop  was  chosen  Moderator  &  M'.  Bald- 
win, Scribe. 

The  Meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Moderator. 
The  association  then  proceeded  to  business.  The  Report  of 
a  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  association  to  draw  up 
something  upon  Church  Discipline  proper  to  be  recommended 
by  tliis  association  was  read.  Likewise  some  Tho'ts  upon 
the  Subject  of  Discipline  were  exhibited  from  the  western 
association  of  Fairfield  County. 

The  Rev"^.  Mess""^  Waterman,  Drummond,  &  Baldwin  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  a  Draft  of  a  Letter  of  Condo- 
lence to  the  Ministers  of  Boston  under  the  present  melancholy 
circumstances  of  that  Town. 

The  Rev''.  Mess''  Cogswell,  Johnson  &  Lockwood  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  something  upon  the  Sub- 
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joct  oF  Cliurcli  I )isci pliiKi  proper  lo  Ix'  rccoinineiKlc'l  t(j  llio 
Several  Clnirehes  of  tliis  Colony. 

Tlie  Rev.*'  Samuel  Loekwood  is  uppoinlfd  to  pr<'aeli  the 
Sermon  at  the  openiiiLi  of  the  next  Convention  at  Elizabeth 
Town,  in  ease  of  his  Failure  the  Rev'  Mi-.  Baldwin  is 
appointed. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  niorniiiLj"  7  oclock.  .Juik'  '2'2.  Met 
according  to  adjoui-nment. 

This  association  taking  int(j  Consideration  th<*  State  of  y 
Settlements  now  forming  in  the  Wilderness  to  the  Westward 
&  North-westward  of  us,  who  are  mostly  destitute  of  a 
preached  Gospel,  many  of  which  are  of  our  Brethren  Emi- 
grants from  this  Colony,  think  it  advisable  that  an  attempt 
should  be  made  to  send  missionai  ies  among  them,  and  for 
obtaining  a  Support  for  such  Missionai'ies  would  recommend 
it  to  the  several  Ministers  in  this  Colony  to  pi-oniote  a  Sul>- 
scription  among  their  people  for  this  purpose.  Tpon  which 
it  was  Voted  that  the  jireceding  conclusion  together  with  the 
form  of  a  Subscrij)tion  be  printed  <fc  sent  to  the  several  Minis- 
ters in  this  Colony,  a  Lecture  was  then  attended,  the  Rev<^ 
M'  Cogswell  preached  from  Phil.  2:  1,  '2  — 

The  doings  of  the  last  (ieneral  Convention  were  read 
before  this  association  <t  were  well  accepted.  The  Rev.** 
Mess'^  Cogswell  &  Johnson  were  appointed  to  eompleat  the 
Draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Ministers  of  Boston. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  uj)  a  Draft  uj>on  ("huich 
Discij)rnie  made  their  Report  which  was  ordci'ed  to  lye  on 
File. 

The  Rev.''  Messrs  Noah  Wells,  Sam' '  Lockwood  A:  Elijah 
Lathrop  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  Draft  upon 
Church  Government  to  be  presented  to  this  Body  at  their 
adjourned  sessions  in  Sept""  next.  The  Committee  appointed 
prepared  a  Draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  MinivSters  of  Boston 
which  after  Correction  was  accepted  tt-  is  as  follows  — 

Rev.''  A-  dear  Sirs,  We  your  brethren  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  met  by  Delegation  from  the  several  Counties  in 
general  association,  at  our  annual  meeting,  cannot  but  feel 
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deeply  impressed  with  the  present  melanclioly  threatened 
Situation  of  America  in  general  &  the  distressed  state  of  the 
Town  of  Boston  in  particular  suffering  the  Severe  resentment 
of  the  British  Parliament  by  which  the  Subsistence  of  Thou- 
sands is  taken  away.  We  readily  embrace  this  opportunity, 
to  manifest  onr  hearty  Sympathy  with  you  in  your  present 
Distresses.  We  consider  you  as  suffering  in  the  common 
cause  of  America;  in  the  cause  of  civil  Liberty,  which,  if 
taken  away,  we  fear  would  involve  the  ruin  of  Religious 
Liberty  also.  Gladly  would  we  contribute  everything  in  our 
Power  for  your  encouragement  and  Relief ;  however  our  Sit- 
uation enables  us  to  do  little  more  than  to  express  our  sin- 
cere, affectionate  Concern,  &  with  fervent  addresses  to  com- 
mend your  Cause,  &  the  Cause  of  America  —  the  Cause  of 
Liberty  &  above  all  of  Religion  to  the  Father  of  IVIercies, 
who  can  easily  afford  effectual  Relief;  who  hath  the  Hearts 
of  all  at  his  Disposal  &  can  turn  them  as  he  pleases.  We 
feel  deeply  sensible  what  a  heavy  Load  must  lie  upon  the 
minds  of  the  Ministers  of  Boston — enough  to  sink  their 
Spirits  unless  armed  witli  vigor.  Christian  Fortitude  &  Reso- 
lution. In  hopes  it  may  afford  you  some  Consolation  we 
assure  you  of  our  sincere  Condolence  and  unremitted  prayers 
in  your  Behalf;  and  that  we  shall  in  every  way  suitable  to 
our  Character  and  Station  use  our  Lifiuence  with  the  good 
People  of  this  Colony  to  concur  in  every  proper  measure  cal- 
culated to  afford  Relief  to  America  in  general,  &  the  dis- 
tressed Town  of  Boston  in  Particular.  We  pray  that  the 
Ministers  of  Boston  may  be  inspired  by  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church  with  Wisdom  sufficient  for  their  Direction  in 
such  a  critical  Day  as  the  present.  And  we  cannot  but  hope 
the  united  Prayers  of  America  may  obtain  that  audience  in 
Heaven  which  will  ensure  Salvation  to  us;  and  Tliat  God 
would  give  them  &  their  People  Firmness,  Unanimity ,  Patience, 
Prudence  &  every  Virtue  which  they  need  to  support  them 
under  their  heavy  trials,  &  enable  them  to  stand  firm  in  the 
glorious  Cause  of  Liberty ;  express  such  a  Temper  &  exhibit 
such  an  Example  as  shall  be  well  pleasing  to  God,  &  rec- 
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(niiiiK'iitl  llicin  lo  llic  (/oinpassioii  &  Fjivor  of  their  follow 
111(11.  We  eaineslly  piay  tliat  God  would  lmiiil)l(?  us  all 
under  a  deep  sense  o1  our  numerous  TransgressioiiH  A'  Crim- 
inal Dcelensions  :  show  us  tlie  ahsolule  necessity  of  R<.'pent- 
ance  A'  K(dorniatioii,  humhle  us  iindei"  liis  mi<rhty  hand  A' 
pour  out  a  Spirit  of  Fervent  Suj)j)lieation  on  you,  on  us,  A  all 
his  people  in  this  Land." 

Voted  that  there  he  a  standin<^  Ue<iister  appointed  to  keep 
the  Reeords  of  this  association  A  the  Rev'  M""  Trumhull  of 
North  Haven  is  appointed  the  present  Register.  The  next 
general  association  in  June  1775  is  appointed  to  be  at  the 
house  of  the  Rev''  M""  Thioo])  at  New  Concord  in  Norwich. 

The  Southern  association  of  Hartfoi'd  County  having  neg- 
lected to  appoint  one  to  preach  the  Comeio  ad  Clerum,  the 
day  following  the  next  Commencement,  this  association  do 
therefore  ajipoint  the  Rev^  Edward  Eells  of  Middletown  to 
preach  the  SeruKJii  at  that  Time.  This  association  is 
adjourned  to  the  day  after  the  next  Commencement  to  meet 
at  Newhaven  in  the  College  Chapel  at  8  'Clock  in  the 
Morning.  The  session  was  concluded  with  prayer  by  the 
Moderator. 

Test  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  Scribe. 
Notes. 


'.  Stephen  Johnson   Pastor  at  Old  Lvme  from  174«»  to  1786. 

Theodore  Hinsdale  North' Windsor  176G  to  1795. 

\  Ebenezer  Baldwin     "  Danburv       1770  to  1776. 
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1774 

Continued. 

The  general  association  of  the  Pastors  of  the  Consociated 
Churches  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  convened  by  Delega- 
tion at  Newhaven  Sept.  16^'^  1774  according  to  adjournment  — 

Present 

Rev.^'  Mess"^  Benjamin  Throop 
Thomas  Canfield  \ 
Samuel  Lockwood 
Eli  jail  Lath  10  p 
Nathaniel  Bartlett 
John  Ellis 
Simon  Waterman 
John  Bliss 
Theodore  Hinsdale 
Hezekiah  Ripley 
Ebenezar  Baldwin 
Jehu  Miner 

The  Rev^  M-^  Wells  read  before  this  Body  a  Draught  for 
the  Improvement  of  Discipline  in  our  Churches,  according  to 
appointment  from  this  Body. 

The  association  then  entered  upon  further  Consideration 
of  the  Subject  of  sending  Missionaries  to  the  Scattered  Set- 
tlements in  the  Wilderness  to  the  Northwestward,  and  came 
into  the  following  Conclusions. 

1^^  The  General  Association  find  so  much  encouragement 
relative  to  the  Support  of  Missionaries  to  be  sent  into  the 
back  Settlements,  that  they  think  it  advisable  to  appoint  2 
Missionaries  to  go  upon  this  business  next  Spring. 

2.  That  one  person  be  appointed  in  each  County  to  receive 
the  Subscriptions  or  Donations  made,  or  that  shall  be  here- 
after made  for  this  purpose  in  s'^  County.  They  to  give  Iheir 
Receipt  to  the  Persons  from  whom  they  Receive  them. 

3.  That  a  Committee  of  three  Persons  be  appointed  to  re- 
ceive these  Donations  from  the  Receivers  in  the  several  Coun- 
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tif's  A' to  <riv('  tlicir  Kccciitts  tlieiMjtoi*  —  This  Coniinittce  to 
appoint  to  tlie  M issioii.'iri(3s  their  Suj)p()rt  —  to  pay  such  sums 
to  tlicni,  :is  they  may  see  jiropcr  l(j  appoint  trom  tin*  I)fjna- 
tioiis  receivcMl  hy  tliem.  They  to  direct  tlic  Missionaries  in 
any  tiling  they  shall  .)n(l<;e  Necessary  wljere  not  particularly 
directed  hy  the  general  association.  They  also  may  appoint 
othei"  Missionaries  in  case  of  the  failur*'  of  any  appointed  hy 
this  Body.  They  to  account  to  the  (ieneral  Association 
yearly,  for  the  Disposal  oi  the  Monies  rev^  hy  them  —  to  lay 
before  this  l>ody  tlic  proceedings  of  the  Missionaries  —  their 
success  —  the  State  of  the  Place  wherein  they  may  discharge 
their  Missions  ttc.  This  Committee  to  contiime  during  the 
Pleasure  of  the  association. 

The  Rev.''  M""  Ri])ley  is  appointed  to  receive  the  Donations 
in  the  County  of  Fairfield,  the  Rev'  M'  Waterman  for  the 
County  of  Nevvhaven,  the  Rev'  M'  Day  for  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  the  Rev.''  M'  Hinsdale  for  the  County  of  Hartford, 
the  R(;v.''  M'  Cogswell  for  the  County  of  Windliam,  tV  the 
Rev'  M.'  Ellis  for  the  County  New  London. 

The  ReV  M'  Williams  of  Xorthford,  the  Rev.''  M/  Good- 
rich of  Durham,  \  the  Rev'  M'  TrumhuU  of  North  Haven 
are  appoint <'d  a  Committee  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the 
3''  Article  a  hove. 

The  Rev'  M'  Taylor  of  New  Milford,  the  Rev'.  M^  Water- 
man of  Wallingford  A-  the  Rev '  ^I'  Bliss  of  Ellington  are 
appointed  Missionaries,  any  two  oi  tliem  to  go  upon  the 
Mission  as  they  shall  agree.  These  Missionaries  are  directed 
to  travel  thro'  the  Settlements  in  the  Wilderness  to  the  North- 
westward of  this  Colony;  hut  not  to  proceed  further  North- 
ward tlian  the  iiorlhci-n  l)()iiiulary  ol  tlie  Province  of  New 
Voi'k  :  wlieic  they  sliall  judge  their  Services  maybe  most 
likely  to  he  beneficial  :  excejtting  so  far  as  they  shall  be 
more  part ieida i  ly  inst i  iicled  l>y  1  he'  Committee.  —  They  are 
directed  to  perfoi'in  all  parts  of  the  ^linisterial  office  as 
Providence  shall  open  a  Door.  They  are  directed  to  set  out 
upon  this  Mission  sometime  next  Spring;  to  spend  5  or  6 
montlis  in  their  Mission  if  tlio  Committee  arc  aide  to  provide 
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for  their  support  so  long  — to  keep  an  exact  Journal  of  their 
Proceedings,  &  give  as  accurate  an  account  as  Possible  of 
the  State  of  the  several  Places  they  pass  thro'  ;  that  the 
General  Association  may  be  better  able  to  determine  where 
to  send  their  Missionaries  in  coming  Time. 

Voted  that  the  following  Advertisement  be  published  in 
the  several  News  Papers  hi  this  Colony  — 

The  (xeneral  Association  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 
convened  by  adjournment  at  New  Haven  Sept  15^'^  1774 
have  appointed  the  following  Gentlemen  to  Receive  the  Sub- 
scriptions made  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made  for  the 
purpose  of  Supporting  Missionaries  to  be  sent  to  the  Settle- 
ments in  the  Wilderness  to  the  Northwestward  of  this 
Colony,  viz  :  the  Rev^  Mr.  Ripley  for  the  County  of  Fairfield 
&c  —  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  Rev^  Messrs  Warham 
Williams,  Elizur  Goodricli,  &  Benjamin  Trumbull,  who  are 
appointed  a  Committee  for  carrying  this  Purpose  into  execu- 
tion. And  the  several  Ministers  in  the  Colony  who  have 
rec''  or  may  hereafter  Receive  Subscriptions  for  this  Purpose 
are  desired  to  send  whatever  Donations  they  shall  collect  to 
the  Gentlemen  above  mentioned  as  receivers  in  the  Several 
Counties,  taking  their  receipts  for  the  Money  delivered. 

Test  Ebenezar  Baldwin,  Scribe. 

The  association  then  resumed  the  Consideration  of  some 
proper  Methods  for  the  Revival  of  Discipline  in  our 
Churches.  A  Draught  was  then  read  before  this  Body  for 
the  improvement  of  Discipline  by  the  Rev'^  M""  Lockwood 
according  to  appointment.  The  following  thoughts  upon 
that  subject  are  approved  by  this  Body  &  recommended  to 
the  practice  of  the  Churches. 

This  Association  taking  into  consideration  the  great 
Declension  of  Religion  &  the  disorderly  Walk  of  many  of  its 
Professors  &  neglect  of  Duty  in  others  under  the  Bonds  of 
the  Covenant,  which  is  owing  in  a  great  Measure  we  appre- 
hend to  the  want  of  Discipline  in  the  Church  of  Christ; 
which  is  to  the  Dishonor  of  Christ  the  great  Lawgiver 
11 
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to  his  Cliiiicli  <V  to  llic  A-  w(jim<liiiL'' of  liis  X'isihle 

[)isci|)lcs  who  iiinh  i'   sjx'cial  ohli<r:it ions   to  walk  with 

Clirist  in  nil  his  Statutes  \  ordinances  &  to  do  wliatsoever 
he  (.-(jMiniands  (licni;  noi' (;an  the  Church  in  this  depraved 
Stale,  wherein  it  is  inipossihh?  hut  lliat  offences  will  come, 
lonii-  maintain  Tiirity  A'  iiood  oi'der  w  liei'e*  the  Discipline*  of 
( 'li  list's  house  is  neglected:  l)ut  the  lihn-y  of  the  Church  is 
then  departed  :  'tis  no  loniicr  heautiful  as  Tirzah,  comely  as 
Jerusalem  &  terril)ie  as  an  army  with  Banners;  nor  can  it 
properly  he  said  ('hrist  rules  that  house  where  his  own  Laws 
are  neglected.  Alth(j  many  have  desired  A-  sonn*  attempted 
to  recover  discipline  s(j  manifestly  Lost  in  the  Churches; 
hut  with  little  success  ;  which  we  feai-  will  yet  he  the  case 
unless  it  pleases  God  of  his  irreat  mercy  to  |>our  out  the 
Divine  Spirit  upon  our  Churches  to  the  Revival  of  Religion 
in  the  jiower  A-  purity  of  it — however  Duty  is  ours  <fe  the 
Event  is  Cod's  ;  we  would  therefore  Reccommend  it 

1.  As  an  hicumheut  Duty  on  Ministers  both  in  puljlic  A: 
private,  to  take  pains  with  the  professed  Disciples  of  Jesus, 
to  convince  them  of  the  nature  A'  end  of  Discipline  A:  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  it  in  the  Church  of  Christ  in  its 
militant  State,  without  which  it  cannot  subsist  in  Character. 
They  should  he  made  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  a  Christian 
Watch  over  each  other,  whereby  Every  Member  hath  the 
friendly  assistance  of  the  whole  community  with  whieh  they 
are  Specially  connected,  to  prevent  their  Wanderinir.  or 
reclaim  them  when  they  have  gone  astray. 

2.  We  judge  it  expedient  in  this  day  of  Declension  A' 
Dissoluteness  for  Ministers  to  be  frequent  &  pressing  in  their 
addresses  to  Parents  A-  heads  of  Families,  especially  such  as 
aie  under  the  IJonds  of  the  Covenant  that  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord  are  upon  them  A:  (iod  requires  that  they  perform  their 
Vows,  not  only  lor  themselves  but  also  for  those  committed 
to  their  care,  to  train  them  up  in  the  Nurture  A'  admonition 
of  the  Lord  by  Instructions,  Councils,  Reproofs  A-  Discipline 
as  needed  Ac,  the  neglect  oi  which  we  apprehend  is  one 
cause  of  much  Disorder  both  in  Chui-ch  A'  State. 
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3.  To  effect  the  good  End  proposed,  we  recommend  it  to 
the  Churches,  that  all  the  Children  of  the  Covenant  be  con- 
sidered &  Treated  as  subjects  of  Discipline  &  objects  of  their 
tender  care  &  christian  Inspection  ;  to  see  that  such  Lambs 
of  the  Flock  liave  the  advantage  of  Christian  Instructions  & 
Govei-nment  in  their  Early  Days ;  &  as  such  come  forward 
in  years  &  understanding,  if  they  are  guilty  of  Scandal  or 
Neglect  to  take  upon  themselves  the  Bonds  of  the  Covenant 
by  their  own  act ;  that  the  Church  use  proper  methods  to 
reclaim  them  k  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  their  Duty  by 
admonitions  both  private  &  public  if  need  be  ;  &  in  case 
these  methods  prove  ineffectual  to  reclaim  them  after  all  due 
Patience  hath  been  used ;  it  is  the  Duty  of  the  Church 
publicly  to  discharge  themselves  of  their  Watch  &  Care  over 
them. 

4.  Because  of  the  so  great  neglect  of  Discipline  in  Christ's 
house  it  appears  to  us  men  become  fearless  of  transgressing, 
&  that  Delinquents  &  Scandalous  Persons  are  often  Neglected 
to  their  Damage,  when  they  need  the  wholesome  ^Discipline 
the  great  head  of  the  Church  has  Instituted  ;  That  guilt 
often  lies  upon  the  Church  by  suffering  Sin  upon  a  Brother, 
merely  because  no  one  takes  upon  him  the  friendly  part  of 
a  Complainant ;  for  wdiat  equally  concerns  all  is  too  often 
neglected  by  all. 

To  remedy  this  Disorder  we  propose,  that  each  Church 
chuse  a  small  number  of  the  Brethren  as  a  Committee  of 
Inspection,  Inquiry  &  Information,  to  act  with  or  by  direction 
of  the  Pastor,  who  upon  hearing  anything  of  their  Members, 
which  they  apprehend  to  be  Matter  of  Scandal  &  Church 
Censure  are  to  consider  themselves  as  under  obligations  to 
make  Inquiry,  examine  Evidence  &c,  and  endeavor  by  private 
measures  to  heal  the  Difficulty,  reclaim  offenders  &  restore 
peace  &  good  order  to  the  Church  ;  But  if  ihey  fail  hereof  & 
find  it  necessary  for  the  Honor  of  God,  the  peace  k  Edifica- 
tion of  the  Church  k  the  good  of  offenders,  then  one  of  the 
said  Committee  to  exhibit  a  formal,  written  Complaint  to 
the  Church,  k  support  the  Charge  with  what  Light  &  Evidence 
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lie  can  ;  tluit  tlio  Cliiircli  may  procccMl  a'jaiiist  surh  <jfV<;n(ler8 
accoi'diiitr  to  llic  Laws  of  (ylii'ist's  K iii^idrjin  A  Ix*  lea*!  to  a 
righteous  .] iidiiiiieiit .  Vel  this  is  iiol  iiittMidctl  to  cut  oiV  any 
l)i-(jtl»('i-  tVoni  liis  liiiilit  of  (.'xliihit in«:-  a  Cliarir<*  in  liis  own 
Name  against  an  olTendcr  if  he  (h'sircs  if.  A  tlie  matter  of 
offence  renders  a  Charge  Necessary. 

Tlic  fore'Toini'-  Particulars  are  recomnnMidcd  l»y  this  asso- 
ciation to  tlu)  practice  of  each  of  tlie  several  I'astors  <V' 
Churches  in  tliis  Cohjny  so  far  as  can  Im!  done  with  Peace  & 
Unanimity. 

Tlie  ai)o\'e  rated  as  the  Doint'^s  of  this  association.  Con- 
cluded with  Prayer. 

Test  Ebknezek  Baldwin,  Scribe. 
Notes. 

'.  Thomas  Canfield  Pastoi-  in  Roxhnry  fr(jm  1744  to  179o. 
■'.  John  Miner  Pastor  in  South  Britain  from  17G8  to  179U. 


1775. 

At  a  General  Association  of  the  Pastors  of  the  consociated 
Churches  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  convened  by  Deliga- 
tion,  at  the  House  of  the  Rev^  Ik'njamin  Throop  in  Xorwicli 
June  20"'  A  D  1775 

Present 
Elnatlian  Whitman 
Ephraim  Little 
Benjamin  Throop 
Ste)»hen  White 
Eliphalet  Williams 
Elijah  Sill 
Eliznr  (Goodrich 
Simon  Waterman 
Eliphalet  Huntington 
Hezekiah  Kipley  and 
Jonathan  Murdock  '. 

The  Rev.''  Elnatlian  Whit  man  was  chosen  Moderator  and 
M""  Coodrich  Scribe. 


The  Rev^  Messieurs 
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Tlie  General  Association  was  opened  with  a  Sermon  from 
Exodus  III  Chap.  2  Verse,  by  tlie  Rev.'i  Eliphalet  Huntington. 

Mr.  Goodrich  reported  the  State  of  Matters  relative  to  the 
sending  of  Missionaries  to  the  Northwestward,  as  was  pro- 
posed the  last  General  Association,  and  thereon  M--  Throop 

6  Williams  were  joined  with  him  as  a  Committee  to  draw 
up  and  bring  in  a  Draught  of  what  may  be  proper  for  the 
General  Association  to  do  further  in  prosecuting  the  Design. 

Adjourned  'till  to  morrow  morning  7  o'Clock.    June  21.'* 

7  o'clock  A.  M.  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  a  Draught  relative  to  the  Affair 
of  Missionaries  brougt  in  one  which  was  read,  approved  and 
is  as  follows  —  "Tlie  General  Association  being  of  Opinion 
that  great  and  good  Ends,  through  the  Blessing  of  God,  may 
be  answered  by  sending  Missionaries  into  the  br.ck  Settle- 
ments, as  was  proposed  the  last  General  Association,  and 
being  unwilling  tliat  the  Design  should  fail,  tho'  from  the 
Report  made  by  M^  Goodrich  it  appears  not  practicable  to 
be  immediately  executed,  do  continue  the  same  Gentlemen 
who  were  appointed  by  the  last  General  Association,  as  a 
Committee  to  carry  the  Plan  into  the  Execution,  and  do 
recommend  to  tlie  Receivers  in  the  several  Counties  to  col- 
lect the  Monies  which  have  been  subscribed  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  Committee  with  all  convenient  speed  that  they 
may  be  enabled  to  act  in  the  Affair  as  providence  shall  open 
a  Door,  and  if  possible  carry  it  in  some  Measure  unto  Execu- 
tion this  Year  ;  otherwise  they  are  directed  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  next  General  Association. 

The  General  Association  are  apprehensive  that  tlie  per- 
plexed &  melancholly  State  of  public  Affairs  has  been  a  Dis- 
couragement to  this  Design,  &  a  Reason  why  the  Collec- 
tions have  not  been  brought  in,  as  was  expected ;  but  how- 
ever dark  present  Appearances  are,  they  cannot  but  hope 
God  will  yet  give  Opportunity  of  executing  the  Scheme  pro- 
posed, to  his  own  Glory,  and  the  Spread  and  Increase  of  the 
Redeemer's  Kingdom. 

At  present  afl'airs  are  in  such  a  Situation  that  the  General 
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Associiitioii  cjiii  iiivc  IK)  pMiiiciiIar  directions  to  tlio  Commit- 
tee loi"  tln'  Miiiiaiieiiit'iit  of  the  liusiiiess,  hut  woiihl  have 
them  use  Ihcir  hest  Diseretiou,  hjiN  iiin-  a  re'«rai'<l  lu  what  was 
(lone  Ity  the  fonnci-  General  Assoeiation,  as  nearly  as  Cir- 
(Himslances  will  pciinit  :  And  tlioii<rh  in  the  opinion  of  the 
(Jeneral  Association  it  would  he  hest  That  i)f)th  Missionaries 
should  he  ()i-(hiiiied  Ministers,  yet  if  it  he  found  iiiipract  icahle 
to  send  two  such,  the  Committee  arc  at  Liherly  to  send  some 
suitahle  Candidate,  as  one,  under  the  l>irecti(jn  of  the  other 
who  shall  l)c  ordained. 

We  recommend  the  Matter  to  the  serious  consideration  of 
Ministers  and  all  «^ood  Christians,  and  hope  they  will  encour- 
age it  and  assist  all  concerned  in  the  Execution  of  it ;  and  if 
this  be  done  we  hope  some  attempt  may  he  made  hefore 
Winter. 

'I'he  General  Association  taking  into  serious  Consideration  . 
the  destressing  and  melanchoUy  State  of  pui>lic  affairs  in  the 
Biitish  American  Colonies,  and  the  Hangers  they  are  now 
threatened  with  from  the  oppressive  Measures  of  the  British 
Court  are  sensible  of  the  loud  calls  of  God  in  his  Providence, 
that  humbling  ourselves  under  his  righteous  Hand,  we  turu 
unto  him  by  unfeigned  Repentance  and  Amendment,  and  we 
are  thankfid  that  God  has  put  it  into  the  Hearts  of  our 
Rulers  so  frequently  to  call  upon  us  and  our  People  to  those 
Duties,  that  laying  aside  all  Levity  and  extravagance  and  un- 
due Diversions,  we  should  be  excited  to  earnest  Prayer  and 
Supplication,  and  meet  with  our  People  for  that  Piirjjose  as 
fr(H]ucntly  as  Convenienc(.'  will  admit.  We  tiust  our  Rulers 
will  still  encourage  this  good  Work  and  strengthen  the 
Hands  of  all  the  Ministers  in  it.  We  also  rejoice  that  in  so 
many  of  our  Churches  and  Congregations  there  appeal's  a 
Disj)osition  of  attending  on  such  Seasons  a)id  wish  it  may 
become  General  and  Universal :  We  look  upon  it  in  jtarticu- 
lar  our  Duty  to  stir  up  ourselves  and  all  our  Brethren  in  the 
Ministry  to  i)e  forwaiil  in  leading  our  People  in  this  Day  of 
Trouble  to  be  calling  on  God,  and  to  have  special  seasons  of 
Prayer  and  that  the  whole  of  our  Congregations  be  urged  to 
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attend  tliem ;  This  is  certainly  our  Duty  and  wliat  we  are 
particularly  directed  to  in  the  Word  of  God,  that  we  answer 
the  Messages  of  Heaven  in  Divine  Providence  and  become  an 
humble,  penitent  and  pardened  People,  prepared  for  the 
Divine  Mercy  and  Salvation.  And  as  we  are  the  Covenant 
people  of  God,  and  have  enjoyed  the  Special  Privileges  of 
the  Gospel,  we  look  upon  it  that  God  in  his  Providence  calls 
upon  us  to  consider  our  Covenant  obligations  and  that  it  is 
the  indispensable  Duty  of  Ministers  to  impress  the  minds  of 
all  their  People  with  the  Duty  of  owning  the  Covenant  God 
of  our  Fathers  ;  that  those  who  have  come  under  explicit  and 
personal  Engagements  humbling  themselves  for  all  Breaches 
of  their  Yows,  should  be  quickened  to  walk  with  God  in  all 
his  Commandments  and  Ordinances,  and  that  otliers  should 
be  reminded  of  their  awful  Neglects  and  urged  to  remember 
and  own  the  Obligations  they  are  laid  under  by  God's  Cove- 
nant, and  improve  the  Privileges  of  it,  and  if  any  Churches 
or  Congregations  shall  see  lit  and  convenient  publicly  and 
as  a  body  to  renew  their  Covenant  with  God  we  should 
approve  it ;  but  must  leave  the  Matter  to  the  Prudence 
of  Ministers  and  Churches  to  determine  particularly  for 
Themselves  ;  At  the  same  Time  we  would  solemnly  Charge 
ourselves,  our  Brethren  in  the  Ministry  and  our  People  to  be 
earnest  in  seeking  and  turning  to  God,  and  that  bringing 
forth  such  Fruits  as  he  requires  we  may  have  tokens  for 
good,  and  still  trust  in  his  fatherly  Kindness,  that  he  will 
appear  for  this  Land,  scatter  the  dreadful  Cloud  that  is  over 
it,  secure  k  perpetuate  all  its  Rights  and  Privileges  and 
cause  the  Churches  here  planted  to  flourish  so  long  as  the 
Sun  and  Moon  shall  endui'e. 

Voted  that  the  next  Meeting  of  the  General  Association 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  next  be  at  the  House  of  the 
Reverend  Hezekiah  Gould  in  Cornwall,  and  provided  it 
should  be  inconvenient  for  M""  Gould  to  entertain  them  that 
the  Association  of  Litchfield  County  appoint  a  Place  and 
inform  the  other  Associations. 

A  true  Record  of  the  Doings  of  the  General  Association  — 

Test  Elizur  Goodrich,  Scribe. 
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A  true  (Milrv  ol'  ihc  lu-cord  of  tin-  [►(»iii;i-s  <»f  tlio  General 
Associat  ion. 

Test  Benjamin  Trumbull 
Re|i(istc*i'  of  the  (Jeneral  Association. 

Notes. 

'.  Jonatliaii  Mnrd'x-k  Pastor  i^d  (I rcciiwicli  fioiii  1774  to  17^5. 

1776. 

At  a  j2:eneral  Association  of  tlie  Pastors  of  the  Consociaterl 
Churches  of  \hv,  Cohjny  of  Connecticut,  convened  by  dcliga- 
tion  at  Cornwall  in  Connecticut  June  18:  1776  — 

Upon  Motion  made,  it  was  voted  tliat  this  Association  will 
from  Time  to  Time  order  to  l)e  pi-intc(l  and  dispersed  to  the 
several  Consociatcd  Chui'clies  of  tins  ( "olony  whatever  shall 
l)e  transacted  l»y  them  of  uencral  Conccin  to  th<'  (Miurches: 
and  tliat  when  any  thinii;  is  not  puhlished  in  tliis  Manner,  it 
is  to  he  understood  tliat  nothinLi  material  of  this  Kind  was 
transacted  hy  the  Association. 

June  P.)"'  Voted  Tliat  the  precedinu'  vote,  and  the  Address 
of  this  Association  to  the  Consociated  Pastors  and  Churches 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  with  the  Advice  of  the  (ieneral 
Association  respecting  Discijdine  in  the  year  1774  he  printed 
forthwith  and  distributed  to  the  several  Consociated  Pastors 
and  Churches  of  this  Colony;  And  the  Scrilie  is  directed  to 
see  it  done. 

Truly  e.\traet<'d  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Associa- 
tion. 

Test  Ebenezar  B  a  id  v.  in.  Scribe 

A  true  Entry  of  the  Exti'acts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assoeiiit  ion. 

Test  Benjamin  Thumhl  ll,  Rcuister. 

X.  !*).  The  oi'ijrinal  Minutes  of  the  (Jeneral  Association 
in  1776  heim:'  lost  (probjibly  taken  and  destroyed  by  the 
encmv  at  Turtle  Bav,  where  the  Bev'  M*^  Baldwin  lost  a  con- 
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siderable  Number  of  his  Manuscripts,  or  afterwards  in  their 
Excursion  to  Danbury)  these  Extracts,  which  had  been  pre- 
served in  the  printed  Address  to  the  Consociated  Pastors 
and  Churches  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  are  registered  in 
their  proper  Place,  agreeable  to  a  Vote  of  the  General  Asso- 
ciation in  June  1778,  which  may  be  seen  in  its  Place. 

An  ADDRESS  of  the  General  Association  to  the  CONSO- 
CIATED PASTORS  and  CHURCHES  in  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut. 
Reverend  and  Beloved^ 

Deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  calamitous  State  in 
which  our  Land  is  involved :  Reduced  by  the  arbitrary  edicts 
of  the  British  Parliament,  and  the  cruel  and  inhuman  Meth- 
ods used  to  inforce  them  to  the  sad  Necessity  of  defending 
by  Force  and  Arms  those  precious  Privileges  which  our 
Fathers  fled  into  this  Wilderness  quietly  to  enjoy:  Declared 
Rebels  by  the  British  King  and  Parliament;  Not  only  the 
Power  of  Britain,  but  a  large  Army  of  Foreign  Mercenaries, 
hired  at  a  most  extravagant  Price,  employed  to  dragoon  us 
into  Obedience  or  rather  abject  Submission  to  Tyrrany :  Our 
Foreign  Trade  almost  annihilated:  Many  of  our  Towns 
ruined  and  destroyed:  Our  Children,  our  Friends,  our  dear- 
est Connections  called  from  our  Bosoms  to  the  Field  of  Bat- 
tle ;  and  some  of  them  captivated  and  enslaved  by  our  cruel 
and  insulting  Foes  :  Detestible  Parricides  interspersed  among 
us,  aiming  to  give  a  fatal  stab  to  the  Country  which  gave 
them  birth,  and  hath  hitherto  fostered  them  in  her  indulgent 
Bosom:  And  in  many  Places  both  at  home  and  abroad 
deplorable  Sickness  wasting  away  the  Inhabitants  of  our 
Land  :  Deeply  impressed  with  a  View  of  these  dire  Calamities, 
we  are  led  anxiously  to  enquire  what  Sins  and  Iniquities 
prevalent  in  our  Land  have  called  down  these  heavy  Judg- 
ments of  Heaven  upon  us :  Fully  assured  both  from  sacred 
Writ  and  the  usual  Method  of  the  Dispensations  of  God's 
Providence,  that  sucli  Calamities  are  ever  the  effects  of 
abounding  Sin  and  Iniquity,  and  that  sincere  Repentance, 
13 
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and  a  llioi'o  Reformation  is  tlie  only  |»rol)al>lo  Mrflidd  to 
avcil  flic'sc  'I'oUens  of  Div  iiit'  Wratli. 

Upon  snioiis  I"]n(|iruT  we  find  llier(.*  is  an  awful  Declension 
fioni  lli.il  |)urily  and  Sliictnoss  ixjtli  of  Docti'ine  and 
MaiiiK  is  which  (dnn-actcrizcd  onr  Ancestors,  whom  (iud  so 
signally  planted,  |tii>tected  and  riefended  in  tills  Land. 
Many  of  the  distinguishin<^  Doctrines  of  the  Gosjtel  are 
treated  by  great  Nnmbers  not  only  with  disregard  and 
Negleet,  hut  even  with  Contempt:  Su<di  as  the  Doctrines  of 
the  Sovereignty  of  divine  Grace:  Of  the  Necessity  <jf  a  deep 
and  tlioro'  Conviction  of  Sin,  and  of  Conversion  by  the 
efiV'cacious  regenerating  Influence  of  the  divine  Spirit:  Of 
the  necessity  of  internal  Holiness  in  oider  to  Salvation  cVc. 
But  still  greater  is  the  awful  Depravation  of  onr  Manners. 
God's  Sabbaths  whicli  used  in  the  })rimitive  Ages  of  New 
England  to  be  kept  with  a  most  exemplary  Strictness,  are 
now  most  impiously  profaned  :  In  many  by  slothful  Absence 
from  public  Worship,  or  l»y  unnecessary  Travelling,  Busi- 
ness, or  Visiting  on  God's  holy  Day  :  In  others  by  a  careless, 
indolent  and  irreverent  Attendance  on  public  Worship  ;  or 
l)y  playful  Diversions,  especially  of  the  younger  Sort,  even  in 
the  Time  of  diNine  Service:  By  spending  the  interims  of 
public  Woi'ship  in  discoursing  of  public  News  or  other 
secular  Concerns.  And  the  lemainder  of  the  Day.  not  appro- 
})riated  to  public  Worship,  instead  of  being  spent  in  family 
Instruction  and  Worship,  and  the  Duties  of  the  Closet,  is 
but  too  generally  wasted  away  in  slothful  Indolence,  or 
trifling  Amusements.  And  so  awfully  is  God's  sacred  Name 
profaned  among  us  that  the  vices  of  profane  Cursing  and 
Swearing,  wliicli  but  lately  were  confined  to  a  few  despicable 
Wretches  in  our  })opulous  and  trading  Towns,  contaminated 
by  their  Intercourse  with  Foreigners,  have  now  penetrated 
the  obscurest  corners  of  our  Country  ;  so  that  even  the  most 
remote  and  obscure  Villages  will  furnish  each  many 
Instances  of  Wretches  expert  in  this  Language  of  Hell: 
And  in  our  Armies  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  like  a  mighty 
Torrent   it  carries  all  bef(>re  it.     God's  sacred  Word  is 
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treated  by  amazing  Numbers  as  the'  unworthy  their  serious 
Attention  :  Few  appear  anxious  to  found  their  Faith  upon  its 
sacred  Truths,  or  conform  their  Practice  to  its  divine 
Precepts.  The  means  of  Religion  we  have  been  so  highly 
favored  with  have  been  greatly  abused.  The  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Clirist  we  have  Reason  to  fear  receives  a  cordial 
Welcome  from  but  very  few.  God's  Ordinances  are  treated 
by  vast  Numbers  with  Neglect,  and  by  not  a  few  we  fear 
with  Contempt.  Great  Numbers,  much  the  greater  Part  of 
the  rising  Generation,  tho'  dedicated  to  God  in  Infancy 
neglect  to  take  upon  tliemselves  the  Bonds  of  the  Covenant, 
which  can  be  construed  in  no  other  Light,  than  a  denial  of 
Christ.  As  a  consequence  of  this  their  Children  are  un- 
devoted  to  God  in  Baptism ;  and  much  the  greater  Part  of 
our  Congregations  turn  their  Backs  upon  the  holy  Ordinance 
of  the  Lord's  Supper.  And  in  many  of  our  Churches 
numerous  are  those  who  are  guilty  of  the  most  glaring  Con- 
tradiction in  that  they  show  no  Concern  for  the  Lnprove 
ment  of  Religion  in  their  own  Souls  by  attending  on  the 
Ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  while  they  appear  anxious 
to  devote  their  Children  to  God  in  Baptism.  The  Neglect  of 
God's  Worship  in  Families  in  a  very  growing  and  fashiona- 
ble Sin ;  and  as  if  the  Hearts  of  Parents  were  hardened 
against  the  Fruit  of  their  own  Bowels  —  As  if  destitute  of 
natural  Affection,  Parental  Instructions  in  Religion,  Coun- 
sels, Warnings  and  Restraints  seem  in  great  Measure  to 
cease  from  among  us.  Many  gross  Immoralities  shockingly 
abound,  which  are  become  so  fasliionable  that  in  the  estima- 
tion of  many  they  almost  cease  to  be  Vices.  Of  this  kind  we 
may  reckon  Intemperance.  How  many  wallow  in  the  more 
than  bestial  sin  of  Drunkenness,  and  seek  every  Opportunity  by 
the  immoderate  Use  of  Strong  Drink  to  deprive  themselves  of 
Reason  that  distinguishing  Badge  of  Humanity  and  reduce 
themselves  to  a  level  with  the  Brutes!  Almost  beyond 
Account  have  been  the  Quantities  of  strong  Drink  annually 
consumed  in  this  Colony;  and  the  mournful  Complaints 
under  the  present  Scarcity,  show  what  a  wretched  Influence 
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il  luilli  ;ic<ininMl  ovor  us.  rnclojimioss,  with  iiuuiy  Customs 
and  |ii  a('l  ict's  loadiuL'' tl Hereto — lujustico  —  Fraud  —  Oppres- 
sion —  Kxlortion  —  Covetousness  —  Selfishness  —  A  want  of 
Luve  to  our  Couutiy,  and  of  a  Disj)Osit.ion  to  prefer  th«'  great^ 
InteiM'sts  of  tlie  Coniuiuuity  to  tlie  little  private  Interests  of 
oiii-  own  —  A  l)isp(jsiti(jn  t(j  Anarchy  while  struirgling  for 
Lilx'rty — Impatience  under  lawful  and  iKJCOSsary  Restraints 
—  A  houndless  Fi-eedoui  in  censuiiuii'  the  Conduct  and 
»icfamin«!,'  tlie  Characters  of  others,  wliile  that  Ciiristian 
Watclifuluess  and  hrolherly  Rejtroof  whicli  tlie  (Josjjcl 
enjoins  is  almost  fallen  into  disuse,  and  that  wholesome 
Discipline  whi(di  Cinist  hath  appointed  to  he  Kei»t  up  in  his 
Church  for  the  prevcntiiiL'-  and  correcting  of  Immoralities 
seems  in  oui-  Churches  to  he  in  a  languishiuir,  dying  State. 

And  under  all  these  Judgments  and  Calamities  an  awful 
Stupidity  seems  to  prevail  among  all  Ranks  of  Men  :  In  a 
a  great  Measure  insensihle  of  the  Hand  of  God  herein,  while 
we  are  venting  our  Resentment  against  and  loading  with 
Imprecations  the  Instruments  of  our  SutVerings :  Attending 
to  them  rather  as  Injuries  from  Man,  than  the  righteous  Cor- 
rections of  an  holy  God,  justly  provoked  hy  our  Sins.  So  far 
from  heing  led  to  a  general  Re))entance  and  Reformation  by 
these  awful  Judgments,  every  Species  of  Wickedness  seems 
rather  increasing  in  our  Laml.  A  Conlidence  of  Success 
seems  to  prevail,  without  a  proportionate  Concern  to  remove 
the  procuring  Cause  of  our  Aftlictions.  'J'hese  and  the  like, 
appear  to  us,  upon  serious  Enquiry,  to  Ite  the  prevniliu'j  Sins 
of  our  Land. 

Now  the  Voice  of  Revelation  and  Reason  conspire  to  warn 
us  against  entertaining  Expectations  of  a  Restoration  of  our 
former  Tran(iuility  and  Happiness,  unless  these  aliounding 
Sins  and  lni(piities,  the  procuring  C^ause  of  these  Evils,  he  in 
some  Measure  removed.  They  jointly  hid  us  expect  accumu- 
lated Miseries  and  Destresses,  till  a  general  Reformation  take 
Place.  They  equally  join  to  encourage  our  Hc})es,  that,  upon 
Virtue  and  Religion's  flourishing  again,  Ood's  Hand  now  so 
heavy  upon  us  will  he  removed  and  our  fornier  Tranquility 
and  Happiness  he  restored. 
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Tenderly  concerned  (as  we  would  hope)  for  both  the  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  Interests  of  our  dear  Country,  and  fully 
convinced  of  the  Necessity  of  our  being  deeply  humbled  under 
a  Sense  of  our  Sins,  and  of  a  general  Reformation's  taking 
Place,  in  Order  to  obtain  and  secure  these  invaluable  Bles- 
sings ;  we  hope  we  shall  obtain  the  serious  Attention  of  our 
Brethren  in  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  their  and  our  respective 
Churches,  While  we  endeavor  to  unite  our  Voice  with  tliat  of 
our  civil  Fathers  in  bearing  our  Testimony  against  these 
Heaven-provoking  Sins,  in  resolving  against  them,  and 
earnestly  exhorting  to  sincere  Repentance  and  Reformation. 

We  would  earnestly  exhort  our  brethren  in  the  Ministry, 
at  the  same  time  resolving  the  same  for  ourselves,  to  labor 
abundently  for  the  conviction  of  their  Hearers  of  the  preval- 
ence of  these  and  the  like  Iniquities  :  To  urge  every  Argu- 
ment and  Motive  to  persuade  to  Repentance  and  Reforma- 
tion ;  to  dwell  much  in  their  preaching  upon  these  seasonable 
and  necessary  Topics  ;  to  be  painful  and  diligent  in  catechis- 
ing and  instructing  the  Children  and  Youth,  with  unremitting 
Importunity  to  call  upon  Parents  to  discharge  their  Duty  to 
their  dear  Offspring ;  to  use  their  utmost  Endeavor  to  revive 
languishing  Discipline  ;  and  especially  by  their  own  Example 
to  recommend  and  enforce  that  Reformation,  those  Virtues 
and  that  Religion  they  teach  the  Necessity  of. 

We  would  earnestly  request  those  to  whom  the  Execution 
of  our  civil  Laws  are  intrusted,  to  lend  a  helping  Hand 
towards  this  necessary  Reformation,  by  restraining  open 
Immoralities  by  a  due  Execution  of  the  Laws  against  them ; 
especially  against  profane  Cursing  and  Swearing,  Sabbath- 
breaking  and  Intemperance  ;  in  which  we  fear  there  is  a 
sinful  Neglect ;  A  vigorous  Execution  of  the  Laws  may  be  a 
means  to  prevent  the  outward  Deed,  tho'  it  do  not  mend  the 
Heart,  and  so  may  preserve  others  from  the  Contagion  of 
general  example.  Let  not  such  take  it  amiss,  if  we  remind 
them  that  their  Duty  to  God,  their  Duty  to  their  Neighbour, 
and  the  solemn  Oath  they  are  under,  do  all  oblige  to  this. 

We  would  earnestly  intreat  tlie  Professors  of  Religion,  the 
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McmlxTs  ol  oiii-  ( 'Imrclics,  wli(»  nrc  IjouikI  l)y  (iojl's  sacred 
(Jovcnaiil  to  ;i  of  l*ii)  ity  and  Holiness,  /.calously  to  exert 
tlicmselvcs  to  promote  this  necessary  and  ini|i<)i-tant  Work. 
'Vhr  (syes  of  God  and  man  are  upon  tlieni ;  God  expects  them 
to  lead  in  tliis  Work  :  Their  Vows,  their  Prlvih'ges  lay  tliem 
nndei-  the  liiiihest  Oljli<^ations  thereto.  If  forward  in  this 
Work,  tlieir  example  ma}'  have  the  most  sahitary  Mlfects ; 
if  backward,  in  all  Piol»al)ility  will  l)e  an  insurmountal>le 
Olistacle.  Tis  to  l)e  feared  tiiat  some  if  not  ni(jst  of  the  Sins 
mentioned  as  aljounding-  in  our  Land  are  to  he  found  with 
some  of  this  Nund>er.  Jiot  the  guilty  i)e  exhorted  to  sincere 
Repentance  and  Reformation  ;  to  render  their  Reformation 
visible  to  those  around  them,  that  their  Light  may  shim- 
before  others,  and  their  Example  ])owerfully  draw  them  to 
Immitation.  Let  every  one  faithfully  bear  Testimony  against 
these  al)Ounding  Sins;  by  prudent  Advice,  Council,  Warning 
and  Reproof,  laboring  to  bring  others  to  join  in  this  wished 
for  Reformation.  And  as  it  lies  with  them  i)rincipally  to 
revive  the  languishing  Discipline  of  our  Churches,  let  them 
be  exhorted  faithfully  to  execute  the  Laws  of  our  dear 
Redeemer  who  alone  is  King  and  Lawgiver  in  his  Church. 
And  as  many  who  profess  the  Religion  of  Jesus,  do  as  we 
apprehend,  shamefully  contradict  it  in  their  Practice,  by 
refusing  to  commemorate  the  dying  Love  of  our  dear 
Redeemer,  we  would  exhort  such  carefully  to  examine  whether 
they  have  any  just  ground  for  making  such  a  Distinction 
between  the  Ordinances  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour;  and 
whether  the  Practice  be  not  a  virtual  Contradiction  of  their 
Profession  :  That  they  w^ould  with  sincere  and  honest  Hearts 
practice  all  the  Commands  of  our  dear  Saviour  and  thus 
show  fortii  that  they  are  genuine  Disciples  of  the  blessed 
Jesus. 

As  the  rising  Generation,  who  are  under  the  special  In- 
struction, Direction  and  Government  of  their  Parents,  are  at 
present  an  important  Part  of  the  Community,  and  will  soon 
succeed  in  Place  of  those  who  are  continually  going  off  tlie 
Stage  of  action.  Parents  and  Heads  of  Families  have  a  most 
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important  Part  to  act  in  effecting  (under  God)  this  so  much 
desired  Reformation.  We  would  therefore  earnestly  intreat 
Parents,  as  they  regard  the  Interests  of  Religion  ;  as  they 
regard  the  Interest  and  Happiness  of  their  distressed  Couii- 
try  ;  as  they  have  any  Bowels  of  Compassion  toward  their 
dear  and  beloved  Offspring ;  that  they  would  be  faithful  in 
instructing  their  Children  and  those  under  their  Care  in  the 
Principles  of  Virtue  and  Religion  — in  enforcing  upon  them 
by  every  Argument  and  Motive  the  Practice  of  it;  in  keep- 
ing strict  Order,  Regularity  and  Government  in  their  Fami- 
lies ;  in  councelling,  warning  and  restraining  them  when 
needful ;  that  they  may  be  educated  in  the  Nurture  and  Ad- 
monition of  the  Lord ;  that  being  trained  up  in  the  Ways  of 
Religion  and  Virtue,  they  may  (by  God's  blessing)  become 
orderly  and  wholesome  Members  of  Society,  and  Plants  of 
Renown  in  the  Vineyard  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

And  as  the  future  Hopes  both  of  the  temporal  and  Spirit- 
ual Prosperity  of  our  Country  are  so  much  founded  upon  the 
rising  Generation  we  would  be  importunate  with  the  Youth 
of  our  Churches  and  Congregations  heartily  to  join  in  this 
necessary  and  important  Work  of  Reformation  —  That  they 
would  seriously  consider  they  have  a  greater  Interest  in  the 
Prosperity  of  their  Country  than  those  more  advanced  in 
Years :  That  the  important  Betrustment  now  lodged  with 
their  parents  of  transmitting  the  Blessings  of  Religion  and 
Liberty  to  Posterity  will  soon  devolve  upon  them  ;  That  they 
have  immortal  Souls  bound  to  an  Eternity  of  Happiness  or 
Misery :  That  not  only  their  own  temporal  and  eternal 
Interests,  but  in  some  Degree  also  that  of  Thousands  and 
Millions  yet  unborn  will  probably,  in  a  great  Degree,  if  not 
altogether,  depend  on  the  Resolution  they  now  take,  whether  to 
join  in  this  important  Work,  to  renounce  their  Vices,  Follies 
and  Vanities  and  sincerely  embrace  &  Practice  the  Religion  of 
Jesus,  to  which  they  are  bound  by  the  most  solemn  Ties  of 
God's  Covenant,  which  they  are  laid  under  by  Baptism  :  Or 
to  continue  in  the  Indulgence  of  those  youthful  Sins,  which 
call  down  the  Vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  our  guilty  Land  : — 
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Th;it  (li(.*y  would  licar  the  \^)icr  nl"  (lod  now  s|M'akiii;(  t<j  us 
ill  A'MTiifs  of  'IMiiiiidei-.  and  awak<'  1<>  'I'linn'j-lit fulness,  8eri- 
oiisnos  and  ludi^ion. 

And  we  would  earnestly  re«|uest  of  Ministers, of  Professors, 
of  Parents  \  Cliildren,  that  fliey  would  one  and  all  unite  (in 
such  Manner  tV  so  often  as  >hall  In*  judged  l)est  and  most 
convenient)  with  penitent  Hearts,  to  c(jnfess  and  deplore 
their  Sins  hefoie  Almitrhty  (^Jod,  and  implore  his  gracious 
Interposition  in  this  Day  of  great  Calamity  and  Danger,  to 
deliver  us  from  our  present  Troubles,  restore  us  to  <»ui-  former 
State  of  'i'l  JUKpiility  and  Happiness,  and  that  we  may  he  and 
ever  eoiiliiiiie  a  People  to  his  Piaisc  and  Glory. 

Signed  hy  ( )rder  Of  the  General  Association 

John  Trumuull  Moderator, 
Test,  EBENEZEii  Baldwin  Scribe. 


1777. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  holden  at  Fairfield  Tuesday  June  17"'  1777  at 
the  House  of  the  Rev.''  Andrew  Eliot  — 


The  Reverend  .Afessrs  ->( 


Present  — 

Joseph  Strong 
Nathani(d  Bartlet 
Roi)ert  Ross 
Hezekiah  Gold  '. 
Nathan  Williams  ^ 
Enoch  Huntington 
Andrew  Eliot 
Peter  Stai-r  '. 
Samut'l  Wales  and 
Al)ner  Benedict 


The  Rev.  Mr.  IJaitlel  was  (diosen  Moderator,  M"^  Wales 
Scribe.    The  Rev'd  Boltert  Silliman  then  joined  the  Rody. 
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The  Preacher  who  had  been  appointed,  not  being  present, 
the  RevJ  Mr.  Huntington  was  appointed  in  his  Room. 

Mr.  Huntington  opened  the  Meeting  by  a  public  religious 
•Exercise,  delivering  a  Sermon  from  Isa.  42  Chap,  the  three 
last  verses. 

The  western  Association  in  New  London  desiring  the 
Advice  of  this  Body  with  Regard  to  reprinting  a  Pamphlet 
giving  the  Reasons  for  which  our  non-conforming  Progenitors 
dissented  from  the  Conformists  in  England,  the  Pamphlet 
being  read  the  further  Consideration  of  it  was  defferred  'till 
tomorrow. 

Adjourned  till  to  morrow  morning  8  o'clock.  Wednesday 
Morning  8  o'clock  June  18*^^  post  Preces  sederunt  qui  supra. 

Mr  Ross  and  M^  Williams  were  appointed  to  make  a 
Draught  expressing  the  Sense  of  this  Board  with  Regard  to 
the  above  mentioned  motion.  The  Draught  was  as  follows, 
viz : 

A  Motion  was  from  the  Western  Association  in  New  Lon- 
don County  about  reprinting  a  Letter  from  some  aged  Non- 
conforming Ministers  (as  by  tlie  Copy  of  the  Vote  of  said 
Association  on  Record  may  more  fully  appear)  the  general 
Association  read  over  said  Letter  and  think  it  very  worthy 
to  be  preserved  in  our  Churches  to  the  latest  Posterity :  But 
inasmuch  as  the  expense  of  Printing  at  this  Time  would  be 
uncommonly  great,  and  the  attention  of  the  Country  is  so 
much  necessarily  taken  up  about  the  present  War ;  we  are 
of  opinion  (for  these  and  other  weighty  reasons)  it  will  bet- 
ter answer  the  desirable  ends  proposed  to  have  it  printed  at 
some  future  Time.  And  we  earnestly  request  the  said  the 
Western  Association  to  procure  said  Letter  and  transmit  it 
to  the  Register  of  this  Body,  that  it  may  be  sent  hj  him 
along  with  the  Records  to  the  General  Association  from  Time 
to  Time. 

This  Association  then,  taking  into  their  serious  Considera- 
tion the  great  and  deplorable  Neglect  of  the  duties  of  Religion 
in  general,  and  that  important  one  of  family  Religion  in  par- 
ticular, even  in  this  Day  of  sore  Rebuke,  in  which  an  holy 
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Oo(l  is  clearly  tt'stilyinti-  liis  Ii'ilHi  nisplcasun.*  ajraiiist  us,  and 
loudly  calling  us  to  Repentance  and  tlioro'  Reformation,  iind 
a  diligent  earnest  seeking  after  (lod  in  all  tlie  ways  of  liis 
appoint niciit  ;  do  tliciM'foie  lj«'g  Lt-avf,'  to  rcconunciid  to  the 
niinistei  s  and  People  in  this  State,  to  exert  thenis(dves  in  their 
sevei-al  Stati(jns  to  encoui'age  and  promote  a  Reformat  i(jn 
w  ith  Regard  to  that  great  Duty.  As  a  means  to  tiiat  End 
we  think  the  Reprinting  a  serious  Address  of  D"^  P.  Dodd- 
ridge to  a  Master  of  a  Family  on  that  suhject  reasonahle  and 
of  j)ul)lic  Utility:  And  for  that  end  puhlish  the  following 
Proposals  for  reprinting  by  Subscription,  said  Address.  It 
will  be  contained  on  about  two  sheets.  For  efTecting  the 
abovesaid  Rejjublication,  we  the  Subscribers  do  hereby  prom- 
ise and  engage  to  take  off  the  Books  we  severally  subscribe 
for,  and  pay  the  Money  on  the  Delivery  of  said  Books. 

P.  S.  It  is  recommcndcMl  to  Ministers  in  this  State  to  use 
their  influence  to  promote  the  Design  in  the  several  Parishes. 

M^  Joseph  Strong,  M""  Huntington,  M""  Williams  and  M*" 
Strong  of  Hartford,  ai-e  appointed  Managers  to  carry  the 
design  into  Effect.  The  following  Gentlemen  are  appointed 
to  take  in  Subscrijjtions,  and  send  them  to  the  Managers, 
viz:  Mess'^=*  Ross  of  Strattield,  Edwards  of  New  Haven,  (Jold 
of  Cornwall,  Huntington  of  Coventry,  And  Silliman  of  Say- 
Brook. 

N.  B.  If  three  hundred  Subscribers  appear  the  Publica- 
tion not  to  fail. 

The  next  General  Association  is  appointed  to  be  held  at 
the  House  of  the  Rev.''  Warham  Williams  in  Northford  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  June  1778. 

The  above  and  foregoing  passed  as  the  Doings  of  this  Asso- 
ciation. The  meeting  was  then  concluded  with  Prayer  by 
the  Rev.''  M""  Silliman  at  the  Desire  of  the  Moderator. 

Test  Saml'el  Wales,  Scribe. 

Truly  registered  — 

Test  Ben.iamin  Trumbull, 

Register. 
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Notes. 

Hezekiah  Gold  Juu.  Pastor  in  Cornwall  from  1755  to  1790 
\  Nathan  Williams  in  Tolland  from  1760  to  1813. 

And!-ew  Eliot  in  Fairfield  from  1774  to  1805. 

\  Peter  Starr  "     in  Warren  from  1772  to  1825. 

^^amuel  Wales  "     in  Milford  from  1770  to  1782 

^  Abner  Benedict  "     in  Middlefield  from  1771  to  1785. 


1778. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  June  16*'^  1778  — at  Northford  — 

Present  — 

Joseph  Bellamy 
Warham  Williams 
Timothy  Pitkin 
Nathanael  Bartlet 
Nicholas  Street 
Nathan  Williams 
Noah  Wetmore 
Ammi  Ruhamah  Robbins 
Andrew  Eliot  and 
William  Seward 


The  Rev^  Mess'^  < 


D""  Bellamy  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  M"*  Eliot,  Scribe. 

The  Association  was  opened  with  a  Sermon  preached  by 
Mr  Street  from  Rom.  13^'' :  11^". 

Mr.  Trumbull  register  of  the  general  Association  repre- 
sented to  the  Body  that  he  could  not  go  on  in  the  Business 
of  his  Office  on  account  of  his  not  being  able  to  procure 
the  original  Manuscript  of  the  doings  of  the  Association  in 
1776  —  M'"  Baldwin  the  Scribe  of  said  Association  having 
departed  this  Life  —  And  it  was  thereupon  Voted  that 
Watei'man  be  desired  to  apply  to  M''  Baldwin,  Father  of  the 
deceased  for  said  Manuscript  —  And  in  case  it  cannot  be 
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recovered  M'  'riimil)iill  is  directed  t<»  record  tlie  printed 
Address  oi  tlic  al)<»\ c-niciiticjiied  Association  to  tlie  ('lmreln's. 

The  Revi  Aaron  Kinne  then  j(jined  tlie  JiJody.' 

It  hcini'-  repi'esented  to  this  Association  that  a  Sum  of 
M(jney  suhscril)e(l  for  tlio  jiiiipose  of  seMidintr  Missionaries  to 
})reach  tin?  (iospel  in  the  Settlements  forminir  and  formed  to 
the  Nortli  and  Northwestward  of  this  State,  is  in  tlie  hands 
of  several  Gentlemen  in  Continental  Hills  and  Silver  —  M"" 
Warham  Williams  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to 
receive  and  pnt  the  continental  Money  into  the  Loan  Office 
—  And  M""  Benjamin  Trumbull  is  desired  to  Keep  the  Silver 
money  in  his  possession  for  the  ])resent. 

The  Rev'  Thomas  Brockway  then  joined  tlie  Bodj.^ 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Associations 
to  send  annually  to  the  General  Association  a  List  of  the 
Candidates  for  the  Ministry  that  are  licensed  by  them  — 
their  places  of  abode  —  and  time  of  being  licensed. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  until  7  o  Clock  tomorrow 
morning. 

June  IT"'  met  according  to  Adjournment.  The  Association 
viewing  with  deep  Concern  the  growing  immoralities  of  the 
present  Times  and  the  great  danger  our  Youth  and  Children 
are  in  of  being  affected  with  diffusive  Corruptions  —  do 
recommend  to  the  respective  Associations  to  consult  what 
can  be  done  for  the  Prevention  of  the  spreading  Infection 
among  our  Youth,  and  for  the  promoting  of  seriousness  and 
Learning  among  Children  in  a  parental  way  and  also  in  our 
private  Schools. 

The  Association  having  been  informed  that  the  Rev'  M' 
Edwards  of  New  Haven  has  transcribed  a  Number  of  his 
Father's  Sermons,  upon  the  Desire  of  Several  (Gentlemen  in 
Scotland,  to  be  printed  there,  and  it  being  unlikely  in  the 
present  State  of  Things  that  these  Sermons  can  be  sent  to 
Scotland.  —  rated  to  recommend  it  to  M'  Edwards  to  send 
|»rinted  subscription  papers  to  the  several  Ministers  oi  this 
State  in  Order  to  procui  e  subscriptions  for  a  small  N^olume  of 
said  Sermons.    And  wc  are  of  Opinion  tliat  tiie  [tublishing 
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such  a  Volume  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Interests  of 
Religion  among  our  People.  And  also  hope  that  this  will 
prepare  the  way  for  printing  the  whole  of  the  above-men- 
tioned discourses. 

The  next  general  Association  is  appointed  to  be  at  Hadam 
at  the  House  of  the  Rev^'  M^"  May. 

The  above  Voted  unanimously  to  be  the  Doings  of  the 
Association  —  And  the  whole  concluded  with  Prayer  by  the 
Moderator. 

Test  Andrew  Eltot  Scribe 

A  true  Entry  of  the  Doings  of  the  Gleneral  Association 

Test  Benjamin  Trumbull, 

Register. 

Notes. 

Nicholas  Street  Pastor  in  East  Haven  from  1753  to  1806. 
^  Aaron  Kinne        "        Groton  "    1769  to  1798. 

^  Thomas  Brockway  "        Columbia       "    1772  to  1807. 


1779. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  general  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  by  Delegation  convened  at  the  House  of  the 
Revd  M'-  May  in  Haddam  on  the  third  Tuesday  *  of  June 
AD  1779—  Present  — 

^Benjamin  Pomeroy  D.  D. 
Stephen  Johnson 
Robert  Ross 
Eleazer  May ' 
Ebenezer  Kellogg ' 
The  Revd  Mess^^  ^  Simon  Waterman 
John  Bliss ' 
W"  M.  Tenant' 
Isaac  Lewis 

Thomas  Wells  Bray  '  and 
David  Ely  ' 


*  June  15*^ 
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The  Rev'  D"^  Poiihtov  was  elioseii  Moderator  «V  M"^  Ely 
Serilx'.  Several  (Jeiilleiuen  beiiiL'"  oecasKjiially  pi-esmt  \ver«- 
iiivite(l  lo  sit  witli  the  Association. 

Tlie  Association  was  tlien  opened  liy  the  Moderat(jr  with  a 
Seinion  from  Isa.  xvi:  4,  5,  whiclj  was  succee<h'(l  after  an 
intermission  of  20  Minutes  by  a  Sermon  from  tiie  Ri-v*^  M"" 
Tennant  from  Dan.  iii.  17,  18. 

The  Re\  ''  Messrs  i>('ck\\  itli  and  Kenny  joined  tlie  Associa- 
tion. 

A  Moti(jn  from  the  West  Association  in  New  London 
County,  was  tlien  laid  before  the  Association  by  tlieir  Dele- 
gates to  this  effect — "Considering  the  dark  Aspect  upon 
our  Churches  in  the  Discouragement  lying  upon  Candidates 
entering  into  the  Ministry,  and  the  present  destress  and  diffi- 
culties of  them  that  are  already  in  office  —  from  whence  we 
fear  these  Churches  may  be  left  without  Lights  in  the  Can- 
dlestick—  We  instruct  our  Delegates  to  lay  our  Sentiments 
before  the  general  Association,  and  join  (^if  it  be  thought 
proper)  to  call  a  Convention  of  the  Clergy  of  the  State, 
appointing  Time  and  place  where  it  may  be  thought  most 
convenient  to  deliberate  upon  this  sul)ject.  —  Two  things 
have  been  upon  our  Mind:  viz.  That  an  Address  be  made  to 
the  Rulers  and  People  of  this  State,  showing  our  apprehen- 
sion of  the  Danger,  and  the  Propriety  of  some  Exertions  to 
save  the  Churches  from  Ruin.  —  Or  that  a  modest,  dutiful 
Representation  be  made  to  the  Honi^'  Assembly  of  this  State, 
in  their  next  session  in  October,  of  these  our  Apprehensions 

—  praying  their  Honors  to  take  the  same  into  Consideration 

—  and  do  as  Wisdom  may  direct." 

The  motion  was  taken  up,  seriously  considei'ed,  largely 
iliscussed.  The  Association  then  adjourned  till  tomorrow 
Morning  7  o'Clock. 

Wcdni'sday  morning  met  according  to  adjoui'ument.  Re- 
sumed the  motion  that  was  under  Consideration  last  Evening. 
After  a  full  Discussion,  these  Questions  were  proposed  viz : 
1^'  Ques.    Whether  it  be  the  minds  of  this  Rody  that  a  Con- 
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vention  of  the  Clergy  of  this  State,  out  of  the  several  Asso- 
ciations to  meet  at  some  convenient  Time  &  Place  be  called 
by  this  Body  to  take  into  Consideration  the  State  of  the 
Churches?  —  passed  in  the  Negative. 

2"^!  Ques.  proposed,  Whether  it  be  tlie  mind  of  this  Body 
at  this  Session,  that  they  make  an  Address  to  tlie  people  at 
large?  —  passed  in  tlie  Atfirmative.  A  Committee  was  then 
appointed  to  form  an  Address  —  The  Gentlemen  appointed 
were  the  Rev^  Mess.'-^  Johnson,  Ross,  Bray  &  Lewis. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Address  to  the 
people  at  large  made  their  report.  Their  Draught  was  read. 
The  Question  then  proposed  was  Whether  this  Board  ap- 
proves of  the  Address  and  order  it  to  be  printed  and  recom- 
mend the  same  to  be  publickly  read  in  the  several  Congrega- 
tions thro'  tlie  State  ?    Passed  in  the  Affirmative. 

The  next  Question  proposed  was  —  Whether  the  next  gen- 
eral Association  should  meet  at  M'"  Williams's  of  Tolland  ? 
Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  to  appoint  Committees  to  prepare 
Draughts  for  an  Address  to  the  Hon^''^  General  Assembly, 
which  they  should  lay  before  this  Board  at  their  next  Meet- 
ing. It  was  put  to  vote  Whether  Bray  and  M""  Water- 
man should  be  one  of  those  Committees  ?  Passed  in  the 
xiffirmative.  —  Put  to  Vote  Whether  M""  Ross  and  Ten- 
nant  should  be  the  other  Committee  ?  Passed  in  the 
Affirmative. 

It  was  then  put  to  Vote  Whether  this  Board  would  ap- 
13oint  Bray  to  correct  and  see  printed  the  foregoing 
Address  ?  Passed  in  the  Atiirmative.  It  was  then  voted  to 
adjourn  this  Association  'till  the  2"^  W^ednesday  in  Septem- 
ber next  to  meet  at  New  Haven  in  the  College  Chapel"  9 
o^Clock  A.  M. 

The  foregoing  was  read  and  Voted  as  the  Minutes  of  the 
Association. 

By  the  Order  of  the  Moderator,  the  Association  was  then 
adjourned  'till  the  Time,  and  at  the  place  above  mentioned. 

Test  David  Ely,  Scribe. 
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\()t: 

'.  Elcazar  May  I'asloi-  in 
\  KI)one/(.*r  Kellug^ 

John  I51iss 
\  W"  M.  Tcnnaiit 
"'.  Tlioinas  Wells  Hiav 
\  J)avid  Klv 


IJad.lani  17o6  tn  1808. 
N'ernon         to  1817. 
Knin<rton  17G4  to  1780. 
(Jn'onlicld  177:i  to  1781. 
\m.  Ciiiilfonl  1706  to  IHOS. 
llnntin;zton  1773  to  l8l<j. 


I  780. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  ( General  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  at  Tolhiiul  on  tlic  third  Tuesday  of  June  1780* 

Present 

Samuel  Lockwood 
Elijah  Loothroop 
Robert  Ross 
Josiah  Whitney  ' 
Natlian  Williams 
Andrew  Storis 
Joseph  Huntington 
Theodore  Hinsdale 
Elisha  Rexford  ' 
William  Seward 


The  Rev'^  Mess'^^  J 


The  Rev'J  M""  Lockwood  was  chosen  Moderator  and  Joseph 
Huntington  Scribe. 

The  Association  was  opened  with  jtrayer  by  the  Rex'^ 
M""  Ross  and  a  Sermon  by  the  Rev'  M""  Hinsdale,  for  which 
thanks  were  in  form  returned  by  the  body. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  the  Delegates  from  Windham 
County  in  favor  of  the  promotion  of  P^amily  religion,  public^ 
renewal  of  Covenant  with  (iod  iVc.  as  contained  in  a  Writing 
blearing  date  May  U)'''  1780. 

This  Association  having  dulv  considered  the  lamentable 
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declention  which  appears  among  the  people  of  God,  both  in 
doctrine,  manners  and  discipline  do  earnestly  recommend 
that  each  particular  association,  or  the  ministers  thereof,  in 
smaller  districts,  as  shall  be  by  them  deemed  most  con- 
venient, speedily  convene  together  for  the  purpose  of  solemn 
fasting  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  themselves,  their 
people  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Land,  in  this  day  of 
abounding  iniquity  under  the  awful  Judgments  of  the  Most 
High ;  and  to  bewail  before  him  the  manifold  abominations, 
whereby  we  have  provoked  his  holy  and  awful  indignation ; 
to  humble  themselves  in  his  presence,  and,  as  in  dust  and 
ashes,  implore  his  mercy  for  his  people  :  —  That  for  his  own 
name  sake,  and  for  the  displays  of  his  own  glory,  he  would 
be  pleased  to  visit  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Land  with  the 
effecacious  energy  of  his  holy  spirit,  that  true  religion  may 
universally  revive  in  the  power  and  glory  of  it,  and  that  all 
our  abounding  vices  and  immoralities  may  be  effectually 
suppressed. 

We  further  advise,  that  each  particular  association  do,  as 
shall  appear  to  them  most  proper  and  becoming  stir  up 
themselves  and  one  another,  and  address  all,  ages  and 
characters  of  people  under  their  spiritual  watch  and  care  in 
such  a  solemn  and  particular  manner,  as  shall  appear  to 
them  best  adapted  for  the  awakening,  instruction,  and 
reformation  of  this  stupid  and  backsliding  generation :  — 
That  they  earnestly  exhort  every  one  to  forsake  their  sins 
and  turn  to  the  God  of  their  Fathers  and  prepare  to  meet 
Him  with  unfeigned  repentance,  holy  submission,  and  an 
intire  dedication  of  themselves  to  him,  now  he  is  coming  out 
against  us  in  the  terrors  of  his  Wrath,  and  not  meeting  us 
as  a  man. 

We  do  also  judge  it  is  agreeable  with  the  Will  of  heaven, 
at  this  day,  that,  according  to  the  frequent  practice  of  the 
people  of  God,  in  ages  past,  and  which  he  has  always  approved 
by  gracious  Manifestations  of  acceptance,  the  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  do  call  on  the  people  of  their  charge,  by  fasting 
and  prayer  to  humble  themselves  under  the  mighty  hand  of 
14 
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(Jod,  to  |tii(  a\s;iy  llx'ir  sins  and  ojxjnly,  explicitly  an 
spcLMliiy  (()  ackiKJw  as  tiie  (lod  (jf  tlioir  Fathers,  and 

tlicMi*  Ciod,  in  (hat  i(dation,  in  wliicdi  tliey  respectively  stand, 
wlictlu  r  as  lliose  w  ho  liave  uj)enly  avouched  the  Lord  Jehovah 
as  tlieir  ih)d  and  e\ (.*rlastin<r  Portion,  and  that  eat  and  drink 
w  illi  (Jhrist  at  liis  sacrccl  'J'able,  or  as  those  who  have  received 
the  oi'dinance  oi"  Baptism  lor  t lieniseh  es  and  diildrcn  ;  (jr  if 
th(?y  are  only  distin«2iiish(Ml  IVoni  the  nations  that  know  not 
(Jod,  by  having  their  lot  in  a  valley  of  Vision,  and  nnder  the 
glorious  light  of  the  Oospel  and  calls  of  redeeming  love  :  — 
That  all  may  know  the  bonds  of  God  that  are  upon  them 
respectively,  and  be  sensible  how  much  he  reasonably  requires 
of  them,  in  grateful  and  dutiful  returns  for  all  his  benefits. 

We  do  also  advise  that  each  association  and  each  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  in  particular,  with  becoming  zeal  for  the  honor 
of  Christ,  and  the  good  of  his  ]»eople  exert  themselves  for  the 
revival  of  discipline  in  the  Church,  watching  over  each  other 
in  love,  and  striving  together  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Gospel,  that  all  who  have  the  vows  of  God  upon  them  may 
know  and  regard  their  Duty  in  all  things:  —  And,  that  all 
labor  for  those  things  that  in  the  Way  of  pure  religion  make 
for  peace,  that  the  God  of  peace  may  return  to  us,  in  his 
great  mercy  and  dwell  with  us,  as  the  Glory  of  his  people  in 
the  midst  of  them,  and  be  our  almighty  protector,  as  a  Wall 
of  fire  about  us  on  every  side. 

Considering  that  several  pastors  and  Churches  in  diverse 
parts  of  the  Land,  with  wlium  we  have  been  united  in  the 
bonds  of  christian  and  ministerial  fellowshi]>  have  of  late 
gone  into  practices  whose  direct  tendency  is  sensibly  to  wound 
the  tender  ties  of  Charity  which  have  connected  us  together, 
and  bring  on  a  disunion,  particularly  in  refusing  intercourse 
of  ministerial  Labors,  and  to  receive  our  members,  on  recom- 
mendation from  the  pastors  and  churches  to  which  they 
belonged,  to  their  Communion,  without  a  jiarticular  and  jier- 
sonal  examination. 

This  association  think  ourselves  called  upon  to  declare  that 
we  view  those  practices  of  our  dearly  beloved  brethren  and 
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their  Churches  with  deep  concern  and  grief,  as  we  deem  the 
differences  on  which  they  proceed,  as  by  no  means  sufficient 
to  render  a  separation  between  us  either  necessary  or  war- 
rantable, and  that  we  are  ready  notwithstanding  to  receive 
them  in  the  Lord  and  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  and  Oppor- 
tunity to  cultivate  harmony  and  Communion  with  them  in 
all  things  wherein  we  are  or  may  be  agreed,  and  to  endeavour 
a  removal  of  our  unhappy  differences,  in  due  time,  in  that 
Spirit  of  meekness,  humility,  prudence  and  moderation  which 
the  gospel  requires,  or  if  that  should  be  found  impracticable, 
to  bear  and  conduct  our  differences  in  the  same  spirit. 

And  we  do  earnestly  recommend  it  to  our  brethren  of  the 
several  associations  to  cultivate  the  same  spirit  and  walk  in 
the  same  Line  of  prudent  Christian  Conduct  towards  those 
well  meaning,  but  as  we  apprehend  over  scrupulous,  though 
still  beloved  ministers  and  churches,  who  have  adopted  the 
above  mentioned  grievous  practices. 

Voted  that  the  Scribe  be  desired  to  make  public  this  Clause 
in  the  result  as  opportunity  may  present. 

Voted  that  Mess'-^  Rowland  of  Windsor  and  Strong  of 
Symsbury  be  recommended  by  the  Moderator  or  Scribe  in  the 
name  of  this  association  to  go  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  those 
who  are  destitute  of  it  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  so  called, 
and  parts  adjacent. 

Voted  that  the  next  general  Association  be  at  the  House 
of  tlie  Rev'^  M"*  Stone  of  Lebanon. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Association 

Joseph  Huntington,  Scribe. 

Notes. 


\  Josiah  Whitney  Pastor  in  Brooklyn  1756  to  1812. 
\  Elisha  Rexford      "         Monroe    1765  to  1808. 
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1  781 . 

Al  11  incctini:-  of  tlu;  (Jeneral  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  comvcikmI  hy  <lele<ration  at  tlx-  liouse  of  the 
Rev.'^  ^^^  Stone  of  (Joslu-n.  in  Lebanon  Tncsday  June  the 
19"'  1781 

Present 
^  Ephraini  Little 
Hen  jam  in  Ponieroy 
Benjamin  Thiooj) 
Jeremiah  Day  ' 
Tlie  Rev*'  Mess".  <j  Benjamin  Dunning 
Timotliy  Stone  ". 
Samuel  Eells 
Tliomas  Wells  Bray 
^  Jonathan  Murdock 

and  produced  attested  certificates  of  their  appointment. 

Mr.  Little  was  chosen  moderator  and  M^  Bray  was  cliosen 
Scribe. 

The  association  was  opened  with  j>rayer  l)y  moderator. 
The  preacher  appointed  being  necessarily  detained.  Voted, 
That  M""  Day  be  desired  to  preach.  Adjourned  for  public 
worship.  A  Sermon  was  preached  by  M""  Day  from  John 
17: '21,  '2'2,  23'\  The  Rev*  Joel  Benedict  joined  the  Associa- 
tion.   Adjourned  till  7  o'Clock  tomorrow  morning. 

Wednesday  June  20"'.  Met  accordinu-  to  adjournment. 
Ordered  that  an  address  be  drawn  up  to  our  brethren  in  the 
ministry  which  is  as  followeth. 

This  association  taking  into  consideration  the  duty  of 
prayer  as  very  suitable  and  important  for  God's  people  at  all 
times,  but  esi)ecially  when  the  daughter  of  Zion  is  covered 
with  a  Cloud  as  at  the  present  day,  and  that  special,  united 
and  earnest  prayer,  with  perseverance  in  it  is  both  our  great 
privilege  and  duty  when  under  peculiar  and  trying  dispensa- 
tions of  divine  providence  ;  do  cheerlully  unite  and  engage 
for  ourselves,  and  most  seriously  recommend  to  all  our 


OP  THE  COLONY  OP  CONNECTICUT. 


109 


Brethren  in  the  ministry,  tlirough  this  State,  to  stir  up  them- 
selves and  the  people  of  their  respective  charges  to  fervency 
and  perseverance  in  prayer.  Especially  that  tliey  would  lead 
the  way  and  use  their  influence  with  their  respective  congre- 
gations to  set  apart  weekly  some  little  portion  of  Time  for 
special  prayer  to  our  covenant  God  ;  That  he  would  gloriously 
display  himself  for  the  deliverance  of  this  people,  and  for 
the  building  up  and  prosperity  of  Zion.  We  should  think 
that  as  great  a  Union  as  may  be,  respecting  the  time  of  this 
duty  might  be  very  suitable  ;  and  would  recommend  a  general 
Rule,  Wednesday  of  each  week  a  little  before  evening.  But 
leaving  our  Brethren  to  choose  for  themselves  as  to  the  time, 
and  the  frequency  of  it,  we  do  with  affection  and  earnestness 
recommend  the  duty  itself.  We  ought  always  to  pray  and 
not  to  faint.  Have  we  not  peculiar  reasons  for  special  prayer 
at  this  day  ?  Have  we  not  all  possible  encouragement  to  the 
sweet  and  precious  duty  from  every  manifestation  of  our 
gracious  God  ?  Has  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  in  past 
times  been  a  Wilderness  and  a  land  of  drought  unto  his 
people  ?  0  let  us  never  say  unto  him  in  heart  or  in  conduct, 
we  will  come  no  more  unto  thee. 

Voted  that  copies  of  this  address  be  sent  out  from  this 
association  to  our  several  brethren  in  the  ministry  through 
the  State,  and  that  all  or  any  of  them  be  desired  to  assist  us 
in  this  matter  as  they  shall  have  opportunity. 

Voted  that  the  next  general  association  be  at  the  house  of 
the  Revd  M--  of  Ripton,  in  Stratford  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
June  next,    concluded  with  prayer. 

True  minutes  of  the  Association  — 

Attest  Thomas  Wells  Bray,  Scribe. 


Notes. 


Jeremiah  Day  Pastor 
Timothy  Stone  " 
Samuel  Eells  " 

Joel  Benedict  " 


New  Preston 
Goshen,  Lebanon 
No.  Brandford  , 
Lisbon 
Plainfield 


1770-1806. 
1767-1797. 

1769-  1808. 

1770-  1781. 
1784-1816. 
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I  782. 

At  a  iiKM'l  iiio- of  the  dt'iieral  Association  of  the  Sluto  of 
ConnoL*ti(Mit .  at  tlic  lioiise  oi  the  Ro\''  David  I^lv  in  Rij»t<jn 
June  181''  A.  I).  17«2 

^Samuel  Newell 

Hezekiah  Gold 

Cotton  M.  Smith 

Richard  VAy 

Noah  Willistou'. 
Present  Rev^  Messrs  <J  Andrew  Eliot 

Elisha  Rexford 

Cyprian  Strong 

Isaac  Lewis 

Thomas  Minor'. 
^David  Ely 

The  Rev'  Samuel  Newell  was  chosen  Moderator  and 
Cyprian  Strong  Scribe. 

The  association  was  opened  by  a  Sermon  from  Isaiah  62 :  6, 7 
preached  by  the  Rev^  Elisha  Rexford. 

The  Rev^  Messrs.  Timothy  Stone  and  Thomas  P) rock  way 
joined  this  Body. 

At  the  same  fleeting  Voted  That  whereas  it  is  thought 
expedient  by  this  association,  that  an  alteration  should  take 
place  as  to  the  time  of  the  sessions  of  this  Body,  tliat  it  be 
recommended  to  each  particular  association  to  instruct  their 
Delegates  to  the  next  General  association,  as  to  the  Time; 
particularly  as  to  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  of  its  Session  from  the  third  Tuesday  in  June  to  tlie 
last  Tuesday  in  September. 

The  association  was  adjourned  till  7  o'clock  tomorrow 
morning.    The  association  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Question  was  put  to  this  association  —  Whether  min- 
isters of  the  Gospel  have  a  right,  by  civil  Law,  to  recover 
their  salaries  or  stipulated  support  V 

Voted  in  the  affirmative. 


OP  THE  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 


Ill 


At  the  same  time  voted  That  it  be  recommended  to  each 
particular  association,  annually  to  return  to  the  general  asso- 
ciation an  account  of  the  number  of  the  Candidates  they 
have  licensed  in  their  several  districts,  and  of  those  wlio  are 
acting  under  their  license. 

Voted,  Tiiat  the  next  general  association  be  held  at  the 
house  of  tlie  Rev<^  M""  Jolmson  in  Lyme. 

The  following  is  a  return  made  to  the  general  Association 
of  the  Candidates  in  the  State. 


Mr 
Mr 

Mr 
M.r 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 

Mr 

Mr. 
Mr 
Mr 


Lockwood 
Plum 
Miller 
Mills 
Edd  Mills 
Mitchell 
Bell 
Eve  ret 
Farmale 
Joshua  Perry 
Lankton 
Hotchkiss 
Austin 
Ely 
Cook 
Rogers 
Barnet 
Baldwin 
Barlow 
Prudden 
.  Fowler 
Lyon 
Hyde 
Ely 


In  Hartford  South  Association 


1 
! 

J> Litchfield  Association 


Fairfield  East 


/-New  Haven  Association 


Windham  Association 


Hartford  North 


N  B  The  doings  of  Association  entered  above  are  not 
attested  by  the  Scribe,  as  may  appear  by  the  original  on  file, 
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but  wns  l)y  liiin  enclosed  in  a  fjcttcr  tf>  the  Rc^ristcr  as  a 
RccoimI  of  tlie  doings  of  said  Association,  and  is  truly  entered. 

'i'est  Benjamin  Tkumhull,  Register 

of  tin-  (IcMKM'al  Associiition. 

Notes. 

'.  Ricliard  Ely  —  Pastor  —  No.  Madison  —  1757-1785. 
\  Xoah  WiUiston  — West  riavcn  —  17(;0-1 81 1 . 
\  Thomas  Miner  —  Westficld  —  1773-1S20. 


1783. 

The  General  Association  of  the  State  of  C(jnnecticut  met 
at  the  House  of  the  Rev<^erend  M"^  .Johnson  in  Lyme  on  the 
17^^  Day  of  June  AT)  1783 

Present  — 

^ James  Coiiswell 
Stephen  Jolinson 
Warham  Williams 
Cotton  Mather  Smith 
Josiah  Whitney 
The  Reverend  ^lessieurs  <J  Elcazer  May 

Elizur  (Goodrich 
Theodore  Hinsdale 
Elijah  Parsons  ( '.) 
David  Ely  and 
^Nathan  Perkins  (\) 

The  l^everend  M""  Cousw(>ll  \v;is  chosen  Moderator,  and  M"" 
Goodrich  was  chosen  Scril)e. 

The  Association  was  opciieil  with  pi-ayer  otVered  l>y  the 
UK^dtM'ator. 

The  Reverend  M^  Diinninii-.  who  was  a ppoiiittMl  to  iin\u  h 
on  the  occasion,  l)eing  ahsent,  the  Rev^  M"^  Whitney  was 
desired  to  perform  that  Service. 

The  General  Association  took  into  consideration  the  pro- 
posed alteration  of  the  time  of  its  meeting,  and  liaving  heard 
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the  opinion  and  sentiments  of  the  several  particular  Asso- 
ciations, as  communicated  by  the  members  present,  this 
association  is  unanimously  of  the  opinion,  that  an  alteration 
of  the  time  of  its  meeting  is  inexpedient  and  therefore  that 
the  General  Association  shall  continue  to  meet  on  the  Third 
Tuesday  of  June  as  usual. 

The  Rev^.  M''.  Aaron  Kinne  joined  the  association. 
Voted  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  particu- 
lar associations  that  the  Recommendatiuns  of  Candidates  for 
preaching  the  Gospel  be  limited  for  the  S})ace  of  four  years, 
and  that  the  limitation  be  expressed  in  the  recommendation, 
and  provided  the  candidates  shall  not  be  settled  in  the 
ministry  within  that  term,  and  yet  still  aim  to  continue  in 
the  business  of  preaching,  that  they  apply  for  a  renewal  of 
their  recommendation,  either  to  the  association  which  gave 
them  the  former  recommendation,  or  to  that  in  which  they 
mostly  reside. 

The  following  questions  were  proposed  to  this  association 
by  the  Eastern  association  in  New  London  County. 

1«^  What  is  the  duty  of  ministers  when  invited  to  sit  in 
council  with  separate  preachers  to  advise  in  matters  respect- 
ing a  union  between  Brethren  of  the  standing  churches  and 
tliose  of  the  separate  preachers  ? 

2.  Is  it  matter  of  duty  and  expediency  to  introduce  any  of 
the  separate  pi'eachers  into  the  ministry  if  they  will  submit 
to  regular  Ordination  ? 

3.  What  shall  be  done  respecting  our  destitute  Churches 
and  congregations  whose  resettlement  in  the  enjoyment  of 
gospel  ordinances  is  improbable  ? 

The  General  Association  having  considered  these  Ques- 
tions is  unanimously  of  opinion  in  respect  of  the  first 
Question,  That  regular  ministers  should  not  set  in  council 
with  separate  preachers  in  any  such  form  as  shall  expressly 
or  constructively  approve  or  own  such  separate  preachers,  in 
the  character  of  ministers  properly  authorized  according  to 
the  gospel  constitution. 

In  regard  to  the  second  Question,  the  general  association 
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is  iiiiMiiiinniislv  of  llic  opinion  lliaf  liowc.'Mjr  tliero  may 
|K).s>il)lv  he  cases  in  wliii  li  tlidx,'  wIm)  li:i\c  Ixm.mi  sr'paratc 
jii'caclicis,  |ii(>|»fr  a|»|plical  inn  iM-in-j  lunml  mi  tri;il  and 
L'xaniinal ion  hy  s<»nir  ic^nlar  ass«jcial ion,  <»r  l»\  a  coniicil  of 
i-eunlar  niinislcrs  and  cliniclics,  to  rcnoniice  their  separat ical 
principles  and  prjicliccs  ami  to  he  (jt herwisc  ipialihcd  may  Im* 
admitted  to  reunlai- ordinal  ion,  yet  c(jiisiderin^  the  dan^rerous 
nature  and  pernicious  ell'eets  oi"  tinjse  piinciples  and 
practiees,  if  any  of  those  preaeliei's  air  eNer  admitted  to 
i-ciiidar  ordiiniti(jn  it  oniiht  to  he  done  \s  ilh  iireat  caution, 
and  not  until  such  preachers  have  iceonciled  tliemselves 
to  the  ehnrches  from  whicdi  they  have  separated,  whicli  is 
therciore  earnestly  re(M)inni('n(l('d  to  llie  several  association.-- 
in  all  such  eases  as  may  arise,  and  to  all  councils  who  may 
be  eonceriied  in  them. 

The  General  Associati(»n  in  consideration  of  the  thiid 
Question  unanimously  recommend  to  the  several  Associations 
in  whieli  such  vacant  churches  and  congrcirations  are  found  to 
afford  them  all  the  assistance  they  can  with  convenience, 
especially  by  preaching  frequent  Lectures  among  them,  and 
administering  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  as  (jften  as  may  he. 

At  the  same  time  the  General  association  earnestly  rectjm- 
mend  to  all  such  chui  ches  and  congregations  tlie  most  sei  ions 
attention  to  their  State  and  the  awful  danger  they  are  in  of 
exposing  themselves  to  the  disi)leasure  of  the  great  Head 
and  King  of  the  Church,  while  they  live  destitute  of  a  settled 
gospel  ministry  and  ordinances,  and  without  taking  suitalde 
pains  to  enjoy  them,  ami  that  they  be  exhorted  to  use  all 
proper  means  to  resettle  the  gospel  ministry  :  and  the  particu- 
lar associations  are  desired  to  notify  this  recommendation  U) 
such  vacant  churches  and  join  their  recommendation  to  this. 
The  (Jeneral  Association  is  further  of  Opinion  that  the  matter 
is  of  so  great  and  serious  imjtortance  as  to  re(juire  the  atten- 
tion of  ministers  and  peo]»le  in  general;  and  therefore  the 
general  Association  appoint  the  Reverend  Messieurs  Cotton 
Mather  Smith,  l\(jbert  Ross,  Eleazer  May,  John  Devotion. 
Theodore  Hinsdale,  Levi  Hart,  Timothy  Stone,  Isaac  Lewis 
and  Samuel  Walls  a  committee  to  consider  the  matter  at 
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large.  The  Committee  is  desired  to  obtain  the  best  advice 
they  can  of  ministers  and  other  Gentlemen  of  Character  in 
this  State,  as  to  what  fnrther  measures  may  be  expedient, 
and  make  report  to  the  next  General  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  is  appointed  to  be  at 
Yale  College  in  New  Haven  the  day  after  Commencement  at 
9  oClock  in  the  morning. 

The  next  General  Association  is  appointed  to  meet  at  the 
House  of  the  Rev'  Samuel  John  Mills  in  Torringford  in  the 
County  of  Litchfield  at  11  oClock  in  the  Forenoon  of  tlie 
third  Tuesday  of  June  next. 

A  true  Record  of  the  Doings  of  the  General  Association. 

Test  Elizur  Goodrich,  Scribe. 

Notes. 

\  Elijah  Parsons  Pastor  East  Haddam  1772-1816. 
\  Nathan  Perkins    "      West  Hartford  1772-1833. 

1  784  . 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  convened  at  tlie  house  of  the  Rev^  M-"  Mills  in 
Torringford  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  June  1781* 

Present 

Rev^i  Mess'rs  Jonathan  Mash  '  and  Timothy  Pitkin,  from 
the  North  Association  in  Hartford  County,  Andrew  Stores 
from  tlie  Association  in  New  Haven  County,  Jolm  Smalley 
and  Abner  Benedict  from  the  south  association  in  the  County 
of  Hartford,  Jeremiah  Day  and  Samuel  Mills,  from  the  Asso- 
ciation in  the  County  of  Litclifield,  Justus  Mitchell'-'  from 
the  western  association  in  Fairfield  County,  Henry  Ely  '  from 
the  western  association  in  the  County  of  New  London, 
Samuel  Nott'  from  the  eastern  Association  in  the  County  of 
New  London. 

Revd  M*-  Pitkin  was  chosen  moderator  of  the  General 
Association. 

M--  Justus  Mitchell  was  chosen  Scribe. 


*June  15'\ 
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TIk*  association  was  o|)(jm'(|  \>y  the  jtiiltlic,  surxici'  |»('rroriiH'<] 
l>y  Day. 

A  icpoil  of  llic  Coinmittoe  appointed  hy  tlie  last  General 
Associal ion,  to  allcnd  to  ilic  stale  ol"  destitute  clnirclieH,  was 
laid  hclorc  tliis  associ:iii(jn,  and  after  an  amendment  was 
adopted,  as  follows. 

A  Committee  having'  Ueen  aj»point('d  hy  tliis  iiody  at  their 
last  Session  to  take  into  consideration  tlic  cr)ndition  of  tlic 
destitute  Cliiirclies  in  lliis  State,  in  (tidri-  to  tlicii-  supj»ly  : 
and  said  Committee  liaNinu  r<^poited  what,  appeai'e(rt<.»  them 
the  most  eligihle  method  of  ti-eating  tliOS(!  destitnte  Churches, 
which  negleet  a  becoming  care  for  tlie  enjoyment  of  Gospel 
ordinances,  and  their  resettlement  among  them. 

On  hearinii'  the  report  of  said  Committee,  this  association, 
after  deliherating  and  convei-sing  lamely  npon  the  suhject.  is 
of  opinion,  tliat  in  cases  wheiM}  thei'e  may  he  i-eason  to 
apj)reh(jnd  a,  Canity  neglect  of  jn'oper  endeavoni-s,  in  any 
destitute  Church  to  settle  a  minister  over  them  in  the  Lord, 
it  is  the  duty  of  those  pastors,  who  are  in  the  vicinity,  to 
take  with  them  some  respectable  characters  from  amon<_i-  tlie 
brethren  of  their  churches,  and  obtain  a  Conference  with  the 
members  of  such  destitute  church,  and  in  a  candid  Christian 
manner  enquire  into  the  causes  of  their  neglect;  and  if  they 
shall  find  them  t^uilty  of  censuralde  neuliirence,  to  inculcate 
upon  them  the  importance  of  gospel  oi'dinances,  and  (if 
possihle)  to  |)ei-siia(le  IhtMU  to  pay  a  jtroper  attention  to  ihe 
matter,  and  il  snch  measnics  should  prove  iuefHectual,  and 
said  Church  continue  criminally  negligent,  after  due  pains 
taken,  that  it  is  the  dnty  of  sutdi  neighbouring  j>astors  and 
brethren,  to  exhibit  a  complaint  against  such  church  to  the 
moderator  of  the  Consociation  to  which  it  belongs,  if  con- 
sociated,  that  il  may  be  dealt  with  as  walkiiiLi'  disorderly,  and 
cut  off  IVoni  llie  Uody  if  irreclaimalde  :  and  if  said  church 
be  iinconsociated  that  it  is  the  duty  ol"  the  churches  in  com- 
nuinion  with  it  to  withdraw  coiumunion  from  it,  if  found 
pertinaciously  ori'en<ling  against  the  F^aws  of  Christ  in  the 
abov(^  particular.  Ihit  that  those  individuals  of  such  offend- 
ing Church,  as  appear  disposed  to  walk  orderly,  if  any  such 
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there  be,  ought  to  be  taken  under  tlie  protection  of  neighbor- 
ing sister  Churches,  or  the  consociation,  if  consociated. 

The  association  adjourned  till  seven  o'clock  tomorrow 
morning.  The  Association  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  Scribe  was  appointed  to  transcribe  the  report,  and  send 
one  to  each  association  in  this  State. 

The  next  General  Association  is  appointed  to  be  attended 
on  the  third  Tuesday  in  June  next,  at  the  House  of  M^.  Sam- 
uel Nott,  in  the  2^  Society  of  Norwich,  and  eastern  Associa- 
tion in  the  County  of  New  London. 

Test  Justus  Mitchell,  Scribe. 

Notes. 

\  Jonathan  Marsh  Pastor  in  New  Hartford  from  1739-1794. 
\  Justus  Mitchell  "  "  New  Canaan  "  1783-1806. 
\  Henry  Ely  "      "  Killingworth       "  1782-1801. 

\  Samuel  Nott  "         Franklin  "  1782-1849. 


1785. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  ministers 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  at  the  house  of  the  Revd  Samuel 
Nott  in  Norwich  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  June  1785* 

Present  — 

f  James  Cogswell,  Moderator 
Josiah  Whitney,  Scribe 
Richard  Ely 
George  Colton 
Enoch  Huntington 
Ammi  Ruhamah  Robbins 
Levi  Hart 
Theodore  Hinsdale 
Thomas  Wells  Bray 
John  Avery  ". 
Samuel  Nott 

Stephen  Williams  Stebbins'. 


Reverend  Messieurs 


*June  21. 
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The  Associid ioij  was  opened  witli  piavcr  l)y  the  moderator. 
Upon  iepi(3S('iiiati()ii  ihut  flic  Ijcdure  tlic  day  after  Coni- 
niciiccinonl  ;il  New  Ilavcii  is  not  iillcndcti  iijton  l)y  miiiiKters 
in  general  and  tlici'ehy  llicdesiLni  tlieicol'  is  nuicli  fnisti-ated, 
tlic  oj)inion  of  this  association  is  asked,  whether  it  is  advisa- 
hh;  said  Lectnrc  1)0  continncd  ?  This  Assoeiation  taking  into 
eonsideiation  the  general  design  tliereof,  aie  nnwilling  it 
slionhl  he  diseontinned ;  therefore  wonhl  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  tlie  particnlar  Associations  to  desire  tliose  of  their 
Body  who  may  attend  (Commencements,  not  to  sutler  any  lit- 
tle incoin enienc(!  lo  pi'event  their  atten(hince  upon  a  service 
peculiarly  designed  for  their  ]>ront ;  lest  they  give  occasion 
to  its  heing  said  that  ministers  ai'e  as  nnmindl'id  ol  ohliga- 
tions  to  attend  religions  services  as  others. 

The  following  qnestions  wei"e  projtosed  to  the  Association. 

1.  Whether  the  practice  of  inviting  young  Cientlemen  to 
preach,  and  recommending  them  to  the  Woik  of  the  ministry 
hefoi'e  they  have  heen  examined  and  a])pi-oved  hy  Associa- 
tions or  their  Committee  be  regulni-  y 

Voted  in  the  Negative. 

2.  Whether  the  late  Ordination  of  one  M""  Hay  at  Ivillingly 
performed  hy  ^fessrs  ClcNcland,  IJiadford.  Snow,  Pai'k  and 
Spalding  ought  to  he  ackncnvledgecl  regular  ?  N'oted  in  the 
negative. 

Resolved  hy  this  JJody,  that  the  practice  of  marrying  pei- 
sons  not  having  their  intentions  of  marriage  jmblished  as  the 
law  directs  is  irregular  and  of  pernitious  tendency  ;  and  trust 
that  ministers  will  not  join  any  in  marriage  hefore  they  have 
observed  the  steps  of  the  law  in  this  matter. 

This  Ass(tci!ition  tiil<iug  int(^  ('(uisideratiou  the  great  duty 
and  importance  of  having  the  interpositions  o\'  |»rovidencc  in 
the  events  that  have  effected  and  attended  the  late  American 
Revoluli(»n.  i-eligionsly  improxed,  not  only  hy  jn'csent  hut 
futui'c  generations,  and  that  S(>me  suitable  and  concise  history 
be  ])repared  foi*  that  purj)ose  ;  accordingly  re(|uest  the  fol- 
lowing Gentlemen  viz  :  Rev.^^  Mess"""  Enoch  Huntington,  Ben- 
jamin TiMimbuU,  ficvi  Hart,  Theodore  Hinsdale  and  Thomas 
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Wells  Bray  to  collect  and  compile  such  a  history ;  and  that 
the  Revd  M--  Trumbull  in  particular  be  desired  to  digest  and 
write  the  wliole  and  prepare  it  for  the  press. 

Voted  tliat  the  next  General  Association  be  at  the  House 
of  the  Rev/'  D""  Goodrich  at  Durham. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Association, 

JosiAH  Whiting,  Scribe. 


Notes. 

\  George  Colton       Pastor  in  Bolton 
^  John  S.  Avery  "  Stamford 

\  Stephen  W.  Stebbins  "  Stratfoi'd 


from  1763-1812. 
1779-1791. 
"  1784-1818. 


1  786. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  at  the  House  of  the  Rev''  Elizur  Goodrich  D.D. 
in  Durham  June  20^"  A.  D.  1786 

Present 
^Joseph  Bellamy  D.D. 
Stephen  Johnson 
Robert  Ross 
Josiah  Whitney 
Elizur  Goodrich  D.D. 
John  Devotion 
Benjamin  Boardman 
Enoch  Huntington 
Jonathan  Edwards  D.D.  \ 
Nathan  Perkins 
Noah  Me  r win 
Samuel  Nott  and 
Nathan  Fenn 

The  Reverend  D^  Joseph  Bellamy  was  chosen  Moderator, 
and  Enoch  Huntington,  Scribe.  The  Association  was  opened 
with  prayer  and  a  Sermon  by  the  Reverend  D-"  Edwards  from 


Reverend  Messieurs 
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1  ('(»!•.  1  :  80.  in  liiiii  aic  \        ('liiisl  .Icsiis,  ulinol  (iod 

is  iimdc  unto  us — Iti^lilf'oiisiicss. 

N'oh'd  l»y  1  liis  Associal inn,  < lial  tlic  lu-\ririi(l  M'  li<-ii jMiiiiii 
'rniinlMill  be  desired  Uj  proceed  in  tlie  euuijiiliilion  llie 
Ilisloiy  wliieli  lie,  together  with  others,  was  desire<l  ijy  the 
hist  tJciierid  Association  to  lorni,  in  (•uninu'inoiation  and  for 
tlie  serious  iinprovenu'iit  ol  tiie  events  attending  the  lat€ 
American  Revolution  ;  and  that  Messieurs  Itohert  lioss  and 
Enoch  Hnntingt(jn  iniorni  him  of  tins  dcsiie  of  the  juesent 
General  Association,  and  a  fiord  him  ihuir  ad\ic<'  and  assist- 
ance in  carrying  this  desire  into  execution. 

Tins  Association  r('cei\c'(|  of  the  Re\cr(jnd  llcnjannii 
Ti  innhull  lour  pounds  ten  shillings  ami  six  pence  half  j>i'iiii\  . 
lawful  money,  which  he  had  in  his  hands,  ijclonging  U)  the 
(Jeneral  Association,  which  money  the  Reverend  Warham 
Williams  was  desired  to  Receive  and  Keep  nntil  called  for  hy 
the  Association,  and  accordingly  it  was  connnitted  to  his 
Trust.  Afterwards  the  same  money  was  Voted  to  he  given 
to  the  Reverend  Isaac  Lewis,  late  of  Wilton,  provided  he 
shall  he  inclined  to  spend  as  many  as  five  Sahbaths  in 
j)reaching  and  administering  (Jospel  Ordinances  in  any  of 
the  Ncw-foi  ined  or  forming  Settlements  that  are  destitute  ; 
and  that  the  Ivevciend  Dr  J>ellamy  receive  the  aforesaid 
money,  and  give  the  same  to  M""  Lewis,  upon  his  complying 
with  the  bcforementioiied  condition. 

The  list  of  preaching  Candidates  l>rought  in  to  this  Asso- 
ciation from  the  several  pai'ticular  Associations  is  as 
folio weth  —  viz  : 

Litchfield  County, 
Messieurs  Adoniram  .Iuds(jn,  Ldnnmd  ^lills. 

New  Haven. 

Messieui's  fjcvi  Lanklon.  Medad  Ivnuers,  doiialhaii  Midthy, 
Jahez  11.  Tomlison,  Leuniel  Tylei-,  U'alter  King,  Sanniel 
( u)odrich,  dedidiah  Ahjise,  Tayson  Williston,  Thomas  IJolt. 

Hartford  County,  North  Association, 
Messieurs  Allen  Olcott,  Ebeiiezer  Kingsbury. 


OF  THE  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 


121 


South  Association 
Messieurs  Wait  Cornwall,  Ethan  Osborn,  David  Higgins, 
Ozias  Eells,  Timothy  Lankton,  and  Samuel  Mills. 

Windham  County 
Messieurs  Samuel  Austin,  Stephen  Williams,  Taylor. 

New  London  County,  East  Association. 
Messieurs  Foster,  Wilder,  Page,  Pierce,  Andrews,  Ralph. 

West  Association  —  None. 
Fairfield  County  —  None. 

The  Reverend  Robert  Ross  was  appointed  by  this  General 
Association  to  preach  the  Conscio  ad  Clerum,  the  Day  after 
the  next  Commencement  at  Yale  College. 

Voted — That  the  next  General  Association  be  at  the 
house  of  the  Reverend  John  Smalley  in  Berlin. 

Voted  that  this  Association  will  encourage  the  printing  of 
the  History  which  Mr.  Trumbull  is  desired  to  compile,  by 
assisting  in  procuring  subscriptions,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
may  be  to  an  Amount  not  only  sufficient  to  pay  the  printing, 
but  also  to  afford  some  reward  to  M""  Trumbull  for  his  labors 
and  Service. 

At  this  Association  it  was  proposed  that  the  following 
Questions  should  be  transmitted  by  the  Delegates  to  their 
respective  Associations  for  their  Consideration,  and  that  the 
delegates  to  the  next  Geueral  Association  should  come  pre- 
pared to  offer  their  sentiments  in  the  discussion  of  these 
Points. 

1.  In  what  case  the  dissolution  of  the  Marriage  Relation, 
by  what  is  called  a  Divorce,  may  properly  and  allowedly 
take  place  according  to  the  Scriptures. 

2.  Who  was  the  person  that  appeared  to  Moses  in  the 
burning  Bush. 

3.  What  proof  of  the  Truth  of  divine  Revelation  can  arise 
from  Miracles  said  to  be  wrought  in  Attestation  of  it  ? 

Test  Enoch  Huntington,  Scribe. 

16 
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NOTKS. 

'.  .loiial  liaii  J*](l\vai(|s  Pasloi-  N'l'W  Ila\(,'ii  Ncjilli  lioiii  IT^j'.*- 

17:»:). 

Noiili  iMcrwiii  l*asl(»r  Wasliiirjloii  fi  oiii  1  T-S.O-l  71»5. 
^  xNutliaii  Fciui      -      Dcrliii  "  17bO-17!Hi. 


1787. 


At  ;i  GeiKjriil  Associjition  ol"  tliu  S(at(,'  of  CoiiiKJcticiit  enli- 
vened at  tlie  House  of  llie  KcverL'iietl  .lolni  Smallcv  in  lleiiin 
June  19"'  17cS7 

Present  — 

.Jolin  Sniallev 
Benjamin  Trunil»ull 
Levi  Hart 
Tlieodore  Hinsdale 
Samuel  Camp  ( '.) 
Samuel  .John  Mills 
The  Revd  MessJ«  l  Samuel  Wales  I).  D.  (■'.) 

Achilles  Mansfield  ('.) 
Nathan  Perkins 
iMoses  Cook  Weleli  (\) 
Joshua.  Jolinson  (".) 
Justus  Mitchel  and 
Frederick  William  Ilotehkiss  ('.) 


The  Reverend  John  Smalley  was  chosen  moderator  and 
M""  Benjamin  Trumbull  was  chosen  Scribe. 

Tlu;  Revereiied  Mr  Lewis  who  was  appointed  to  preacli  the 
Sermon  before  tlie  Association  being  absent,  }>[j  Trumbull 
was  appointed  to  preach,  who  opened  the  Association  with 
prayei"  and  a  Sermon  from  ,Iosh.  24:15  —  ''Choose  you  this 
day  whom  ye  will  serve.'' 

The  Rev''  Uriel  Gridlcy  came  in  and  jttined  the  Association. 

The  Questions  proposed  the  hist  General  Association  were 
discussed.    Voted  that  the  1''  Question  respecting  Divorce 
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be  deferred  to  tlie  next  General  Association  for  further 
discussion. 

Voted  also  That  the  S'^  Question  proposed  the  last  Year 
respecting  miracles  be  deferred  to  the  next  General  Associa- 
tion for  the  same  purpose. 

The  Rev^'  D--  Bellamy  returned  to  this  Association  by  the 
hand  of  the  Reverend  Uriel  Gridley,  Four  Pounds  Ten 
Shillings  and  Six  pence  half  Penny,  which  the  D-"  had 
received  of  the  General  Association  the  last  year. 

Voted  that  tlie  next  General  Association  be  at  the  House 
of  the  Reverend  Nathan  Perkins  in  West  Hartford  tlie 
third  Tuesday  in  June  next. 

Voted  that  it  be  a  standing  rule  That  the  preacher  of  tlie 
Conscio  ad  Clerum,  at  Yale  College,  the  day  after  Commence- 
ment be  appointed  in  that  Association  where  the  General 
Association  shall  set  the  preceding  June. 

Voted  that  the  Reverend  John  Smalley  be  appointed  to 
preach  the  Sermon  the  day  after  the  next  Commencement. 

Voted  that  the  Reverend  Cyprian  Strong  be  appointed  as 
second  in  case  of  the  Failure  of  the  Reverend  Smalley. 

Voted  That  the  Money  returned  by  Bellamy  be  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  Mr.  Trumbull. 

The  List  of  Candidates  from  the  Several  Counties  brought 
into  the  Association  is  as  followeth. 

Hartford  County. 

North  Association  (  Joseph  Kingsbury 
Messieurs  (  John  Ellsworth 
(  Wait  Cornwall 
South  Association  J  Ethel  Orsborn 
Messieurs  ]  David  Higgins 
Calvin  White 
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N<'iv  J  far  671  Count  I/. 

.loliii  Rohinsoi) 

Ijciiiiicl  Tyler 

Paysoii  Willistoii 

.        ,  Tli.»mas  ITolt 
Messieurs  <  i  ,,   ,  • 

Samuel  rerkiiis 

David  Hale 

lsa;ic  (Minion 

Aaron  Cook  Collins. 

Fairfield  (^minty. 
Knslern  Associal  ion  None. 
Western  Association  None. 

New  London  County. 
Westei-n  Assoeiation  None. 

f  .lolm  Wilder 
Eastern  Associni ion  j  ( 'lirisjoplici-  Page 

Messieurs  "1  Aaron  Woodwoi-tli  imd 
1^  Elijah  Parish 

Windham  ( ^ounty. 

(  Stephen  Williams 
Messieurs  !  .John  Taylor 

(  Joiialliaii  1^11  is 

LltchfiAd  County.  None. 
A  true  Record  of  the  doings  of  the  fJeneral  Association. 

Test  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Scribe. 


Notes. 

'.  Samuel  Camp  Pastoi-  in  Ridirehurv  from  1769  to  1804. 
\  Samuel  Wales     -         Yale  CoUe-e  from  1782  to  17114. 
Achilles  iManslield  Pastor  in  Clinton     "    1779  "  1814. 
Moses  Cook  Welch     "         North  lAranslield  from  1784 
to  1S24. 

\  Joshua  .Johnson  Pastor  in  l^ast  Woodstock  fi-om  1780  to 
1790. 

Frederick  W.  Uotchkiss  Pa^toi-  in  Old  Savhrook  from 
1788  to  1838. 
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1788. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  at  tlie  House  of  the  Rev''  Nathan  Perkins  in 
West  Hartford  June  17"'  A.  D.  1788 

Present 
f  Nathaniel  Taylor 
John  Willard 
Cotton  M.  Smitli 
Joseph  Huntington 
Cyprian  Strong 
Thomas  W.  Bray 
The  Rev*'  Messi's  <J  Jonathan  Edwards 
Nathan  Perkins 
Jonathan  Murdock 
Benoni  Upson  ('.) 
Roswell  Cook  (\) 
Zebulon  Ely  (^) 
^  William  Lyman  (*.) 

The  Rev*'  Natlianiel  Taylor  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  M"" 
Cyprian  Strong  Scribe. 

The  Rev.^  Backus  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Conscio 
ad  Clerum,  at  the  Commencement  in  New  Haven  in  Septem- 
ber next. 

The  Revd  M»"  Hwight  and  M""  Smith  joined  the  Association. 

The  Rev*'  Mess'"^  Jonathan  Edwards,  Timothy  Dwight, 
Joseph  Pluntington  and  Cotton  M.  Smith  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  take  into  consideration  tlie  address  of  the 
Association  of  the  Western  District  in  New  Haven  County, 
respecting  the  State  and  Circumstances  of  the  New  Settle- 
ments in  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New  York,  with  respect 
to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  necessity  of  there 
being  some  measures  taken  to  send  suitable  missionaries  to 
preach  the  gospel,  gather  churches,  and  administer  Gospel 
ordinances  among  them,  and  to  report  what  is  proper  to  be 
done  thereon. 


126  RECORDS  OF  THK  GENERAL  ASSOCIATION 

T\\(i  Association  was  opened  witli  a  sermon  from  Levit.  11*: 
17  preaelied  by  flic  Rev'  Willard.  A  reqncst  from  tlie 
Asso(M;i1i<)ii  ol  Windliani  ('ounty  was  laid  before  this  Associ- 
ation, r(!<|U(.'stin<^  tliat  sonic  suitable  Testimony  might  be 
borne  a<!ainst  a  siiiliil  Omission  in  the  lat(;  lc(leral  (;onveii- 
tion,  in  not  h)ol<in_ii  to  God  I'or  direction,  ami  of  oinitfiiiL''  the 
nKMilionol'  the  nam(i  of  (hxI  in  the  Constitntion  they  projjosed 
to  the  Pco|tl(i  for  their  a|)|)robation. 

The  Association  after  conversinjj:  lar«:;cly  upon  it,  laid  it 
over  till  tomorrow  morning  for  further  consideration. 

The  Association  then  resnmed  the  Oiscussion  of  the  first 
(Question  referred  to  them  from  the  last  General  Association, 
viz:  In  what  case  a  Dissolution  of  the  marrinL'^e  Relation,  by 
what  is  called  a  Divorce  may  {jrojierly  and  al]<»wal»ly  take 
place  according  to  the  Sci  ijtture  ? 

The  Association  adjourned  till  live  o'clock  tonutrrow 
nioi-ning. 

Met  according  to  Adjournment. 

The  Committee  aj^pointed  yesterday  made  their  report, 
which  was  voted  and  directed  to  be  ])rinted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  M""  Perkins,  niid(M-  the  Signature  of  the  Moderator 
and  Scril)e  of  this  Association. 

The  Association  i-esuined  the  discussion  of  tlie  (Question 
nnder  consideration  the  last  Evening  iclative  to  Divorces. 

The  Association  gave  it  as  their  opinion  That  Incontinency 
is  the  only  justifiable  i-eason  for  a  divorce. 

Voted,  that  Doct.^^  doodrich,  Edwards  and  Wales  l>e  a 
Committee  to  prepare  a  Draught  of  an  Address  and  Petition 
to  the  (Jeneral  Assembly  on  the  Subject  of  Divorces,  and  lay 
it  before  this  Association  on  their  adjournment  hereafter 
determined. 

On  motion  mad<'  b}'  the  Association  in  the  western  T>is- 
,  tricl  of  New  Haven  County,  the  Association  Voted  that  the 
Slave  Trade  b(^  unjust,  and  that  every  justifiable  measure 
ought  to  be  taken  to  siij>press  it. 

Voted,  also,  that  Doct'"-'  (Joodrich,  Edwards  and  Wales  be 
a  Committee  to  draw  ujt  an  address  and  petition  to  the  (ien- 
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eral  Assembly,  that  some  effectual  Laws  may  be  made  for  the 
total  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  to  be  laid  before  this  body 
at  their  adjournment  hereafter  determined  : 

Voted  that  the  Address  of  Windham  County  be  laid  over 
to  a  future  day. 

A  Scheme  of  an  Union  of  the  Presbyterians  in  America 
was  presented  to  this  Association,  for  their  consideration,  by 
the  Association  in  the  County  of  Fairfield.  After  deliberat- 
ing upon  it,  Voted  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Considera- 
tion and  Approbation  of  each  of  the  particular  Associations 
in  this  State. 

At  the  request  of  the  North  Association  in  Hartford  Coun- 
ty, representing  the  great,  general,  and  increasing  neglect 
there  is  in  attending  to  the  public  Worship  of  God  —  the 
Association  Voted  Messieurs  Timotliy  D wight  &  Benoni 
Upson  be  a  Committee  to  make  a  draught  of  an  Exhortation 
on  the  subject,  to  be  publicly  read,  in  the  various  Congrega- 
tions, through  the  State. 

The  List  of  Candidates  from  the  Several  Counties,  brought 
in  to  the  Association  is  as  followetli. 

Litchfield  Association  =Edmund  Mills. 

TT    ^i-    1  AT   ^1  \  Ebenezer  Kingsbury 

Hartford  North  =        ]  t  i  iiin 

(  Jolm  Ellsworth 

r  Wait  Corn  well,  Ethiel  Orsborn 

Hartford  South  |  William  F.  Miller,  Calvin  White 

(  Elijah  Oridley,  Sylvester  Sage. 

,       .  (  Stephen  Williams,  John  Taylor, 

Wmdiiam  Association  )  ^  tt^it    tt    ^  • 

(  Jonathan  Ellis,  Hendric  Dow. 


New  Haven  Association 
John  Robinson,  Lemuel  Tyler,  Payson  Williston,  Thomas 
Holt,  Samuel  Perkins,  David  Hale,  Aaron  Cook  Collins,  Levi 
Lankton,  William  Stone,  Reuben  Hitchcock,  Ebenezer  Fitch. 

New  London  Eastern  Association  — 
John  Wilder,  Christopher  Page,  Hezekiah  Nath>  Woodruff, 
Asahel  Huntington. 

Fairfield  Eastern  —  None. 
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I'airlicld  West(jrii  —  Nunc*. 
Mitldlt'sc'x  Association    Joliii  K\y. 

Voted  lliat  flic  next  Oeiicial  Association  Ijc  at  tlic  House 
ol"  IIh;  Rev.  Tlionias  I^rock  w  ay  in  lichaiioii. 

Tlie  Conunitti'c  to  draw  an  Address  to  tlio  various 
Con«5re«rations  on  the  lnip(Mtancc  ol  a  ruligicjiis  Attendance 
on  the  Duties  of  the  Sal)l)atli  made  tlieii-  re)Mnt  wliicli  was 
accepted;  and  Doct'^«  Ed  winds  and  Dwiirlit  wen*  appointed 
to  prepare  the  same  for  and  forward  it  lo  tlie  press  with  the 
signature  of  the  moderator  and  Sciihe  of  this  Association. 

The  followiim  (piestions  were  read  and  V^jted  to  he  ofifered 
to  each  particidar  Ass(jcialion  foi"  diseussicjn  viz: 

I'"  Is  it  an  Institution  of  tlie  (josj)el  that  baptized  Children, 
as  soon  as  they  are  eapal)le  of  eating  and  hehaving  with 
decency,  should  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper? 

2^.  Are  there  any  absolute  Promises  of  either  temporal  or 
spiritual  good,  made  in  Scripture  to  the  Children  of  J>elievers? 

Voted  that  this  Association  be  adjourned  to  the  Day 
])revious  to  Commencement,  to  meet  in  the  Chai>el  at  New 
Haven  at  4  o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

The  above  passed  and  Voted  by  the  Association  — 

Test  Cyprian  Strong,  Scribe. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  held  by  adjournment  at  the  College  Chaj>el  in 
New  Haven,  Sept.  9"'  A.  D.  1788 

^  Nathaniel  Taylor 
John  Willard' 
Elizur  Goodrich 
Cyprian  Strong 
Thomas  W.  Bray 
Jonathan  Edwards 
Jonathan  Murdock 
Beuoni  Upson 
Zebulon  Ely 
William  Lyman 


Present  Rev.^  Mcss."^* 
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The  Association  was  opened  with  prayer  offered  by  the 
moderator. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Association  were  read.  Two 
Draughts  of  an  Address  to  the  General  Assembly  were  read 
to  the  Association  —  one  by  D^  Goodrich  —  the  otlier  by  D^. 
Edwards,  to  both  of  which  objections  were  offered.  After 
much  conversation  relative  to  the  mode  of  addressing  or 
framing  a  memorial  to  the  General  Assembly,  relative  to 
Divorces  it  was  voted  —  That  said  Memorial  should  be 
predicated  in  part  on  the  opinion  of  the  association  as 
manifested  in  their  June  Session  relative  to  Divorces,  And 
Doctor  Edwards,  M^.  Bray  and  Doctor  D wight  were  chosen  a 
Committee  to  prepare  a  Draught  of  such  a  Memorial  to  be 
laid  before  the  Association  for  their  Approbation. 

The  Association  was  then  adjourned  till  tomorrow  imme- 
diately after  tlie  public  Exercises  of  Commencement  are  fin- 
ished, to  meet  at  the  Room  of  M."*  Fitch. 

The  Association  met  according  to  adjournment.  M^  Ross 
joined  the  Body. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  yesterday  made  a  draught  of  a 
petition,  <fec.,  which  was  accepted,  and  one  for  the  Total 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  connected  with  it. 

Doctors  Edwards  and  Wales  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  forward  said  Petition  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their 
Session  in  October  next. 

Whereas  in  the  minutes  of  the  Doings  of  this  Association 
in  June  last  it  is  entered,  that  a  Request  was  made  from 
Windham  Association,  that  some  suitable  Testimony  might 
be  borne  etc.,  it  now  appears  that  it  was  not  made  by  said 
Association ;  Voted  that  said  Application  be  dismissed. 

The  above- voted  by  Association, 

Test  Cyprian  Strong,  Scribe. 

Notes. 

\  Benoni  Upson  Pastor  in  Kensington  from  1779  to  1816. 
•^RoswellCook      "       ^'  Montville  1784  to  1798. 

I  Zebulon  Ely  "  ^'Lebanon  ^'  1782  to  1824. 
\  William  Lyman  "  Millington      "    1787  to  1823. 
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1  789 


At  II  Meet  ill 
Coiiliecticul  at 
LeltaiKJii  .1 


ol  tlic  (ifiicriil  A ssMciitl ion  of  tlie  State  oi 
k;  lioiisc  of  tin-  liL'V'  Tlioinas  Brockway  in 


Hi"'  1789 


The  Revd  Messrs  <^ 


Present 

Samuel  Lock  woo*  I 
Klijali  Latlirop 
Robert  Ross 
Xatlian  Williams 
Benjamin  Trunilnill 
Timothy  Stone 
Aaron  Kinne 
Peter  Starr 
Thomas  Brockway 
Elijah  Parsons 
Charles  Jiackiis  ('.) 
William  Seward 
Noali  Merwin 
W'n  Lock  wood  ('.) 
Josei)li  Vaill  {\) 
John  Noyes  ('.) 
Samnel  Nott 
^  Jason  Atwater  (\) 


Tlie  Rev.*'  Samnel  Lockwood  was  cliosen  Moderat(»r.  A- 
W"'  Lockwood  Scribe. 

The  Association  was  opened  by  prayer  &  a  Sermon  from 
Ist  Cor'^"^  ix.  27»''  i)reached  by  the  ReV'  M^.  Ston^. 

The  Questions  proposed  by  the  General  Association  for  the 
discnssion  of  the  particular  Associations  were  l)y  a  majority 
of  tlie  particular  Assoeiat ions  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Association  took  into  consideration  and  discussed 
those  (piestions. 

Tlie  Association  adjourned  till  half  after  five  o'clock  tomor- 
row Mornimr. 
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Met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Association  resumed 
tlie  discussion  of  the  Questions  under  consideration  the  hast 
evening.  They  were  largely  debated  by  the  members  of  the 
General  Association.  A  large  majority  gave  their  Opinion 
in  favor  of  the  negative ;  but  in  consideration  that  a  few  par- 
ticular Associations  had  not  discussed  the  Questions  they 
were  referred  to  further  Examination  in  the  particular  asso- 
ciations and  the  result  of  their  enquiries  to  be  laid  before 
this  Body  for  their  opinion  at  their  next  meeting. 

The  following  Questions  were  read  and  Voted  to  be  offerred 
to  each  particular  Association  for  discussion,  and  return  be 
made  to  the  General  Association  at  their  next  meeting,  viz : 

I.  ^*  Did  the  human  Soul  of  Christ,  exist  before  the  Con- 
ception of  his  Body  by  the  Virgin  ? 

II.  ^  What  is  the  evidence  from  the  Scriptures  that  there 
are  three  persons  in  the  Deity  eternally  distinct  from  each 
other  ? 

Voted  that  Copies  of  all  Addresses,  Draughts,  &c  made  by 
the  General  Association  be  left  with  the  Register  of  General 
Association. 

Voted  tliat  this  Question  be  offered  to  the  particular  asso- 
ciations for  consideration,  and  that  returns  be  made  to  the 
General  Association  at  their  next  meeting  viz  :  Whether  it 
be  expedient  that  a  minister  be  appointed  by  the  General 
Association  yearly  to  preach  in  the  first  Church  in  Hartford 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  Gen^  Election  day  a  Sermon  in  sup- 
port of  some  essential  Point  of  Chi-istianity,  and  that  such 
sermon,  written  out  in  fair  hand  be  lodged  from  year  to  year 
with  the  associational  Register,  for  the  purpose  of  Selection, 
for  future  Publication  :  That  the  preacher  be  not  appointed 
by  rotation  from  the  several  Associations,  but  from  the  State 
at  large. 

Voted  that  the  Ugy'  Timothy  Stone  be  appointed  to  preach 
the  Sermon  the  day  after  the  next  Commencement. 

Voted  that  the  next  General  Association  be  at  the  House 

of  the  Rev'i  Timothy  Dwight  D.D. 

Test  W.  LocKWOOD,  Scribe. 
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NolKS. 

Cliarlcs  Hiickus    raslm-  in  Soineis    iVoiii  1774  to  l8n;>. 

WilliiiiM  Lock  wood  Milloid      "  1784  "  179tj. 

.I(,s('pli  Vaill  H:.«llvm.'    "  1780  "  18i^.2. 

.JoliM  Novcs  Wcsloii      "  1781)  "  1807. 

.las.. II  Atwalcr         "  llianlnnl  17s4  -  171M. 


1790. 

At  a  mectiiit!-  of  tin'  riencral  Association  <»f  Connecticut, 
at  tlio  House  of  111*' 
1790  — 


Tiinofliv  Dwi'jhl  D.n.  Jmuc  15"' 


Tlie  lie  v.  '  Mess.r  s 


Present 

f  Samuel  Lock  wood  D.D. 
Natliaiiiol  Taylor 
Nathaniel  Bartlctt 
Robert  Ross 
Judah  Cliainpion 
Eli/.ur  (Joodricli  D.D. 
KlxMic/er  IvelloG",!!: 
IJenjamin  Ti-iiinl>nll 
John  Foot 
Aaron  Church  ('.) 
Rufus  Hawley  (".) 
William  Seward 
Timothy  Dwioht  D.D.  ('.) 
Xaihan  Fcnn 
Henry  Ely 
Zid.iiion  Fly 

The  Rev.''  Nalhaiiicl  Ta3'lor  was  chosm  Moderator,  and 
M""  Benjamin  Ti  umhull  was  chosen  Scrihe. 


The  meetinir  was  opened  with  prayer  olTci-cd  and 


a  >ermon 


preached,  hy  the  Rev.''  William  Seward  from  Han.  ii:  44. 

Voted,  That  the  two  questions  proposed  to  the  particular 
Associations  l)y  the  last  General  Association,  for  the  present 
be  dismissed. 
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A  motion  made  by  the  delegates  of  the  western  Association 
of  Fairfield  county  respecting  a  general  union  of  the  Congre- 
gational and  Presbyterian  churches  throughout  the  United 
States  of  America,  was  taken  into  serious  consideration  and 
largely  debated:  On  which  the  following  question  was  pro- 
posed, Whether  in  tlie  opinion  of  this  Association,  any  fur- 
ther degree  of  union  between  tlie  churches  of  this  State  and 
their  brethren  of  the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian 
churches  throughout  the  United  States  of  America  would  be 
expedient  and  desirable  ?    Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Voted  also.  That  in  the  opinion  of  tliis  Association,  this 
purpose  might  be  effected  in  some  good  measure,  by  letters 
of  correspondence  respecting  the  state  of  the  churches  and 
of  religion  in  the  several  States,  and  the  different  prevailing 
sects  and  the  impostors  tliat  shall  arise  from  time  to  time 
with  authentic  information  of  their  characters,  and  such 
other  matters  as  may  be  thought  conducive  to  the  general 
promotion  of  the  gospel  and  the  prosperity  of  the  churches. 

The  following  gentlemen,  D"".  Goodrich,  M"".  Huntington 
of  Middletown,  D'*.  Dwight  and  M^  Eliot  were  accordingly 
appointed  a  committee,  to  correspond  with  our  brethren  of 
the  congregational  and  presbyterian  churches  in  the  United 
States,  to  communicate  to  them  this  resolve,  and  to  desire 
their  opinion  on  the  best  method  of  accomplishing  the  valua- 
ble ends. 

Voted  also  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  that 
if  the  several  Associations  shall  approve  of  this  correspon- 
dence, that  it  be  continued  from  year  to  year  in  such  manner 
as  shall  hereafter  be  thought  best. 

Voted  that  in  future  meetings  of  this  Association,  imme- 
diately after  opening  a  docket  shall  be  made  out  of  whatever 
matters  are  to  be  considered  by  them. 

Whereas  this  Association  sometime  since  desired  M^  Ben- 
jamin Trumbull  to  write  a  religious  history  of  the  late  Ameri- 
can revolution,  and  as  he  hath  expressed  his  wishes  that  the 
Association  would  appoint  a  committee  to  inspect  said  history 
and  report  their  opinion  concerning  it  to  this  body  at  the 
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iioxt  L^enenil  Ass(j(;iation,  Voted  the  Rev.*^  D'«  Goudridi  and 
Dwi^lil,  and  .lolui  'I'liiiiihull  Ivscj.r  Hartford  l»e  a  coinmit- 
toe  for  that  |nirj»()s<':  and  llicy  iiic  dosiroti  t<»  inspect  the 
papers  \vlii(;li  M""  'I'niinhiil  1  slinll  l;iy  heforc  tlicni,  and  report 
as  aforesaid. 

Voted  'V\\:i\  tlio  Reverend  ls;i;ic  I^ew  is  jtrcacli  tli(;  eonscio 
at  tlie  next  ('omniencenient. 

Voted  That  tlie  next  (icneral  Association  Ix-  at  tlie  House 
of  the  Reverend  Noah  Mervvin  of  Wasliington. 

Tlie  following  persons  were  retni  iKMl  as  candidates  in  the 
several  Counties  viz : 

Hartford  County 

Noi'th  Association  =  M""  Ehenezer  Kin,u"sl»ury. 

Weight  Cornwall 
Calvin  White 
Sylvester  Sage 
Gad  Newel 
Joseph  Cam]) 
A  sail  el  Hooker 
Silas  Clinrehil 
Isaac  J*orter 


Hartford  South 
Association 
Mess''^ 


New  Haven  Count\ 

^  Ehenezer  Fitch 
Western  j  Daniel  Crocker 
District    (  Reul)en  Morse 


Mess" 


David  H.  Williston 
Aaron  Woodward 


Eastern 
District 
Messrs. 


Aaron  Cook  Collins 
William  Stone 
Calel)  Johnson 
Isaac  Mai  thy 
Oliver  Dudley  Cook 
Hezekiah  Goodrich 
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Fairfield  County 
Eastern  District  —  None. 
W  e  stern  { 

District        ^^^^^^'^  Brintnal  Ripley 
Messrs  (  ^a^^^^el  Sturgis 

New  London  County. 
No  returns  from  either  district 


Windham  County 

f  Stephen  Williams 

Messrs  J  ^^'''^'''^ 

j  Dyar  Throop  Hinkley 

I  Woodworth 


Litchfield  County 
M.r  Chauncy  Lee 

County  of  Middlesex 
None  returned. 

Tolland  County 

f  Azel  Backus 
Messi's  }  Freegrace  Reynolds 
(   Hyde 

'rue  minutes  of  the  General  Association 

Test  Benjamin  Trumbull  Scribe. 


Notes. 

Aaron  Church  Pastor  in  E.  Hartland  from  1773  to  1815. 
RufusHawley  "  W.Avon  "  1769  to  1820. 
Timothy  D wight  Greenfield       "    1783  to  1795. 
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1791. 

At  51  incctiiiii  mI'  (m'ii(m;iI  Ass<»ci:it inn  ol  tin-  State  of 
Connecticut  at  the  house  oi  the  Uc\''  M/  Mcruin  in  Wash- 
inu;t()n  June  21  :  1791,  were 

Present 

'  Natlianiel  JJartlett 
Cotton  Mather  Smith 
John  SniaUcy 
David  Brow  nsoii  ('.) 
Samuel  Camp 
John  Foot 

Jonatlian  Edwards  1).  I>. 
Rev.''  Mess/«  \  Ruins  Hawh-y 
Klijali  l*arsons 
Timotliy  Dwight  D.  1>. 
Noah  Merwin 
Samuel  Stebhins(".) 
Jason  At  water 
Tinu)thy  Langdon  (\) 
v  William  Lyman 

Mr.  Bartlett  was  elioscn  ^Moderator,  and  I>oct.  Edwards, 
Scribe. 

The  Association  was  opened  witli  prayei-  and  a  Sermon 
preached  by  Ihc  Rev'  Cotton  Mather  Smith  from  Jolni  vii  :  17. 

An  application  was  made  to  this  Association  from  tlie  first 
Church  in  Litcldield  for  advice  respecting  the  case  of 
Jedediah  Strong  Escp,  wIkj  hath  been  divorced  fiom  his  wife 
and  tlie  association  gave  tlieir  advice  in  a  lettei",  a  copy  of 
which  is  on  file. 

On  the  reipiest  of  tlie  Rev.'i  AP.  'rnimliull  of  \oith  Haven 
the  committee  aj»pointed  by  the  last  ( General  Association  to 
inspect  his  history  was  reappointed  to  the  same  business. 

Voted  that  henceforward  tlie  (Jeneral  Association  shall  sit 
circularly  in  the  several  associations  in  the  State,  in  the  fol- 
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lowing  rotation;  1.  The  Western  Association  in  New  Haven 
County.  2.  The  Eastern  Association  in  D".  3.  The  South- 
ern Association  in  Hartford  county.  4.  Middlesex  Associa- 
tion. 5.  New  London  Association.  6.  Windham  Associa- 
tion. 7.  Tolland  Association.  8.  The  Northern  Association 
in  Hartford  county.  9.  Litchfield  Association.  10.  The 
Western  Association  in  Fairfield  county.  IL  The  Eastern 
Association  in  D".  And  that  the  preacher  before  the  Gen- 
eral Association,  be  annually  appointed,  by  the  particular 
association,  within  the  limits  of  which,  the  last  preceding 
session  of  the  General  Association,  save  one,  shall  have  been 
h  olden. 

The  Rev*^  Jeremiah  Day  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Con- 
cio  ad  Clerum  at  the  next  Commencement. 

Voted  that  it  be  referred  to  the  particular  Associations, 
whether  there  sliall  be  an  alteration  of  the  time  of  the  session 
of  the  General  Association,  leaving  it  to  the  General  Associ- 
ation to  fix  the  time  of  the  session,  in  case  an  alteration 
shall  be  made. 

Upon  motion  Voted  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
congregational  ministers,  in  this  State,  and  it  is  hereby 
recommended  to  them,  to  obtain  an  accurate  account  of  the 
whole  number  of  persons  in  their  respective  parishes ;  and  to 
note  the  number  belonging  to  each  religious  denomination, 
and  to  make  a  written  return  thereof,  to  the  next  General 
Association.  And  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  several 
associations  in  this  State,  to  carry  this  vote  into  effect,  as 
well  with  respect  to  vacant  parishes  as  to  others. 

Resolved,  That  Docf  Edwards,  Doct^  D wight,  M^  Trum- 
bull, Docf  Goodrich,  Doct''  Stiles,  M>-  Hinsdale  and  M-^  Hart, 
or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  committee  of  this  association,  to 
meet,  at  New  Haven  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  September 
next,  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  United  States,  concerning 
some  proper  mode  of  future  correspondence  between  the 
churches  of  this  State,  and  the  said  General  Assembly,  and 
to  report  to  this  association  at  the  next  session. 

18 
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lv(!.s()lvc(l  lliilt  llicic  l«'  |»rt';nlictl  annually  in  tliu  lirick 
ni<Jctin«z:-]iousc,  at  Ne  w  Haven,  (jh  the  day  piecediii^  tin*  ruiii- 
mencenient,  at  4  oclnck  T.  .M.  a  snnion  on  llic  Evidence  is  of 
the  Christian  Jic/li/iun^  and  that  the  jncaclnji-  leave  a  fair 
copy  ot"  liis  Sermon  willi  tlie  KcLnstcr  <jf  this  Association,  to 
he  disposed  ol  hy  llie  diiecj  ion  ol  Assoeialion;  an<l  that 
the  preacher  Ijc  appointetl  hy  ihis  Association  aniiii;ill\  out 
of  the  State  at  large. 

The  Rev**  Sinalley  was  appointed  to  preach,  aj^reeahly 
to  the  ahove  resolve,  at  tlie  next  coinineneeinent. 

The  next  Geneial  Association  was  appointed  to  he  Injldeii 
at  the  house  of  the  Reverend  M"^  Leavenw  orth  at  Waterhury. 

Voted  that  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  Asso- 
ciations to  express  their  views  concerning  the  most  pi-oper 
and  feasible  mode  of  sendinu'  niissionai  ies  to  Ihe  new  settle- 
ments, and  to  communicate  them  to  the  next  (iencral  Asso- 
ciation. 


Voted  also  that  the  subject  of  the  examination  of  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry  in  the  learned  languages,  arts  and 
Sciences,  and  ecclesiastical  history,  as  well  as  theology,  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  (Jeneral  Association. 

The 
Association. 


following  is  the  list  of  Candidates  i-eturned  to  this 


New  Haven  Countv 
Western  xVssociation 
Ebenezer  Fitch 
Reuben  Moss 
David  IL  Williston 
Aaron  Woodwaid 
l)an  Bradley 
(Jilcs  II.  Cowles 
Joel  Bradley 


Eastern  Association. 
William  Stone 
Caleb  Johnson 
Oliver  D.  Cook 
Hezekiah  Goodrich 
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Hartford  County. 
Southern  Association  Northern  Association 

Wait  Cornwell  Ebenezer  Kingsbury. 

Gad  Newell  • 
Joseph  Camp 
William  Fowler  Miller 
Asael  Hooker 
Isaac  Porter 
James  Cassen  Guernsey 
Israel  Bard  Woodward 
Stephen  Fenn 

Fairfield  County 
Western  Association  Eastern  Association 

William  Brintual  Ripley  None. 
Samuel  Sturges 

New  London  Association 
No  return. 

Windham  Association 
No  return. 

Litchfield  Association 
None, 

Tolland  Association 
No  return. 

Middlesex  Association 
John  Eliot. 

Voted  to  be  true  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Association. 

Test  Jonathan  Edwards  Scribe 
Notes. 

\  David  Brownson  Pastor  in  Oxford  1764-1806. 
\  Samuel  Stebbins  Simsbury  1777-1806. 

^  Timothy  Langdon  "         Danbury  1786-1801. 
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1  792. 

At  meet iii<j- of  1  lie  ( Iciif  i:i I  A ssorial ion  ol  the  State  of  Coii- 


n(u',l  iciit,  :it  I  lie 
Wjitrrhiiiy  on  1 
ent  Rrv'  Messrs 


house  ()|-  llic 
ic  1  lii  I'd  Tiicsd; 


.)  lidali  (/liiiinpioii 
Siiiioii  Wntcniiiiu 
Elijah  Lollirop 
Natlian  Williams 
Ainos  Fowler  ('.) 
James  Noyes  ('.) 
Mark  Leavenworth 
Jonathan  Edwards 
Tlieodore  Hinsdale 
Nathaniel  Gaylord  ('.) 
Cyprian  Strong- 
William  Robinson  ('.) 
Elijah  Pnrsons 
Achilles  Mansfield 
Aaron  Kinne 
David  ILde  ('.) 
Zehulon  Ely 
Elijah  Gridley  (^) 
Isaac  Lewis 
Matthias  Bnrnct  (\) 
David  Elv 


Tiniollr 


K*('\.'  M:iik  Lravenworf h 
>  ..I'  .liinr  A.D.  17!»-_'.  P 

Lil.-hfi.'ld  Cuiitv. 

'i'nll.iiid  ('tiniity. 

Eastern  District 
New  Haven  Connfy. 

AVestern  District 
New  Haven  Connty 
Hartford  Nortli 

Association. 
Hartford  South 
Association. 

Middlesex  County. 

New  Jjondon  County 

Windham  County 

Wrsteru  District 
Fairfudd  County 

Eastern  Association 
Fairfudd  (\Mnitv 


The  Rev'  riCincnwctr 
Strong'  Scribe. 

The  Asso(d;itiou  was 
jathrop 


was  ehosen 


Moderator,  and  M"" 


t|>eued  by  |iray('r.  ol't'ercil  liy  the 
Rev.'"  M''  Lathrop.  Keturuswere  made  from  several  particu 
lar  Associations,  i-(dative  to  seveial  thiuiLi:s  referre(l  to  them, 
by  the  last  (Jeuei-al  association.  .Minutes  (d'  the  proceedini^s 
of  the  Couventi(.»n  oi'  the  counuittees  of  the  Asscmblv  of  the 
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Presbyterian  churches  in  the  United  States  and  of  the  gen- 
eral Association  of  this  State.  A  Letter  from  the  Rev^  Ben- 
jamin Trumbull  was  received  and  read.  Reports  from  the 
several  particular  Associations  as  to  the  expediency  of  alter- 
ing the  time  for  holding  the  General  association  were  made. 
Whereupon  tlie  Association  Voted,  That  they  would  do 
nothing  relative  to  making  an  alteration  as  to  the  time  of 
holding  tlie  General  Association. 

Attended  public  worship,  When  a  Sermon  was  preached 
by  the  Rev'^  M""  Lewis  from  John  vii :  17. 

The  Association  entered  upon  tlie  consideration  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  last  General  Association  relative  to 
an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  parishes  &c.  From  the 
returns  made  by  the  particular  Associations  it  was  Voted  — 
Not  to  prosecute  the  measure  any  further. 

The  most  feasible  and  proper  mode  of  sending  mission- 
aries to  the  new  settlements  nextly  came  under  consideration  : 
and  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  tomorrow  morning. 

Mr  Williams  and  Doct.  Edwards  were  appointed  the 
Committee. 

Adjourned  till  half  after  live  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.  The  association  of  the 
County  of  Middlesex  having  informed  the  general  associa- 
tion that  they  had  appointed  the  Rev.^'  M^  Vaille  as  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  new  settlements  ;  although  the  proper  season 
is  passed  for  the  other  associations  to  adopt  similar  measures, 
yet  the  General  association  approved  the  laudable  zeal  of  the 
association  in  Middlesex  and  recommended  M^  Vaille  to  tlie 
notice  and  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  settlements, 
as  a  regular  and  worthy  minister  of  the  gospel. 

The  committee  appointed  Yesterday  reported  a  petition  to 
be  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  praying 
for  a  Brief  &c.  as  appears  from  a  copy  of  s'^  petition  on  lile. 
The  Rev'J  Mess*"^  Jonathan  Edwards  D.D.,  Ezra  Stiles  D.D. 
and  M"-  Nathan  Williams  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  pre- 
fer the  above  said  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  ;  and 
also  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Assembly, 
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in  caso  siiid  pet  it  ion  Ix;  f^i  an1(Ml,  to  l  ecoivc;  and  pay  ont  sncli 
monies  as  inav  Ixi  collcM'tiMi. 

On  llic  (^)ii('sl  ion  I'cspccl  inij-  llir  examination  of  Candidates 
foi"  the  Ministry  in  the  Lamiua^cs,  Arts  Jind  Sciences  as  well 
as  'J'lieolojry,  tlie  Associati(jn  (iiidin^'-,  tliat  several  of  the  As- 
sociations are  already  in  the  practice,  ccjusider  it  as  a  coni- 
niendahle  practice,  and  wisli  for  nnii'oi  inity  in  it  —  I>ut  a<^ree 
that  any  diversity  of  sentiment  or  pi  act  ice.  on  this  point, 
sliali  not  at  all  interiMipt  the  harmnny  of  nni'  p^(»(.•eedin,L^s. 

On  tlie  re(piest  of  the  lve\''  M''  Ti-nndndl  ol'  N'nrtli  Haven, 
the  committee  app()inte(I  hy  the  last  (Jeneial  Association,  to 
inspect  his  history  was  rea|>pointed  to  the  same  hnsiness. 

The  follow  inn'  (piestions  from  New  London  Association, 
were  proposed  to  the  iJi^neral  Association  \'i/: 

1.  Is  it  the  rlnty  of  the  Chnrches  to  require  a  Confession 
from  Candidates  for  admission  into  Church  fellowship,  for 
scandalous  sins  pi  cviously  committed  V 

Answcied  in  the  atTirmative. 

2.  Is  it  expedient  that  all  confessions  foi-  pnl.lic  crimes 
should  be  made  before  the  Congregation,  or  is  it  sufficient 
that  th(iy  be  made  l>efore  the  Church  only? 

Answer — Befoi'e  the  Congregation. 

The  Association  then  ])roceeded  to  consider,  and  did 
approve  of  the  doings  of  the  Committees  from  the  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  churches  in  the  Tnited  States,  and  the 
General  Association  of  this  State:  —  And  Voted  That  a 
Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  attend  the  next  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Chui-ches.  —  l\ev«'  Mess^" 
Matthias  Kurnet,  Jonathan  Edwards  ]>.  D.  and  Timothy 
D wight  1).  I),  were  chosen  said  committees. 

Voted  That  the  former  Committee  of  correspondence  l>e 
continn<M|  for  the  present  year.  That  th«'  Rev'  Mess'~ 
Nathaniel  'J'aylor,  Nathan  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Ib'ay,  l>en- 
jamin  'J'i-nnd)nll,  l^liphalet  Willianis  D.D.,  William  Robin- 
son, J<)hn  Hevotion,  Levi  Hart,  Timothy  Stone,  Isaac  Lewis 
and  David  Kly  be  a  standing  committee  to  certify  the  good 
(pialillcat ions  of  such  preachers  as  tra\el  from  the  limits  of 
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the  clmrches  in  this  association  into  the  limits  of  the  presby- 
terian  Churches. 

The  Rev^i  Theodore  Hinsdale  was  chosen  preacher  on  the 
evidences  of  the  Christian  Religion  on  the  day  prcceeding  the 
next  public  commencement  at  New  Haven. 

Rev^  Jonathan  Edwards  was  appointed  preacher  of  the 
Oonscio  ad  Olerurn,  at  the  Cliapel  in  New  Haven  the  day  after 
Commencement. 

Voted,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  of  the  Sermon 
on  the  evidences  of  the  Christian  Religion,  on  the  day  pre- 
ceding the  Commencement  at  New  Haven,  to  convey  a  copy 
of  said  sermon  to  the  Register  of  the  general  Association, 
before  the  setting  of  the  next  general  Association,  after  the 
delivery  of  said  sermon ;  and  that  the  Register  transmit  to 
the  said  general  Association  the  copies  of  such  sermons  as 
are  lodged  with  him. 

Voted  That  whereas  a  division  hath  taken  place  in  the 
Association  in  Litchfield  County  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Northern  and  Southern  Association  in  Litchfield  County, 
since  the  order  of  the  Rotation  of  the  general  Association 
was  fixed,  Tliat  the  General  Association  remove  from  Hart- 
ford north  to  Litchfield  north  Association,  from  thence  to 
Litchfield  south  Association,  then  in  tlie  order  stated  June 
21'^  1891,  and  that  the  southern  Association  in  Litchfield 
county  provide  a  preacher  for  the  next  general  Association. 

Voted  that  the  next  general  Association  be  holden  at  the 
house  of  the  Rev^  M'-  Foot  in  Cheshire. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Candidates  returned  to  this 
Association. 

JVew  Haven  County  Western  District. 
Ebenezer  Fitch,  David  H.  Williston,  Aaron  Woodward, 
Giles  Cowles,  Joel  Bradley,  William  Brown,  and  Benjamin 
Wooster. 

New  Haven  Hast  District 
Caleb  Johnson,  Hezekiah  Goodrich. 
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I  Id  it  ford  South 

Newell,  .loseph  Cainj),  Isaiie  l*oi  tei  ,  James  (J.  (iueriisey, 
Stephen  Feini,  ami  Asiiliel  S.  Norton. 

IlartJ'vrd  North 
Calvin  Cliapin. 

Fairjidd  (Jountij  Weatent  J  hair  let 
l^aniiiel  Sturgis. 

Emtern  District  —  None 
New  London  —  None 


Windham 

Timothy  Williams,  Edmund  Freeman,  Dyer  1.  Hinkley,  

West,  Roekwell,   Spalding,  Steplieii  Williams. 

Litchfield  —  None 

Tolland. 

Freegrace  Reynolds,  Uri  Tracy,  Silas  Long  Bingham,  

Lyon,  John  Taylor. 

Middlesex  —  None. 

A^oted  to  be  the  niinules  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Association. 

Cyprian  Strong,  Scribe. 
Notes. 

Amos  Fowler  — Pastor  in  (uiilfoid  —  17o8-ls00. 
\  James  Noyes—  Wallin-fnnl  —  17vS5-l<s32. 

^  Nathaniel*!  Jay  lord  -      -  W.llarl  land  —  1 782-1828. 

William  Robinson  "  SonlhinLiliui  — 178n-lS21. 

David  Hale  "      "  Lisbon'  _171)0-1803. 

^  Elijah  Oridley  -  -  Manslield  —1789-1796. 
\  Matthias  Bnrnet     "         Norwalk  —1785-1806. 
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1  793. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  at  the  house  of  the  Rev M'  Foot,  Cheshire  June 
18,1793. 

Present 

'  Nathaniel  Taylor 
John  Willard 
Cotton  M.  Smith 
Elizur  Goodrich,  D.  D. 
Ricliard  Ely 
Nathan  Williams 
Noah  Benedict 
Benjamin  Trumbull 
Ammi  R.  Robbins 
Isaac  Lewis,  D.  D. 
Aaron  Kinne 
John  Foot 

Jonathan  Edwards  D.J). 
Natlian  Strong- 
David  Ely 
Nathan  Perkins 
William  Robinson 
Benoni  Upson 
Stepheji  Stebbins 
Walter  King  (\) 
Samuel  Goodrich  ('.) 
David  Higgins  (\) 
Elijah  Gridley  (\) 
William  Storrs  ('.) 


The  Rev.^  Mess' 


The  Rev.^  Doct.  Goodrich  was  chosen  Moderator,  and 
Jonathan  Edwards  was  chosen  Scribe. 

M'"  Perkins  and  D'  Lewis  were  appointed  to  assist  the 
scribe  in  preparing  the  Docket  of  the  business  proper  to  be 
done  by  this  association  and  to  report  immediately  after 
opening  the  association  by  divine  service. 

19 
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The  ;iss«)ci;il iuii  was  upeiiL'd  willi  ii  s«'iiihjj)  l»y  Hk*  Ilev'' 
M'.  IJciicdicl  IVoiii  IJ  (yoiiiilliiaiis        4,  r>. 

'V\\r  coiiiiiiillcc  alnics;ii(|  rc] loil cd  a  docket  <d  lln'  ItusiiicKS 
lo  coiHc  hclure  the  Associul 

TliL'  Jvcv.  '  horl.  Rogers  of  Hk*  Picsln  tery  (jf  New  V(jrk, 
tlie  Rev'  M'  WOodliull  ol  the  Presbyterv  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  tlie  Rev'  Woodwoitli  of  tlic  l*resbytery  of  Long 
Island  produced  pi'oper  crccJciit ials  of  their  appointment  hy 
the  General  Assembly  of  llie  l*resl»ylerian  churches  in 
America  to  represent  that  Ixjdy  in  this  assuciat ion.  ami  t(j<>k 
their  seats  aeeordinuly. 

Tlu;  said  delegates  fi'om  the  ( General  As>emhly  (jt  the 
presl)ylei-iaii  ehui-cli,  lai<l  Ijefore  this  associatiou  sonn.*  pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  case  of  the  Rev. 
A.  C.  Collins  and  the  consideration  of  that  business  was 
voted  to  be  taken  up  tomorrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 

M'  Perkins  was  ap|)(/inted  assistant  Scribe.  Doctor 
Dwiglit  was  a})p()inted  to  pieach  the  Sermon  on  the  Evidence 
of  Christianity  cm  the  day  preceding  the  next  conunencement. 
N'oteil  that  liencetorth  it  Ije  a  rule  of  this  association  that  a 
second  to  the  preacher  on  the  evidence  (jf  Christianity  be 
annually  a]>pointed.  Doctor  Edwards  was  appointed  a  second 
to  tlu^  preacher  on  the  evidence  of  Christianity  for  this  year. 
Adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  6  o'clock. 

June  6  o'clock  A.M.  met  according  to  adjuurnnient , 
and  adjourned  to  the  meeting  house. 

\'oted  That  the  committee  ap{)ointed  for  the  inspection  of 
]Vr  TrundjulTs  geneial  History  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica be  continued,  and  that  it  is  the  desire  of  this  association, 
if  on  ins[)eeti<)n,  they  sliall  esteem  it  woi  thy  of  puldic  notice, 
they  encourage  him  to  exhil)it  i)roposals  for  its  jmblication, 
with  such  joint  recommen(hit ion  of  theirs,  as  they  shall 
judge  expedient. 

On  motion  from  the  association  of  the  WesteiMi  district  of 
New  Haven  County,  the  following  ([uestion  was  put,  Whether 
a  professed  belief  of  the  final  salvation  of  all  men  be  a  cen- 
surable heresy  V  which  passed  in  tlic  allirniativc. 


OP  THE  COLONY  OP  CONNECTICUT.  147 

The  Rev^'  T.  W.  Bray  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Coiiscio 
ad  Cleriim  at  the  next  Commencement. 

8  o'clock  A.  M.  the  Association  took  up  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  directing 
their  delegates  to  lay  before  this  association  all  the  proceed""- 
ings  and  documents  relating  to  the  case  of  A.  C.  Collins 
were  read;  and  M--  Collins  requesting  that  he  might  be  heard 
on  the  propriety  of  laying  those  documents  before  this  asso- 
ciation, the  question  was  put,  Whether  the  delegates  be  per- 
mitted to  lay  the  said  documents  before  this  Association' at 
at  this  time  ?    And  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

After  the  hearing  of  the  delegates,  M*"  Ceilings  had  full 
opportunity  to  say  all  he  wished  to  say.  Then  the  question 
was  put,  Whether  this  association  accept  of  the  reference  of 
the  case  of  Collins  to  this  association  ?  Which  passed  in 
the  affirmative.  M'"  Foot,  M'"  Robbins  and  D'  Rodgers  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  repoi't  of  the  proper 
measures  to  be  adopted  and  pursued  in  tlie  case  of  M"" 
Collins. 

On  motion  from  the  Windham  association  respecting 
measures  for  the  promotion  of  Religion,  as  an  expedient  for 
this  desirable  end  this  association  earnestly  recommends  fre- 
quent religious  conferences,  and  a  spirit  of  abundant  prayer- 
fulness,  and  tliat  these  conferences  be  under  the  immediate 
inspection  of  the  respective  pastors  of  the  churches. 

The  committee  on  the  case  of  M'  Collins  brought  in  a 
report  which  was  not  accepted.  Then  on  motion,  Voted, 
That  it  is  expedient  that  the  case  of  M''  Collins  be  tried  at 
Salisbury.  Also  Voted  that  it  shall  be  tried  by  a  Consocia- 
tion. 3'y  That  it  be  tried  and  issued  by  the  consociation  of 
the  northern  district  of  Litchfield  county.  4*''  Tliat  the  said 
consociation  is  requested  to  meet  at  the  meeting  House  in 
Salisbury  for  the  trial  of  the  case  aforesaid  on  the  tliird 
Tuesday  of  August  next,  and  that  a  letter  from  this  associa- 
tion be  sent  to  the  Moderator  of  the  last  Consociation  in  the 
northern  district  in  Litchfield  county  communicating  the 
proper  information  on  this  subject.    The  Scribe  of  this  asso- 
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ciation  wsis  (lire<t<(Ml  to  furnisli  M'  ('ollins  and  tlic;  appellants 
at  Mni-ristowii  with  copies  of  ihc  votes  of  tliis  association 
relative  1o  liini,  ami  llial  lliis  l»r  siiriicinil  nolic«*  foi-  llieir 
future  (lii'eelion  in  tin;  case; 

N'oted,  'JMiat  tlic  inissionai-i<'S  lo  llie  new  set tlciiKMits  shall 
s|)en(l  tlie  time  of  foin-  months  in  th(;ii-  missions,  and  tliat 
tliey  be  allowed  four  dollars  and  an  half  per  week,  over  and 
above  foui"  dollai's  foi-  the  supply  of  their  pulpits  dnrini^  tlieir 
al^sence. 

A^oted,  That  whatever  voluntary  contributions  shall  lie 
received  by  any  of  the  missionaries,  shall  be  accounted  fin- 
by  them  to  this  association,  or  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly.  The  missionaries  appointed  are 
Mess'^  David  Huntiniiton,  Ammi  R.  Robbins,  Samnel  J. 
Mills,  Cotton  M.  Smith,  Joseph  Vail,  Samuel  Ivdls.  Tlieodoi'e 
Hinsdale,  and  Moses  C.  Welsh. 

Voted,  That  president  Stiles,  Mess'^  Nathan  Williams  and 
Benjamin  Trumbull,  Doctor  Edwards  and  ^I'  Thomas  Wells 
Bray  be  a  committee  to  draw  n|>  a  ]>lan  of  the  missions  and 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  new  Settlements,  and  to  fill 
np  the  places  of  those  <^entlemen,  who  may  fail  of  fnlfillinir 
the  missions  to  which  they  ni-e  appointed,  and  if  the  fund 
afford  it,  to  ajipoint  new  uentlemen  on  the  mission,  any  three 
or  more  of  them  to  act. 

On  the  ^lotion  from  Tolland  association  concerning  a  fund 
for  ministers  widows.  Voted,  That  Mess"^*  Nathan  Perkins, 
Nathaniel  Williams,  and  Nathan  Strong  be  a  committee  to 
collect  information  relative  to  that  snbject,  and  communicate 
it  to  the  several  associations  of  this  State,  that  they  may  send 
their  opinions  to  the  next  ii-eneral  association. 

The  committee  to  draw  np  a  )>lan  of  the  missions,  if  they 
judge  it  expe(lieul,  are  desired  to  publish  at  some  convenient 
time  before  the  first  of  May  next,  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  cxpenditui'es  of  llic  nionirs  contributed,  and  a  narrative 
of  the  missions. 

The  moderator  was  re(|uest<'d  to  n'turn  the  thanks  of  this 
association  to  the  editors  of  the  American  j^reacher,  for  the 
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twelve  Books  of  the  American  preaclier  presented  by  them 
to  this  association,  and  it  was  Voted,  that  the  said  twelve 
Books  be  distributed  one  to  every  association. 

M'"  Taylor,  Doctor  Lewis,  and  M'  Perkins  were  appointed 
to  represent  this  association  in  tlie  next  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  chnrcli. 

The  same  committee  of  correspondence  and  certification 
appointed  last  year,  were  continued  for  another  year. 

Whereas  the  association  of  the  County  of  Windham  have 
manifested  to  this  association  their  desire,  that  there  may  be 
a  meeting-  of  each  consociation  in  this  State  at  least  once  a 
year,  who  by  their  delegates  shall  form  a  general  consociation 
of  the  State,  to  meet  annually  ;  Voted  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  several  associations  to  consider  of  the  matter  and 
make  report  of  tlieir  opinion  to  the  next  general  association. 
The  reasons  urged  for  this  proposition,  are  the  advancement 
of  union  and  mutual  Cliristian  intercourse,  uniformity  and 
energy  in  the  discipline  of  Clirist's  church  ;  tlie  promotion 
of  mutual  confidence  between  the  clergy  and  layity,  and 
uniformity  in  the  mode  of  ecclesiastical  processes  in  the 
several  parts  of  the  State.  It  is  earnestly  requested  that 
each  association  will  consider  this  matter  with  their  usual 
candor,  and  whether  tliey  adopt  or  reject,  that  they  will 
assign  their  reasons  for  so  doing. 

Voted,  That  the  scribe  be  directed  to  inform  M"-  Smalley 
that  this  association  regret  that  he  has  not  complied  with  tlie 
vote  of  the  last  association  in  depositing  his  sermon  on  the 
evidence  of  Christianity  with  the  Register,  and  expect  that 
he  forthwith  comply  with  the  said  vote. 

The  following  is  the  List  of  the  present  Candidates  for  the 
ministry. 

New  Haven  Western  destrict. 
Ebenezar  Fitch,  Aaron  Woodward,  Joel  Bradley,  Benjamin 
Wooster,  Piatt  Buffet,  Joseph  Goff,  Edward  Dow  Griffin. 


New  London  Association 
John  D.  Perkins,  Elijah  Waterman. 
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I<';iii  licl(l  West  A ssociatinii 
JiiiiK'S  Iticlijuds  3'  ■. 

Wiii<lli:ini  Ass(»(*ial ion. 

Tiinotliy    Williams,   l>yei-   L.    Iliiiklcy,    fjollirop  Rockwell, 
Solomon  Spjiulding,  Sleplu'ii  Williams,  livmh'  Hunt inL'"ton. 

Litcliliold  Association. 
Nathan  Kliot. 

Tolland  Association 

Freegrace  Reynolds,  Uii  Tracy,  Silas  Lonir  Bingliam,  and 

Fields. 

New  Haven  East  Association 
Calcl)  Johnson. 

Hartford  South  Association. 

Oad  Newel,  Isaac  Porter,  Joseph  Camp,  James  C.  Oucrnscy, 
Stephen  Fenn,  Asahel  S.  Norton,  Whitefield  Cowles,  Silas 
Churchill. 

The  next  General  Association  was  appointed  to  meet  at 
M'  Upson's  in  Kensington. 
^'oted  to  be  true  minutes. 

Test  Jonathan  Kdwards  Scribe. 

Notes. 

'.  Walter  King     Pastor  2''  Norwich  ITTS-lsU. 
\  Samuel  Goodrich  "      Pidgedeld  178()-1811. 
^.  David  Higgins  Missi(^nary  to  New  Settl(^ments. 
\  Elijah  Gi-idley  Pastor,  Manslield  17S!i-17iM;. 
^  William  Storrs  Westford    1790-1  S:24. 
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1794. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  at  the  Iiouse  of  the  Rev'^  M/  Upson,  Berlin  June 
17,1794. 

Present  — 

Nathan  Williams 
Simon  Waterman 
Levi  Hart 
John  Marsh  ('.) 
Thomas  W.  Bray 
Samuel  Eells 
Dr.  Jonathan  Edwards 

Timothy  Dwight 
David  Ely 

Alexander  Gillet  ('.) 
Achilles  Mansfield 
Nathan  Perkins 
David  Huntington  ('.) 
David  Tullar  ('.) 
Nehemiah  Prudden  ('.) 
Benoni  Upson 
Enoch  Pond  ('.) 
Henry  Ely 
Zebulon  Ely 
Jonathan  Miller  ('.) 
Walter  King 
Samuel  Goodrich 
Standley  Griswold  ('.) 
D'.  Alexander  M^^Whorter 
^  Jedediah  Chapman. 


The  Rev.^^  Mess^=^  < 


These  two  last  gentlemen  of  the  Presbytery  of  N.  York, 
produced  proper  credentials  of  their  appointment  by  the 
general  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  America,  to 
represent  that  body  in  this  Association,  and  took  their  seats 
accordingly. 
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Tlic  Rev  '  Niitliaii  W  illiiiins  was  cliosun  Mudijralcjr  mid  D' 
Jonalliiin  Kdwards  ami  Natliaii  INiikiiis  Scribes.  Tlic  Asso- 
cialioii  was  <)|il'Ii<;(|  with  pravci-  l»y  IIk;  iiiu(i(.'rat<ji'. 

Tin;  Rev'  L('\i  llail,  Joliii  Alarsli  ami  Tlioiiias  W.  I>ray 
were  a|i|)()iiilc(l  a  coiiiinitlce  l(>«r<'tlier  witli  (Ik;  scrilies,  t(j  |ne- 
paic  llie  Docket  ui  llic  hiisiiicss  pi-ojMji-  to  l»c  done  Ijy  this 
Associat  ion. 

The  Association  Nolcd  liial  il  be  the  dnty  ol  tbe  niudcrator 
always  to  open  the  session  ol"  the  Association  in  the  niurnin^, 
and  to  close  it  in  the  evening  with  piayer;  als(j  that  w  beli- 
ever the  moderator  wishes  to  deliver  his  sentiments  on  any 
snbject  which  shall  l)c  in  debate  before  this  association,  he 
shall  (juit  the  chair,  and  the  scribe  sliall  take  it,  dnrinL!  the 
time  that  the  nioderat<n'  shall  l»e  sj leaking. 

Adjonrned  lor  jiuljlic  w  orsliip,  and  the  sermon  was  preached 
by  D-^  Edwards  from  Phil  II :  13. 

Met  according  to  adjoiirnnieiit.  The  ReV'  Levi  Hart  was 
apjiointed  a  second,  as  preacher  on  the  Evidences  of  Chris- 
tianity, at  New  Haven  on  tlie  day  behjre  the  next 
commencement. 

The  committee  of  Correspondence,  I)'  Goodrich,  Enoch 
Huntington,  D'  Dwight,  and  Andrew  Eliot  was  continued. 

The  Rev'  Nathan  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Bray,  Benjamin 
Trumiiull,  D'  .Eliphalet  Williams,  William  Robinson,  John 
])evotion,  Jjcvi  tiart,  Timothy  Stone,  D'  Isaac  Lewis,  David 
Ely,  Simon  Waterman  and  Ammi  R.  Rolibins  wei'e  appointed 
the  conmiiltee  to  give  certihcates  of  the  good  charactei-  and 
qualihcations  of  iireachers  who  travel  into  the  bounds  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

The  })roccedings  of  the  sevei'al  Associations  concerning  a 
general  Consociation  were  exhibited,  and  M'  Hart,  IV  Dwight, 
J3ray,  David  Ely,  and  AL  Marsh  were  appointe»l  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  draunlit  of  a  plan  of  a  (Jeiieral  Consocia- 
tion, and  to  make  repoi  t  tomorrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  moining  8  o'clock. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  That  henceforward  it  be  a  rule  of  this  Association, 
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that  the  Roll  of  the  Names  of  the  members  be  called  at  the 
beginning  of  every  session. 

Voted  that  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  legislature  of 
the  State  to  receive  the  contributions  of  the  several  Ecclesi- 
astical Societies  in  the  State  render  at  every  General  Asso- 
ciation, an  account  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
mon^y  contributed  in  the  preceding  year :  and  that  the  same 
committee  for  superintending  tlie  Missions  to  the  New  Settle- 
ments be  reappointed  to  the  same  serv  ices  to  which  they  were 
appoijited  the  last  year. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  to 
receive  and  disburse  the  contributions  for  the  support  of  the 
missions  to  the  New  Settlements,  gave  in  tlieir  accounts  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  monies  contributed  for 
the  last  year. 

M'  Cyprian  Strong  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Conscio  at 
the  next  Commencement. 

The  committee  to  make  a  draught  of  a  plan  of  a  general 
Consociation  brought  in  their  report,  which,  with  the  emen- 
dations was  as  follows  — 

I.  That  there  be,  within  each  associational  district  in  this 
State,  an  annual  convention  of  the  ministers  and  of  the 
Churches  by  their  delegate  or  delegates ;  who  shall  appoint, 
each  two  ministers  and  two  delegates,  to  meet  in  general 
convention  and  shall  transact  any  other  business,  as  to  each 
district  convention  shall  appear  expedient. 

II.  That  in  every  vote,  all  the  members  of  said  General 
Convention  shall  have  an  equal  voice. 

III.  That  the  general  Convention  transact  the  same  kinds 
of  business,  which  are  now  transacted  by  the  general  associ- 
ation ;  and  such  other  business  as  shall  be  referred  to  them 
by  the  district  Conventions. 

IV.  That  the  place  of  their  first  meeting  be  the  city  of 
Hartford,  and  the  time,  the  Monday  preceding  the  general 
Election,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

V.  That  s'd  General  Convention  exist  seven  years  from 
its  first  meeting,  and  that  if  two  thirds  of  the  district  con- 
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veiitioiis  shall  tlicii  cliiix'  llinl  its  loi-m  Im-  alferfd,  or  its 
existence  tei'iniii;ilc(|,  ii  sliall  lie  M»  altcKMi  or  trriiiiiiated ; 
otherwise  it  shall  eoiil  iiiiii-  in  its  ionin'i-  >lale. 

Voted  —  llial  llie  iiloresaid  pliiii  of  distiiet  and  general 
con\ ('111 ions  he  suhmilled  to  llie  sevi-ral  associations  in  this 
State  and  to  tlu.'  ehuiclies  of  their  districts  foi-  llicii-  consid- 
ci'alion  and  tlieir  proceed ini;s  Iherecjn  he  ictiiiiifd  to  tliis 
general  association  at  theii*  next  lueetin^^ 

\'oted  tliat  D'.  ( Joodrieh,  D'  Dwight  an<l  .John  'I'riinihiill 
Ks(ir.  h(!  colli inned  as  the  coiiiinittee  of  this  association  to 
revise  and  recommend  as  they  shall  jndge  hest  the  l^eV'  Hen- 
jamin  TrundjulFs  proposed  history  aureealdy  to  former  votes 
of  this  association. 

\'oted  that  four  mojiths  he  tlie  term  of  tlie  missions  to  the 
new  settlements;  that  eiglit  missionaries  he  employeil,  and 
that  nine  dollars  a  week  he  the  eonjpensation  for  their  ser- 
vices and  the  supply  of  their  pulpits.  And  the  Rev'  ^less^« 
Theodore  Hinsdale,  Aaron  Kinne,  Moses  C.  Welch,  Jeremiah 
Day,  Asahcl  Hooker,  Azel  J>ackus,  Cyprian  Strong,  William 
Lyman  were  a})pointed  missionaries  to  the  New  settlements 
and  the  committee  to  superintend  the  missions  were  empow- 
ered, if  they  cannot  ohtain  settled  ministers  to  employ  at 
their  discretion  Candidates  in  the  missi(jns,  at  f(nir  dnilars 
and  an  half  per  week  for  their  service. 

A  Letter  from  the  Piesl)yleiy  of  New  York,  contain ini:  the 
sentence  of  deposition  from  the  holy  ministry  pronounced  on 
Aaron  Cook  Collins  with  a  reijucst  that  it  he  communicated 
to  the  respective  associations,  was  laid  hcfore  the  (Irneral 
Association. 

The  motion  for  a  widow's  fund  made  last  year  with  the 
pa])ers  thereunto  relatinu",  was  laid  over  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  uenei"al  Association. 

The  motion  of  the  (Jeiiei-al  Assenihly  of  the  Preshyterian 
chui'ch,  that  the  delciiales  from  that  Asseiiil)ly  to  this  associ- 
ation, and  the  delegates  from  this  association  to  that  assem- 
bly be  empowered  to  vote  in  all  (pu'stions  decided  in  those 
bodies  respectively,  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  after 
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discussion ;  the  General  Association  voted  a  compliance  with 
the  said  proposal. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  correspondence  of  the 
convention  of  tlie  ministers  of  Massachusetts  was  read,  and 
the  committee  of  correspondence  of  this  association,  was 
directed  to  return  an  answer. 

M'  Perkins  a  delegate  from  this  association  to  the  general 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  gave  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  Assembly  in  their  last  sessions. 

The  committee  to  superintend  the  missions  was  directed  to 
make  enquiry  concerning  the  money  contributed  before  the 
war  for  missions  to  the  New  Settlements,  said  to  liave  been 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  D'  Goodrich  and  others,  and  to 
put  the  same  into  the  fund  lately  contributed  for  the  same 
purpose. 

M.'  Hart,  M'  Z.  Ely,  and  Mr.  Marsh  were  directed  to  make 
a  draught  of  a  Letter  of  thanks  to  the  governor  for  the 
Patronage  and  countenance  which  he  has  given  to  the 
charitable  design  of  sending  missionaries  to  the  new 
settlements. 

Adjourned  'till  tomorrow  morning  7  o'clock. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  a  draught  of  a  Letter  of 
thanks  to  governor  Huntington  ;  made  their  report,  and  the 
letter  after  being  corrected  was  accepted. 

Voted  that  it  is  expected  by  the  Association  that  the  com- 
mittee for  superintending  the  missions,  charge  all  necessary 
expenses  attending  their  service. 

Voted  that  M^  Benjamin  Wooster  be  paid  for  his  service  in 
the  New  settlement  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  and  an  half  a 
week,  beginning  his  wages  in  his  first  tour  at  the  time  of  his 
beginning  his  service. 

The  Rev*^  Nathan  Strong,  Benjamin  Trumbull  and  Nathan 
Williams  were  appointed  to  represent  this  association  in  the 
next  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  churches  in  the 
United  States. 

The  next  General  Association  was  appointed  at  the  house 
of  the  Rev^      Hotchkiss  of  Saybrook. 
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'V\\v  rollowiiiLi-  is  lilt'  liisl  ol  llic  piesciit  (Jaiididules  for  tlie 
(Jcjspcl  Ministry. 

New  London  Asso(^i;it ion — .lolm  I).  Tcrkins,  Klijali  Waloi'- 
man,  Daniel  flail. 

Now  IlaAon  Wcsj  Ass()(nal ion  —  ncnpimin  Woostcr,  Amos 
Bassett,  Pla<t  iJnlTet,  Josc^pli  (Jofl",  l']d\sard  Doir  (iiillin, 
Malihy  (udston. 

Fairfield  west  Association  —  .lames  Uiclini-ds.  .If)n;illi:iii  \j. 
Ponieroy,  Jonathan  Bartlet,  David  IJill. 

Windliam  Association  —  Stephen  Williams,  Timothy  Wil- 
liams, Solomon  Sj)aldin.<i:,  M'  Witter,  Lynde  JInntin<fton. 

Tolland  Association  —  Free  Grace  Reynolds,  John  L. 
Skinner,  M:isfield  Steel,  Silas  Lon,<!;  Binirham,  Uri  Ti'acy,  M"" 
Fields. 

Hartford  Sonth  Association  —  Joseph  Camp,  James  C. 
Guernsey,  Silas  Churchill,  Pinio,  M'  Shepherd,  .losrph 
Washhorn,  ]\['  Porter.  Litchfield  Sonth  Association  — 
Nathan  Eliot.  New  Haven  east  Association  —  Caleh 
Johnson. 

The  Association  voted  to  make  the  following:  rccommemla- 
tions  to  the  several  Associations,  viz,  This  Association  eon- 
sidei'ing  the  im])ortance  of  Christianity  to  mankind,  the 
dang'er  to  whicli  youth  are  at  the  jtrc^scut  time  exposed,  and 
the  duty  incumltcnt  on  themselves  and  their  l)rethren  to  jti-o- 
mote  the  inthience  of  Reliuion  amon<>;  youth  especially,  and 
generally  among  those  of  all  ages  —  do  resolve, 

I.  That  it  he  recommended  to  the  several  Associations  in 
this  State,  to  i-eturn  annually  to  this  hody  an  account  of  the 
state  of  their  congregations,  of  the  degree  of  attention  to 
religion  existing  in  them  and  of  their  moral  situation  in  gen- 
eral, in  such  a  manner  as  they  shall  judLie  most  (Conducive  to 
the  welfare  of  Christianity. 

II.  'I'hat  it  he  recouimeuded  to  tlie  nnnisters  of  the  sev- 
criil  Associations  to  collect  the  young  |M'ople  of  their  resjtect- 
ive  congregations,  for  the  j»urpose  of  giving  them  stated  pri- 
vate instruction  in  the  evidences,  doctrines  and  duties  of 
Christianity,  and  to  consider  this  so  far  as  it  may  he  conven- 
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iently  done  as  an  important  branch  of  their  ministerial 
Labours. 

III.  That  the  meetings  for  prayer  and  religious  conference 
recommended  by  this  body,  to  tlie  ministei's  and  churches  of 
this  State,  be  renewedly  urged  upon  them ;  this  association 
being  strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  usefulness  of 
such  meetings  not  only  by  the  nature  of  the  subject,  but  also 
by  the  happy  consequences  whicli  have  resulted  from  them, 
where  they  have  been  statedly  h olden. 

IV.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Associations 
to  take  as  effectual  care  as  may  be,  tliat  students  in  Theolo- 
gy be  employed  in  their  tlieological  education,  a  sufficient 
time,  and  furnished  with  sufficient  advantages,  to  enable 
them,  to  become  well  acquainted  with  the  doctrines  and  evi- 
dences of  Christianity,  to  instruct  others,  and  to  defend  those 
doctrines  and  support  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures  against 
unbelievers. 

V.  And  whereas  it  cannot  be  expected,  tliat  individuals  in 
this  country  can  generally  furnish  themselves  with  a  sufficient 
supply  of  those  books,  which  contain  many  kinds  of  very  im- 
portant information  in  theology  and  ecclesiastical  history, 
information  highly  necessary  in  itself  and  not  easily  obtained 
without  the  possession  of  such  books ;  it  is  therefore  recom- 
mended to  the  several  Associations  to  institute  associational, 
circulating  Libraries,  to  consist  especially  of  the  most  im])or- 
tant  books  relating  to  the  deistical  controversy,  and  to  in- 
crease them  by  yearly  contributions  to  such  a  size  as  to 
answer  effectually  the  important  purposes  here  specified. 

VI.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  particular  associations 
yearly  to  inform  this  body,  of  the  manner  and  degree  in 
which  they  comply  with  the  recommendations  of  this  body 
to  them,  and  in  cases  of  non  compliance  to  send  forward 
their  reasons. 

Voted  to  be  true  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Association  — 

Test  Jonathan  Edwards,  Scribe. 
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.J(j1im  Msu'kIi  — 
Alexander  ( lillott  ■ 
David  1 1  mil iii<^l()n 
David  Fidler 


Ncliiniii 


Id. 


lOnocli  Pond 
.Jonatlian  Millri- 
Standley  ( J  ris\V(jld 


NOTKS. 

J»astnr  —  Wethersfiold  —  1774-1816. 
-  Tonington    —  17'J2-l8-2«]. 

Salcni  — 177r>-17'J6. 

Millonl  _17H4-1H02. 

Eniield  _17S2-18ir). 
"         Aslifoid        —  17S9-1H()7. 

BnrliiiLrfoii    —  17s3-18:-il. 

N«;w  Millurd  —  179U-1802. 


1795 


At  a  (Jencral  Associal i(jn  of  llic  State  of  Couneeticnt.  at 
the  house  of  the  Rev''  Acliilles  Mansticild,  Ivillingworth  June 


10'":  1795 


The  Rev'  IMess' 


Present 
Cotton  M.  Smith 
Josiah  Whitney  ('. ) 
Eliziir  (loodrieh  D.D. 
Jolin  Devotion  ('.) 
Nathan  Williams  D.D. 
Levi  Hal  t 
Elisha  Rexford 
Aar(>n  Church 
Thomas  W.  Ih-ay 
Jonathan  Edwards  D.D. 
Andi-ew  Lee  (\) 
Achilles  Mansheld 
Mattliias  Bennet 
William  Lock  wood 
Nathan  Fenn 
Lemuel  Tyler  ('.) 
Amas  Chase  (^.) 
Stei.hen  W.  Stehhins 
Amos  Basset  ('.) 
Ahel  Flint  (\) 
Calvin  ('liaitin  ('.) 
Asahel  Hooker  ('.) 
William  W.  Tennant  D.D. 
Ashhel  (^reen  D.D. 
(^John  Gammil. 
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The  last  three  Gentlemen  were  delegated  to  this  Associa- 
tion, by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  C'''. 

Doctor  Goodrich  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  Doctor  Ed- 
wards and  M'  Fenn  were  chosen  Scribes.  — The  Association 
was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Moderator.  The  Association 
by  vote,  reqnested  Doctors  Tennant  and  Green  to  preach  a 
sermon  each;  one  of  them  this  and  tlie  other  tomorrow  even- 
ing, as  they  shall  agree  between  themselves. 

Mess'^  Bray,  Heart  and  Basset  were  appointed,  with  the 
Scribes,  to  make  ont  a  Docket  of  the  business  to  be  transacted 
by  this  Association.  —  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Doctor 
Goodrich  from  2  Peter  iii :  14. 

The  report  of  the  several  Associations  concerning  a  gen- 
eral convention,  to  be  constituted  in  tliis  State,  according  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  general  Association  &  particular 
conventions  in  the  Associational  districts,  were  made,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  tlie  majority  of  tlie  Associations  think 
it  not  expedient,  that  the  said  measures  be  at  present 
adopted. 

A  motion  was  made  from  Windham  Association,  that  a 
particular  place  be  fixed  upon,  for  tlie  stated  meeting  of  the 
general  Association :  and  it  was  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  the  particular  Associations,  who  are  requested  to  send 
tbeir  sense  on  this  subject,  to  tbe  next  general  Association. 

Reports  were  brought  in  from  the  several  associations,  of 
their  proceedings  on  the  recommendation  of  the  last  general 
Association,  concerning  preaching  on  the  evidences  of  Chris- 
tianity—  instructing  youth  —  the  state  of  their  congrega- 
tions and  associational  Libraries;  which  reports  contained 
many  things  agreeable  to  the  wislies  and  recommendation  of 
the  general  Association :  and  this  Association  wish  the  sev- 
eral particular  Associations  still  to  prosecute  such  measures, 
relative  to  those  subjects,  as  their  discretion  and  respective 
circumstances  shall  point  out. 

The  question  concerning  seasons  of  prayer  for  the  revival 
of  religion,  came  under  consideration;  and  after  some  delib- 
eration was  for  the  present  deferred;  and  Dr.  Williams,  Dr. 
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rircM'ii  .Ml-.  Ilriirt  were  appniiilcd  a  (jMniinii  i .-(Mo  Itriii^Mii 
a  (Iralt  on  lliat  siihiccl. 

Tlic  accoiiiils  (»r  the  ( 'oiiiiiiil Irt-  \()  recMjivc  ami  dishurse  the 
colli  l  ihiil  ions  lor  llic  new  sctllcjiiciil s  \V(*i  e  cxliihited,  and 
M'  liic,  M'  Cliapiii  and  M"^  Tvh.M*  wcit*  apixjinlcMl  a  cuniniittee 

to  iiis|i('(  l  lliciii  aiul  make  ii!j>ort.  Votcil  that  live  iiiis- 

sionarirs  to  the  new  settlements  he  appointed  hjr  the  ensuing 
year;  and  liiat  Nine  DoUars  a  week  fur  tlie  supply  uf  their 
pul|»ils  and  lor  their  sei  \  ices  he  paid  to  settle<l  ministers, 
wlio  shall  u<>  upon  this  sersice:  and  that  pay  to  Candidates 

he  six  Dollais  a  week.  'Die  Krv'  Mess'"  Kinne,  A.  li. 

Rol)hins,  Ivnapp,  Hart,  and  Justin  Miteiiel  were  ap|»oint<*d 

missionaries  loi'  this  yeai-.  Dr.  Williams,  \  h.  Dana.  Dr. 

Edwards,  Mr.  Trnnihull  tV  Thonuis  W.  lhay  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  diaw  up  a  jdaii  ol"  the  missions  and  an  ad(liess 
to  the  people  ol"  the  new  settlements,  and  to  lill  up  tlx-  places 
ol"  those  gentlemen  who  may  fail  ol  lullilliiiL:  their  missions 
to  which  they  aic  appoinlcil:  and  thiH-e  or  more  oi"  them  to 
act. 

The  Rev''  M""  Trnndjnll,  sent  a  Letter  (»f  resignation  of  his 
oftice  as  Register  of  this  Association,  which  was  accepted: 
and  the  Association  voted,  that  theii*  thanks  he  returned  hy 
the  sci'ihe,  for  liis  services  as  Register  of  this  Association. 

The  Rev'  Cyprian  Sti-ong  was  ajii)ointed  Register  of  the 
CJeneral  Association. 

A  Letter  from  his  Excellency  (Jo\eriior  Huntington  in 
Answer  to  a  Letter  from  this  Association  at  their  last  session 

was  received  and  read  with  much  satisfaction.  A  Letter 

from  the  suh-conimittee  of  correspondence  of  the  conventicui 
of  Massachusetts  was  recei\cd  and  lead. 

Dr.  Green  laid  heh)re  this  Association,  certain  i»apers, 
relating  to  the  eslahlishment  of  a  Seminary  of  learning  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  a  i-ecomuicndat ion  of  that  design, 
hy  the  (Jeneral  AssemMy  of  the  l*reshy tcrian  Church.  This 
Association  having  duly  considered  the  case,  herchy  declare 
their  full  conlidcncc  in  those  representations,  and  full  con- 
currence w  ith  the  recommendation  of  the  general  Asscmhly. 
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Certain  communications  were  received  from  the  committee 
of  the  Convention  of  Ministers  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts;  and  Dr.  Tennant,  Mr.  Bray,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
ney were  appointed  to  make  report  on  those  communications. 

Voted  That  the  Moderator  of  this  Association  at  any 
session,  shall  remain  to  be  the  Moderator,  until  the  subse- 
quent session. 

Voted ;  That  the  Money  contributed  before  the  war  and 
sent  by  M""  Trumbull,  by  the  hand  of  Dr.  Edwards  to  this 
Association,  be  received  by  Mr.  Bray,  at  its  present  value; 
and  that  M'"  Bray,  with  the  advice  of  the  Committee  to 
superintend  the  missions  be  impowered  to  settle,  in  the  best 
manner  with  the  heirs  of  the  late  Rev  '  Warham  Williams, 
with  respect  to  the  Money  contributed  for  missions  before 
the  war,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  heirs  of  said  M"" 
Williams,  and  the  said  money  be  applied  by  him,  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  missionaries  sent  or  to  be  sent  into  the  new- 
settlements. 

The  committee  formerly  appointed  to  revise  M»'.  Trumbull's 
history,  was  continued. 

The  committee  appointed  as  above  to  report  on  the 
accounts  of  the  Committee  to  receive  &  disburse  the  con- 
tributions for  the  new  settlements,  made  report,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  general  Association,  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded  by  the  register. 

Mess"^^  Cotton  Mather  Smith,  W™  Lockwood  and  Nathan 
Fenn,  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  —  The  same  committee  to 
certify  the  good  character  of  traveling  preachers,  was 
reappointed. —  M>  Mansfield  was  appointed  to  preach  the 
Conscio  ad  Clerum  at  the  next  Commencement,  Dr.  Edwards 
was  appointed  to  preach  the  next  sermon  on  the  evidences 
of  Christianity  and  Mr.  Hart  was  appointed  the  second. 
Dr.  Goodrich,  Dr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Burnet  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  look  up  the  papers  relative  to  the  Convention 
formerly  holden,  between  the  Churches  in  Connecticut,  and 
31 
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the  prcshytiMiiin  ('Imrch  ;  and  to  lay  the  saiiic  Ijcion.'  llii.^ 
association  at  tlieii"  next  session. 

A^()tc(|  That  Ml".  Cotton  M.  Smith  he  all<»\vc(|  liis  wages  as 
a  niissioiKuy,  during  a  weuk  that  lie  was  sick  on  liis  last 
mission:  and  that  the  committee  to  snjKirintend  missions 
are  impowered  to  make  suidi  compensation  as  tliey  sliall 
judge  reasonable,  to  missionaries  that  may  he  taken  sick,  or 
be  disabled  during  their  missi(jn. 

The  motion  for  widows  funds  laid  over  \o  I  his  nleetinL^ 
was  further  laid  over  to  the  meeting  of  the  next  tieneral 
Associati(jn.    The  List  of  Candidates  is  as  followeth, 

Western  Association  of  New  Haven  County. 
Benjamin  Wooster,  Piatt  Buffet  and  Malthy  Gelston. 

Eastern  Association  of  the  same  County. 
Caleb  Johnson,  Roger  Harrison  and  Timothy  M.  Cooley. 

Association  in  Windham  County. 

Stephen  Williams,  Timothy  Williams,  Ezra  Witter. 
Solomon  Spalding,  Amasa  Porter,  Lynde  Huntington,  Joseph 
Russell,  Daniel  Dow. 

Association  in  Tolland  County. 

Silas   L.    Brigham,  Marshlield   Steel,  Fields,  Scth 

Williston. 

Association  in  New  London  County. 
John  1).  Perkins,  Daniel  Hall. 

South  Association  in  Hartford  County. 
Silas  Churchill,  Ehenczer  Porter,  l>e/,a  Pineo. 

Western  District  in  Fairfield  County. 
Jonathan  Bartlit,  Hill. 
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As  Dr.  Edwards  has  closed  his  accounts  as  receiver  and 
disburser  of  the  money  contributed  for  the  missions  to  the 
new  settlements,  and  his  accounts  have  been  examined  and 
approved  by  the  committee  of  this  Association,  therefore, 
the  moderator  is  requested  to  give  a  certificate  of  this  to 
Dr.  Edwards. 

The  report  of  the  committee  concerning  seasons  of  prayer 
was  brought  in,  debated  and  finally  adopted,  and  is  on  file. 
Voted  that  tlie  communications  from  the  convention  of 
Massachusetts  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  correspond- 
ence, &  that  they  return  a  proper  Answer. 

The  next  general  Association  was  appointed  to  be  at  the 
Rev*'  Mr.  Strong's  at  Norwich. 

Voted  to  be  true  minutes  of  the  General  Association. 

Test  Jonathan  Edwards  ) 


Josiah  Whitney 
\  John  Devotion 
\  Andrew  Lee 
\  Lemuel  Tyler 
\  Amos  Chase 
Amos  Bassett 
Abel  Flint 
Calvin  Chapin 
Asahel  Hooker 


Nathan  Fenn  i 


Notes. 

Pastor  —  Pomf  ret  —  1756-1813. 

Westbrook  —1757-1802. 

Hanover  —1768-1830. 

Preston  —1789-1808. 

Morris  — 1787-1814. 

Hebron  —1794-1824. 

Hartford  2"  —1791-1824. 

Rocky  Hill  —1794-1850. 

Goshen  —1791-1810. 
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I  796. 

Af  :i  irciici'iil  AssociaiioM  ol  llic  Slalr  of  (yoinicct icut ,  at 
ic  liousc  of  llic  llev.''  M'  Slroii'j  in  Norwich  21'  .Imn*  17l»*i. 


Were  l*i<'S('iit 

Jaiiios  Co,iis\v(!ll  l>.  I).  ('.) 

Natliaii'.  'I'aylor 

Josiali  W'liifiicy 

Nathan  Williams  I).  I). 

Cvpriaii  St roiiii' 

.Joiialh;iii  I'id wards  I).  D. 
\  David  Kly 
Tlic  Rev  '  I  Mattliias  J^urnet 
)  Josepli  Stroiiiy 

David  Tiiller 

Abi  aliain  Fowler  ('.) 

Samuel  Mills  ( '.) 

Ozias  Eells  (  '.) 

Lemuel  Tvler 

Stephen  W.  Stebl)ins 

Amos  Cliase 

James  Noyes 

John  Willard 

William  Lyman 

Henry  A.  Rowland  (\) 

Pnblins  V.  Boone  (\) 

Lynde  ITnntin<!,ton  ('.) 

Dan'  Smith  ('.) 

John  M  Ni-hf  I).  D. 

Azel  Roe.  j 

'Ph(^  two  last  liontlemen  were  deleuated  to  this  Association, 
l»y  the  (Jencral  Assembly  of  the  l*resbyterian  Church. 

\h\  Williams  was  appointed  Moderator  —  D'  Kdwards 
Sci'ibe. 
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The  Association  was  opened  by  prayer,  and  a  Sermon  was 
preached,  by  the  Rev.'^  Cyprian  Strong,  from  Acts  17  :  11  — 
Mr.  Rowland  was  chosen  assistant  Scribe.  Mess''"  Whitney, 
C.  Strong  &  Fuller,  with  the  Scribes,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  draw  up  a  docket  of  the  business  proper  to  be  done 
by  this  Association. 

Whereas  it  was,  by  the  last  general  Association,  referred 
to  the  associations  of  this  State,  to  express  their  opinion  to 
this  general  Association,  concerning  the  expediency  of  haviug 
a  fixed  place  of  session  for  the  general  association  —  And, 
whereas  many  of  the  associations  have  sent  only  verbal 
answers  to  the  question  —  therefore,  resolved,  that  the  same 
question  be  again  referred,  and  it  is  hereby  referred  to  the 
several  associations  :  and  they  are  requested  to  return  their 
answers  in  writing,  to  the  next  geu'  Association,  together 
with  the  reasons  of  their  decisions.  Also  resolved,  gener- 
ally, that  whenever  any  matter  is  referred  from  the  general 
Association  to  the  particular  Associations,  unless  the  result 
of  any  Association  be  returned  in  writing,  it  shall  not  be 
considered  as  any  result  at  all. 

The  Committee  of  correspondence,  viz :  D.'  Dwight,  D.^" 
Goodrich,  M.'  Huntington  and  M.'  Eliot  were  reappointed. 

M.'  Benedict  of  Plainfield  was  appointed  to  preach  the 
Ooncio  ad  Clerum. 

The  Committee  to  certify  the  good  character  &  standing 
of  travelling  preachers,  viz :  M.'^  Taylor,  N.  Williams,  M."" 
Bray,  M.'  Trumbull,  J):  E.  Williams,  M.^  Robinson,  M'.  Devo- 
tion, M.'  Hart,  M.'  Stone,  D.''  Lewis,  M.'"  David  Ely,  were  re- 
appointed. 

M.'  Burnet,  M.'  Whitney  &  M.'  C.  Strong  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  those  gentlemen  who 
hold  the  money  contributed  for  the  missions  to  the  new 
settlements. 

D.'-  N.  Willi'ams,  D."-  Dana,  D.--  Edwards,  M.^  Trumbull  & 
M"-  T.  W.  Bray  were  re-appointed  a  Committee  to  superintend 
the  missions  to  the  new  settlements. 
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\'oUm1  —  That  (lio  sum  r(Miiaiiiing  of  tlu;  c<jntiil)iiti(jns  for 
the  missions  to  tlic  new  settlements  be  neaily  ex|»en<le«l  tliis 
year. 

Uesolv(;d  <^encrally, Tliat  tills  Assocnation  lliink  if  advisable 
tliat  settled  ministei's  be  sent  on  the  mission. 

I»('sol\('(l  :  Tbiit  the  dele<r<ates  from  Ibis  Association  to  tb<' 
Genei-al  Assemltly  of  Ibe  j»resl)yf crian  ('''''  sball  always  make 
a  wi'itten  report  to  tln^  next  (Jcneral  Assoeiation  of  tbe  fnllill- 
ment  of  tbeir  appointment;  and  of  sueb  tilings  in  partieidar 
as  eoneein  tbe  Cbnrcb(is  rci»rescnted  in  Ibis  Association. 

Moi'gan  was  appointed  to  a  Mission  to  the  new  settle- 
ments f(jr  foni'  montbs ;  And  M'  .loel  Benedict,  M'  Xott, 
Rexford,  lA^.  Vaile,  Mitcbel,  lAI.^  M'Clure,  William 
Lyman  and  JM.""  Prndden,  were  appointed  each  to  a  mission  of 
tw^o  mcmtbs;  provided  those  who  are  appointed  for  two 
montbs  shall  consent  to  compute  the  time  and  expense  of 
their  journey  to  tbe  new  settlements  and  n(»t  those  of  tbeir 
return  fi*om  thence. 

Tbe  compensation  to  tbe  missionaries  was  voted,  as  was 
voted  the  last  year. 

MT  Tyler  was  added  to  the  Committee  to  superintend  tbe 
mission  'to  the  new  settlements. 

On  motion  that  the  general  association  would  devise  some 
measures  to  per])etuate  the  missions  to  the  new  settlements, 
resolved,  that  as  there  is  now  a  considerable  sum  remaining 
of  tbe  late  eontril)utions,  the  ))roposal  be  laid  over  for  further 
consideration  to  tbe  next  general  Association. 

Tbe  pioposal  of  a  Widows'  fund  was  laid  over  to  the  next 
general  association. 

M'  Charles  Baekus  was  a])pointe(l  second  to  tbe  preacher 
on  tbe  Evidences  of  Christianity,  tlu^  day  previous  to  tbe  next 
commencement. 

List  of  C an di hates. 
Western  Association  in  New  Haven  County. 
Benjamin  Wooster,  Maltby  CJelston,  Abraham  Allyn. 
Eastern  Association  in  1>  Boger  Harrison. 
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Windham  Association. 
Stephen  Williams,  Timothy  Williams,  Ezra  Witter,  Solomon 
Spalding,  Amasa  Porter. 

1  Tolland  Association. 

Marshfield  Steel,  Zach.  More,  Joseph  Field,  Seth  Williston. 

New  London  Association. 
John  D.  Perkins,  Daniel  Hall,  Eliphalet  Nott. 

Hartford  South. 
Ebenezer  Porter,  Beza  Pineo. 

Western  District  Fairfield  County. 
  Hall. 

M."^  Tuller,  M.^  Stebbins,  and  M.'^  Hart  were  appointed  dele- 
gates to  the  next  general  Assembly  of  the  presbyterian 
Church. 

The  next  general  Association  was  appointed  to  meet  at  the 
House  of  the  Rev.''  M."^  Waterman  in  Windham  on  the  third 
tuesday  of  June  next. 

Voted  —  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Associa- 
tions to  take  measures  to  procure  regular  bills  of  Mortality 
in  the  several  societies  and  towns  of  this  State;  and  that 
these  bills  be  annually  sent  to  the  general  Association. 

Voted  That  the  delegates  from  the  Eastern  Association  of 
New  Haven  County  are  hereby  directed  to  inform  M.""  Bray, 
that  the  association  expects,  that  he  do  what  he  can  toward 
procuring  the  money  contributed  before  the  war,  and 
supposed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Rev.'^ 
Warham  Williams,  and  make  report  to  the  next  general 
Association. 

The  committee  to  superintend  the  missions  are  directed  to 
publish  a  further  narrative  of  the  missions  at  furtherest  at 
the  close  of  this  year. 

D.^  Goodrich,  D.'^  Lewis,  &  M.'  Burnet  are  continued  as  a 
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( 'oniinil tec  to  look  llu*  piipci  s  iclaliii^^  to  llic  Convention 
lioMcii  before  tlie  war,  hclwcen  tluj  Cliurclics  in  this  State 
and  llic  presbyteriaii  ( "Iniicli. 

Voted  to  be  true  luiiiiilcs  of  llic  i»i-oceedings  of  tb<.'  g«MH.MaI 
association. 

iL'st  Scribes. 
IJenkv  a.  Kuui.am)  ) 

Notes. 

James  Cojr.uswell  —  Pastor  —  Scothmd  —1772-1804. 

Abraham  Fowk'r —  — Nau«^atiick  — 17s5-17t»9. 

^  Samuel  Mills—  —Chester       —  178<;-1,S14. 

\  Ozias  Eells  -  Harkliamsted  1784-1813. 

'■:  lliniry  A.  liolaiid  Windsor  T'  —  171»0-1S35. 

Pu))lius  y.  Boo.LAC  Winclicstcr  _17!n-lSO0. 

\  Lynde  Huntington  Jirandford   —  17*jr>-l.S04. 

\  Daniel  Smith  Stamford     —  17y3-l84:i. 
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1797. 

At  a  General  Association  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  at 
the  house  of  the  Rev-'  Waterman  of  Windham  June  20*^' 
1797' 

Were  Present 
Rev.''  Mess.'«  Josiah  Whitney, 

Nathaniel  Williams,  D.  D., 
John  Smallej, 
Simon  Waterman, 
Levi  Hart, 
Hezekiah  Ripley, 
Samuel  J.  Mills, 
John  Foot, 

Jonathan  Edwards,  D.  D., 
Acliilles  Mansfield, 
Nathan  Perkins, 
Joseph  Strong, 
David  Tuller, 
Abraham  Fowler, 
Fredric  W'"  Hotchkiss, 
Timothy  Langdon, 
Uriel  Gridley,  (\) 
Lynde  Huntington, 
Daniel  Waldo,  (\) 
Giles  H.  Cowles,  CO 
Daniel  Smith, 
Elijah  Waterman,  ('.) 
Ichabod  L.  Skinner,  ('.) 
James  P.  Armstrong, 
Samuel  Miller,  and 
James  Richards.' 

The  three  last  mentioned  gentlemen  were  delegated  to  this 
general  Association,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  United  States. 

22 
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M'  Smallcy  was  ji|»|M)iiile<l  Moderator,  and  Ij] wards, 
Scrihc.  Tlx*  Liciicral  Association  was  0|M'iicd  with  pray<*r  l>y 
the  Moderator.  Tlic  ReV'  Mess'"  WliitiK  v.  Williams.  Hart 
and  Millci*  were  a|>|M)iiitc(l  a  (/oininil  Ire  to  diaw  a  dofkct 
ol'  tlic  Ijnsincss, 

The  sermon  was  preacInM]  l»\  the  ReV  A(  liillfs  Manslidd. 
from  I*salni  CXI  verse  lU.  The  iteV'  Charles  iiackns  was 
appointed  to  prca(di  tlie  sermon  on  the  evidences  of  CMiris- 
tianity,  on  tlie  day  preceeding  the  next  Commencement  :  an<l 
the  Rev'  Nathan  Stron<i;  was  appointed  his  second. 

'J'he  Rev'  M""  Brock  way  was  appointee]  to  preacli  the  next 
concio  ad  Clernm. 

Mr.  Smitli  was  appointed  assistant  scrihe.  The  suhject  ol 
tlu'  widow's  Innd  was  laid  over  to  the  next  <renei  al  association. 

The  committee  of  correspondence  viz :  D.""  Dwi^ht,  IK""  Gn( id- 
rich,       Enoch  Ilnntinjj^ton,  and  M."^  Eliot  were  reappointed. 

The  committee  to  certify  the  good  cliaracter  and  standinL^ 
of  travelling  j»reac]iers,  viz:  M.""  Taylor,  IK"^  N.  Williams,  M."^ 
Bray,  D.'  Trnmbull,  E.  Williams,  M.-"  I^»hinson.  M.^  Devo- 
tion, M.r  Hart,  M.r  E.  Waterman,  I). Lewis,  M.'  David  Ely 
were  reappointed. 

M.r  Whitney,  M.""  Hart  and  M.""  Perkins,  were  appointed  a 
committee,  to  inspect  the  acconnts  of  tliose  gentlemen  wli.. 
hold  tlie  money  conti-ibntcd  for  the  missions  to  the  new 
settlements. 

D--  N.  Williams,  I)'  Dana,  D'  Edwards,  D'  Triiml»ull.  and 
M'  T.  AV.  Bray  were  reappointed  a  committee  to  snperintend 
the  Missions  to  the  new  settlements. 

Mess''*'  Joseph  Strong,  Cyprian  Strong,  A  Timotiiy  IjaiiLi- 
don  wei-e  appointed  delegates,  to  the  (Jeneral  Assemldy  (d" 
tlie  Preshytei'ian  Chni-ch  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  on  the  third 
Thui'sday  of  May  next. 

The  particular  Associations  Inning  made  their  letnrns  on 
the  (juestion,  whether  the  session  of  the  general  association 
should  be  circulai".  it  aj)pearcd,  that  a  majority  of  said  asso- 
ciations were  in  favor  of  the  ))rescnt  cii'cnlar  mode:  and 
therefore,  Voted,  That  the  general  Association  shall,  in 
future,  as  heretofore,  sit  circularlv  in  the  several  association^. 
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The  next  general  association  was  appointed  to  be  Lolden 
at  M^-  Bassetts'  in  Hebron  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June 
A.D.  1798. 

M"-  Strong,  M""  Foot,  and  M"-  E.  Waterman  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  bring  in  a  report  concerning  the  Bills  of 
mortality. 

D""'  Goodrich  and  Lewis  and  M"-  Burnett  were  continued  a 
committee  to  look  up  the  papers  relating  to  the  convention 
which  was  holden  before  the  war. 

List  op  Candidates. 

New  Haven  West  Association  —  Abraham  Allyn,  John 
Sherman  and  Isaac  James. 

New  Haven  East  D"  —  Roger  Harrison,  &  Erastus  Ripley. 

Windham  Association  —  Stephen  Williams,  Timothy  Wil- 
liams, Ezra  Witter,  Solomon  Spalding,  &  Amasa  Porter. 

New  London  Association  —  John  D.  Perkins,  Daniel  Hall, 
&  Eliphalet  Nott. 

Tolland  Association  — Marshfield  Steel,  Zach''  More,  Joseph 
Fields. 

Western  District  of  Fairfield  County  —  David  Hill,  Zacha- 
riah  Lewis  and  Isaac  Lewis. 

The  missionaries  to  the  new  settlements  appointed  for  this 
year  are,  M""  Solomon  Morgan,  David  Huntington,  M""  P.  V. 
Booge,  M'-  Alexander  Gillet,  M"-  Simon  Waterman,  and  M"" 
Jesse  Townsend. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  report,  concerning 
the  bills  of  mortality,  brought  in  the  following : 

Whereas  the  general  Association  holden  at  Norwich  June 
21:  1796  —  did  recommend  to  the  several  Associations,  to 
take  measures  to  procure  regular  bills  of  mortality  in  the 
several  Societies  and  Towns  in  this  State,  and  these  bills  be 
annually  sent  to  the  General  Association  —  And  as  the  said 
recommendation  is  not  found  sutiiciently  explicit  Voted,  that 
the  proposed  bills  shall  exliibit  the  number  of  deaths  under 
one  year,  from  one  year  to  five,  from  five  to  ten,  and  then  by 
tens  to  the  greatest  age  —  also  the  sex  of  the  person  and  the 
particular  disease,  with  which  they  die  — said  Bills  com- 
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ni(!iiciii!j  (HI  llic  firsl  day  ol'  .J;iiiiiaiy  I7'.'l>  and  annually  aftcr- 
\vai-ds. 

Mr  'I'uliar  hiouiilil  in  a  icpoi  l  ol"  liis  executing  Ins  commis- 
sion as  a  d('lc;j,ate  to  i\\v.  (i(jn(M-al  Asscmhiy  of  the  Pr<'sl>yte- 

rian  ('liui-ch  Hart  was  addcil  to  the  Committee  to 

snpcrintend  tin;  missions  lo  llxj  new  settlements  —  The  coni- 
jXMisalion  (A  the  missionaries  was  votecl  to  he  tlie  same  as 
last  year;  yet  if  the  committee  to  superintend  the  mission, 
find  it  necessary  to  add  any  thinir  to  the  sum  granted  for 
snj)plyinii'  II le  pnlpits  of  llic  missionaries  they  were  emjtowei-ed 
to  do  it. 

Mess''*'  Hai't,  Slron<>,'  and  Miller  were  appoinlfd  to  draiiiiht 
an  address  to  the  several  Associations  on  the  snhject  of  a 
missionary  Society. 

Voted:  'J'hat  the  Moderator  of  e\ery  ijfeneral  Association, 
if  he  be  present  at  the  meetinij^  of  the  next  General  Associa- 
tion, shall  continue  Moderatoi',  until  a  new  Moderator  shall 
have  been  appointed  :  if  he  shall  not  be  present,  the  scribe  of 
the  former  General  Association,  and  if  he  shall  not  be  pres- 
ent the  oldest  member  present  shall  be  Moderat(»r  until  a 
new  Moderator  shall  have  been  appointed. 

Voted  also  That  all  communications  fi'om  the  General 
Association  to  the  paiticulai-  Associations  shall  be  attested 
by  the  Scribe — M'  [JinitinuliMi  was  appointed  a  Scribe  for 
this  purpose. 

M""  Mansfield,  M'  Mills.  Edwards,  cV  M^  E.  Atwater  were 
appointed,  to  briim-  in  a  report  concerning  M""  JJarlow's  altera- 
tion of  I>r  Watts'  Psalms;  and  they  exhibited  the  following: 
Whereas  in  some  of  D'^  Watts's  translation  of  the  Psalms, 
there  are  expressions  confined  to  {particular  places  or  coun- 
tries ;  and  whereas  I)"^  Watts  did  not  translate  some  of 
David's  Psalms,  therefore  resolved  by  this  (Jeneral  Associa- 
tion, that  ajtplicalion  be  made  t(t  rresident  I)wi<:ht.  that  he 
would  allei'  those  passages  which  ai'e  conlined  as  aforesaid  : 
and  translate  those  Tsalms  which  Watts  did  not  translate  ; 
and  that  a  committee  of  this  iiody  be  appointed  to  review, 
Itoth  the  alteration,  and  translations,  which  j)resident  l)wight 
shall  make,  and  to  correct  or  approve  the  same. 
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N.  Williams,  M-"  Smalley,  and  M-"  Perkins  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  act  agreeably  to  said  resolve. 

A  motion  being  made  that  a  compensation  be  made  to  tlie 
committee,  to  superintend  the  missions,  it  was  laid  over  to 
next  year. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  the 
committee  to  superintend  the  missions  reported,  that  they 
had  inspected  the  said  accounts  and  found  them  correct. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draught  an  address  to  the 
several  associations  on  the  subject  of  a  Missionary  Society, 
brought  in  one  which  was  accepted  &  is  on  file.*  And  M'" 
Hart,  Mr  Joseph  Strong  and  M""  King  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  make  and  publish  such  extracts  and  summaries  as 
shall  be  sufficient  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  subject. 

Drs.  D  wight,  Dana  and  Trumbull  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  a  Missionary  Society. 

Voted  :  That  tlie  committee  of  publication  be  directed  to 
make  such  extracts  and  summaries  from  existing  publications 
as  will  be  sufficient  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  measures 
adopted  in  Great  Britain  and  America,  for  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  in  pagan  countries,  and  publish  2000  Copies  of  their 
compilation  with  the  address  of  this  body,  and  distribute  1700 
of  them  to  some  member  or  members  of  the  particular  asso- 
ciations in  tlie  State ;  so  that  each  minister  may  have  an 
equal  number  at  or  before  the  second  Wednesday  in  Septem- 
ber next,  that  they  may  circulate  through  the  associations, 
and  by  them  be  distributed  to  tlieir  congregations,  in  such 
manner  and  proportion  as  they  shall  judge  proper :  and  the 
members  of  this  association  engage  to  pay  to  the  committee 
their  respective  proportions  of  their  constituents  ;  by  the  first 
day  of  December  next;  and  tlie  committee  are  directed  to 
reserve  300  copies  for  the  committee  of  correspondence  with 
missionary  societies,  to  distribute  to  the  friends  of  Zion  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe. 

True  Minutes 

(  Jonathan  Edwards  ) 
Tp^t  1  ^  (  Scribes 

^^^^  (  Daniel  Smith  ) 

*  No  such  report  was  among  the  papers  on  file  as  returned  to  the  Register. 
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Not  I 

Uiicl  (Iiidlcy —  Piistor- 
Daiiicl  Waldo— 
(Jiics  II.  Cowles—  " 
Elijali  Wntonuaii—  " 
1c1i:iIm»(1  L.  Skiiiiu'i'  —  "  — 


Watcrtown  —  17.^4-1  >^:iO. 
W.  Siinieia  —  171i2-ls09. 
15iisiol  —  179i!-1810. 

Windliaiii  _1794-lS0r>. 
No.  Covnif  I  V  —  171M-171»8. 


1798. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  general  Association  of  tlie  State  of 
Connecticut  on  tlie  19"'  of  June  1798  in  Hebron  at  tlio 
House  of  tlie  J^everend  Amos  Bassett. 

Present 

Rev.''  Messieurs  Benjamin  'I'imiuiIjiiH  J). I). 

Simon  Waterman 
Levi  Hart 
John  Marsh 
Hezekiah  Ripley 
Peter  St.a rr 
John  Foot 
Andrew  Lee 
Jonathan  Edwards  D.D. 
Nathan  Strong- 
Nat  lian  Perkins 
William  Lock  wood 
Joshua  Williams 
Sanuiol  Blatchford 
Zebulon  Ely 
Justus  Mitchel 
David  Selden 
Salnuel  Nott 
Amos  Bassett 
David  L.  l>ehee 
John  Eliot 
Joshua  Leonard 
J.h4  West 
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Delegates  from  the  Genei'al  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  — 

Samuel  Blair  D.D. 
Nathaniel  Irwin 
Joseph  Clark. 

The  Rev^  Benjamin  Trumble  was  chosen  Moderator  and 
the  Rev'^  Mess'-^  Nathan  Perkins  and  Jolm  Marsh  were  chosen 
Scribes. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Moderator. 
The  Sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Nott  from 
2  Cor.  4  :  5. 

The  Rev.  Messrs  Hart,  Edwards  and  Strong  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  draw  up  a  Docket  of  the  business. 

The  communicatioDS  from  the  district  Associations  respect- 
ing a  Missionary  Society  were  read,  and  the  Rev.  Messrs 
Hart,  Edwards,  Strong  and  Irwin  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  view  tliese  communications,  and  report  to 
the  Association. 

The  Rev.  Messi^^  Ripley  and  Lockwood  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Committee  of 
Missionary  publications. 

To  pre^  ent  impositions  on  Ministers  and  Churches  respect- 
ing those  who  may  come  from  Europe  to  tliese  United  States 
under  the  character  of  preachers  of  tlie  gospel  —  Voted  That 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  write  to  the  Committee  of 
Ministers,  belonging  to  the  Board  in  London,  known  by  the 
title  of  the  Fund,  or  to  any  known  Board  of  ministers  in 
Scotland,  to  request  them  to  give  Credentials  to  all  Ministers, 
whom  they  can  recommend  for  piety  and  good  character, 
desirous  of  coming  to  this  Country  :  and  the  Committee 
request  those  with  whom  they  correspond,  to  circulate  this 
as  extensively  as  they  may  judge  meet  —  Voted  That 
Dr.  Timothy  Dwight,  Dr.  James  Dana,  and  Dr.  Benjamin 
Trumbull,  together  with  the  Rev.  Samuel  Blatchford  be  the 
Committee  for  this  purpose. 

No  report  being  made  by  the  Committee  to  look  up  the 
papers  relating  to  the  Convention  before  the  war,  Dr.  Lewis 
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and  Mr.  liuriietl  wvnt  (;(»iit iiiiuid,  :iii<l  Ainlr«'\v  Eliot  and 

Jlczekiali  i(i|)l(,'y  were  a(ld('(|  ;  and  Di  .  Illaii-  and  Mi*.  (JIark 
were  reqiiest«'(l  to  consnll  llic  rciMnds  ol  llir  Syimd  of  New 
York  and  l*liilad(d|»l)ia  rcsprclinir  said  (Jonvrnlion,  and  to 
t'oi  ward  to  fjcuis  of  lJ(jr.sn<'(dv  anything  that  may  throw 
liuht  (»n  the  snhject. 

Tlic  Coiuniittrc  of  Missions  icfnscd  any  conijM'nsation, 
l)eing  willing  to  do  tiie  service  gratnitonsly. 

Dr.  Williams,  Dr.  Dana,  Dr.  Edwards,  Di.  TinmlMdl,  Levi 
Halt  and  Mr.  IJray  weic  reappointed  a  Committee  to 
snperintend  the  missions  to  the  ne'W  settlements. 

The  Committee  of  Missions  icjiorted  tluit  <jf  the  lund  tliei-e 
remained  7!'6  doUai's,  inchisixc  of  what  is  ii<nv  <hn'  to  the 
Rev.  Anch-ew  Jndson,  for  his  late  services,  to  he  expended  in 
carrying  on  the  henevolent  design  (jf  advancing  tlie  inte-rest 
of  religion  in  onr  new  settlements  in  the  hordcrs  of  the 
wilderness  — 

And,  the  Rev.  ^less'"  Andrew  Jndson,  Am/.i  Lewis,  Seth 
Williston,  Walter  King,  Zehulon  Ely  and  Amos  Bassett  were 
appointed  Missionaries  for  the  present  year. 

The  Committee  to  certify  the  good  chai-acter  and  standing 
of  travelling  preachers,  \iz:  Mr.  Taylor,  Di-.  Nathan 
Williams,  Mr.  Bray,  Dr.  Trnmhull,  Di.  E.  Williams,  Mr. 
Robinson,  Mr.  E.  Waterman,  Dr.  Lewis,  Mr.  David  Ely  were 
reappointed. 

The  Committee  of  correspondence  with  the  Massachusetts 
Convention  of  Ministers  viz:  Dr.  Dwight,  Mr.  Enoch 
Hnntington,  and  Mr.  Eliot  were  rea^jpointed,  and  Mr.  Marsh 
was  added. 

The  Rev.  '  Mess'^'*  Nathan  Perkins,  Samnel  JMatchford,  and 
John  Eliot,  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  (Jeneral  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Chnrch,  to  meet  at  Winchester  in 
Virginia,  on  the  third  Thnrsday  of  May  next. 

The  Rev'  Cyprian  Strong  was  ap})ointed  to  preach  on  the 
Evidences  of  Christianity,  the  day  l)efore  Commencement, 
and  the  Rev  '  Dr.  Trnnil)ull  second. 

The  Rev'  Royal  Tyler  was  chosen  to  preach  the  concio 
ad  clernm. 
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Voted.  That  this  Association  will  attempt  to  form  a  plan 
for  a  Missionary  Society  —  The  Rev''  Levi  Hart,  Dr.  Edwards, 
Nathan  Strong  and  Nathaniel  Irwin  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  report  concerning  the  formation  of  a  Missionary 
Society  —  The  re[)ort  was  accepted,  and  the  same  Committee 
was  appointed  to  draught  a  Constitution  of  a  Missionary 
Society ;  and  the  Constitution  after  due  consideration  was 
adopted  and  is  as  follows  — 

"  The  Genei'al  Association  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
impressed  with  the  obligations  on  all  tlie  friends  of  Chris- 
tianity, to  propagate  a  knowledge  of  its  gracious  and  holy 
Doctrines  ;  Also  encouraged  by  the  late  zealous  exertions  for 
this  End,  in  sundry  christian  Bodies,  can  not  but  hope,  the 
time  is  near,  in  which  God  will  spread  his  truth  thro'  the 
whole  Earth. —  They  also  consider  it  as  a  thing  of  great 
importance,  tliat  some  charitable  assistance  be  extended  to 
new  Christian  Settlements,  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Tlie  salvation  of  these  souls  is  precious.  The 
happiness  of  the  rising  generation,  and  the  Order  and 
Stability  of  civil  Government  are  the  most  effectually 
advanced,  by  the  Diffusion  of  religious  and  moral  sentiments, 
through  the  preacliing  of  the  gospel.  In  deep  feeling  of 
these  trutlis,  liaving  by  prayer  sought  tlie  direction  of  God, 
in  the  fear  of  his  great  Name,  they  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing Constitution  of  a  Missionary  Society. 

I.  This  Society  shall  be  known,  by  the  name  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  Connecticut. 

II.  The  (ieneral  Association  of  the  State  of  Connecticut 
shall  be  the  Missionary  Society. 

III.  The  General  Association  shall  annually,  by  Ballot,  ap- 
point twelve  Trustees,  whereof  six  shall  be  Clergymen,  and 
six  shall  be  brethren  of  our  Churches,  who  shall  conduct  the 
business  of  the  Society  in  the  manner  hereafter  described. 

IV.  The  objects  of  the  Society  shall  be,  to  christianize 
the  Heathen  in  North  America,  and  to  support  and  promote 
Christian  Knowledge  in  the  new  settlements  within  the 
United  States :  and  both  shall  be  pursued  as  circumstances 
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sliall  poiiil  (Hit  :  jiiid  uh  the  Tnisl^'es,  under  tlic  >ii|m  rini-  n- 
dcncc  ol  llif  (iciKMal  Ass(j<-i:if ion  sli:ill  direct. 

\  .  The  <  iciici  al  Ass()<'i:il  ion  and  1  he  Trnst^'eH  shall  adnjtt 
such  nirasuit's  Iroiii  liiiic  t<j  time.  Imi-  laisiirj-  of  I''iiiids,  as 
lliey  shall  judL''e  to  he  cxiicdient . 

\'l.  The  Trustees  shall  ha\('  |M)\s('r  to  ajiply  the  Funds  of 
the  Society,  aecord  in  "J  to  Iheii-  Discretion,  in  all  <-a>-(;s  in 
whicli  tliey  shall  not  l»e  limited,  hy  the  (Jein  lal  Association, 
or  hy  tlie  Donors.  They  shall  correspond  with  otlier  Mis- 
sionary Societies —  shall  lia\e  power  to  appoint  and  dismiss 
Missionaries  —  to  pay  them,  and  p-nei-ally  to  transact  all 
hnsiness  necessary  to  attain  tlie  Knds  of  the  Society:  and 
sliall  l)e  paid  their  necessaiy  expenses:  hut  shall  receive 
notliiui*"  lor  their  services. 

VJI.  The  Trustees  shall  annually  apjtoint  a  Se«-retaiy .  who 
shall  Keei>  a  fair  account  of  their  i>r<jceedinLis,  and  a  Chair- 
man, who  with  four  other  Trustees  shall  he  a  (^)uoium  to 
transact  Business;  —  or,  if  the  stated  Chairman  shall  not  he 
])resent,  any  seven  of  the  Trustees  shall  he  a  (Quorum. 

A'lII.  The  Chairman  shall  have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  at  his  discretion,  l)y  Letters  left  witli  them,  or 
at  the  houses  of  their  usual  residence;  and  it  shall  he  his 
duty  to  call  such  meetings,  whenever  re(piested  hy  two  Trus- 
tees, and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Chairman,  or  of  liis 
Ahsencc  from  the  State,  any  two  Trustees  are  hei-ehy  em- 
powered to  call  a  Meeting. 

IX.  The  Ceneral  Association  shall  annually  appoint  a 
Treasurer,  an  Auditor  of  Accounts:  and  the  Treasurer  shall 
exhihit  hoth  to  the  General  Association  and  to  the  Trustees, 
the  State  of  the  Treasury,  whenever  he  shall  he  called  on  foi- 
that  Purpose. 

X.  The  Trustees  shall  annnall\  exhihit  to  the  General 
Association  a  particular  account  of  the  M issionaries  employed 
hy  them  —  ol  the  places  to  which  they  are  sent — of  the 
apparent  success  of  the  Missions  —  of  the  state  of  the  Funds 
—  of  their  receipts  and  expendit ui'es  and  of  whatever,  relat- 
ing to  this  Institution  the  General  Associati(jn  shall  re(piire. 

XI.  The  Trustees  and  the  oHicers  of  this  Society  shall 
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enter  on  their  respective  offices  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
September  annually,  and  shall  continue  in  office  for  one  year. 

XII.  The  Trustees  shall  hold  their  first  meeting  at  the 
State-House  in  Hartford,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Septem- 
ber next,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  in  every  year  thereafter, 
they  shall  meet  at  the  same  time  and  place  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  General  Association. 

XIII.  If  on  experience  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  alter 
this  Constitution,  an  alteration  may  be  made,  by  the  General 
Association  at  their  stated  Session ;  but  not  without  having 
been  drawn  up  in  writing  and  lying  under  consideration  for 
one  year ;  nor  unless  at  least  two  thirds  of  all  the  members 
of  the  General  Association  shall  adopt  the  said  alteration. 

The  last  mentioned  Committee  were  appointed  to  draw  up 
a  Memorial  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  which  was  reported 
and  accepted  —  and  is  on  file. 

Voted,  That  D^"  Benjamin  Trumbull  and  the  Rev.  Nathan 
Strong,  or  either  of  them  be  a  Committee  to  present  the 
Memorial  and  Petition  of  this  Association  to  the  Governor 
and  Council. 

The  Reverend  Messi-^  Lockwood,  Clark,  Lee  and  Blatchford 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw  up  and  report  an  address 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  following 
address  was  reported  and  accepted.    See  the  Files. 

Voted  That  the  following  Civilians  and  Clergymen  be 
appointed  Trustees  of  the  Missionary  Society. 
Lieut.  Governor  Tread  well  Esq^ 
I  Jonathan  Brace  Esq-". 
(  Heman  Swift  Esq^ 
Roger  Newbury  Esq^ 
John  Davenport  Esq^ 
Joshua  Lathrop. 
Dr.  Trumbull 
Dr.  Edwards 
\  Levi  Hart 
Rev.  Mess'-s  >  Nathan  Strong 
)  Charles  Backus 
Cyprian  Strong 
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A  11(1  lew  Kiii^shiirv  IOs(j'.  was  ii)HM>iiit('(l  'J'leasurcr  aiui 
.Iitliii  Poi'lci-  I^s(|^  Auditor  of  llic  Missionary  Society. 

N'oiod  Tliat  the  Constitution  (tf  tin;  Missionary  Society, 
llie  M(ldr<'ss  and  tlie  Sul)S(Mij>t ion  papers  Ix;  printed  to  tlie 
nnnihei' of  500  co|)i('s  ;  —  and  the  liev  '  Natlian  Stronir  was 
clioscn  to  take  tlic  Ohai'tic  of  the  pri  nt  i  ii-j  of  tlie  same  and 
tiiat  the  <!\j)ciis('  of  piintiiiL:  he  paid  hv  tlic  ( '(Jinniittrr  of 
Missions. 

In  Session  of  tlu;  (Jcnci'al  Assin-iatioii.  tin-  siihjrct  of 
means  to  (hdVay  the  expense  of  onr  Dehi^ates  to  tlie  (ieneral 
Assembly  of  the  preshyteiian  Chnrches,  h(;in<^  nnder  consid- 
eration, Resolved  that,  the  follow  ini:-  persons,  Lieut.  Govoi  ikm- 
Treadwell,  flon.  J(niath.  l>race.  Rev.''  Nathan  Strong,  and 
Nathan  Pei'kins  he  a  Committee  to  devise  and  report  means 
to  onr  next  Session,  adeqnate  to  the  snpport  of  tlie  deleL^ates, 
vvhieh  is  so  nee(\ssary  for  union  and  interests  of  the  ( /liiirclies. 

Resolved  That  the  Rev.'  Seth  Williston  he  desired,  to 
make  as  fnll  a  Statement  as  he  is  ahle,  of  the  delicienees  of 
snjtport  while  lahorinii  as  a  Missionary  in  the  Western  settle- 
ments since  Jnne  1'^  171>7,  to  the  Committee  of  Missions: 
and  that  tlie  Committee  reward  him  as  they  reward  other 
missionaries. 

Voted  that  the  Rev  '  IVfess'^  James  Dana,  Nathan  Williams 
and  Thomas  Wells  Bray,  snhmit  all  their  accounts  of  the 
monies  lately  contrihnted  foi"  Missions  to  the  New  settlements 
to  he  audited  and  settled  hy  .hdm  Porter  Es(p.  Anditoi-  i)f 
accounts  of  the  Missionai-y  Soi-iety  of  Connecticut  ;  and  that 
they  pay  over  the  balances  which  are  in  their  hands  into  the 
hands  of  Andrew  KinL:sl>nry  l^]s(j'"..  Treasurer  of  said  Society, 
on  the  hrst  Wednesday  of  Sc^ptemher  next. 

Resol\(Ml  hy  the  CJenei'al  Association,  That  the  se\ernl 
associations  in  this  Slate  consider  the  following  Question  — 
Whether  Deacons  in  oui-  ('hnrches  ought  to  he  ordaiiUMl  l.y 
pi"ayer  A'  im|)osition  of"  hands:  and  that  they  send  their 
decision  of  the  question  t<»  the  next  general  association  w  ith 
their  reasons. 

N'oted,  That  the  next  Ceneral   Association  in  Jnne  3' 


OF  THE  COLONY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 


181 


Tuesday  1791)  be  holden  at  Hartford  at  the  House  of  the 
Uqy'K  Nathan  Strong. 

Passed  in  General  Association. 

Test  Nathan  Perkins,  Scribe. 


Samuel  Blatcliford 
David  Selden  — 
David  D.  Beebe  — 
Joshua  Leonard 
Joel  West 


Notes. 

Pastor  —  Bridgeport  — 1797-1 804. 
"  Middle  Haddam  — 1785-1825. 

Woodbridge  —1791-1800. 
"  Ellington  —1791-1798. 
East  Hampton  —1792-1825. 


I  799. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Association  of  tlie  State  of 
Connecticut,  holden  at  Hartford  tlie  3''  Tuesday  in  June 
1799  — 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  present  having  Certificates 
of  delegation  from  their  several  district  Associations. 

Toland  —  Nathan  Williams  D.  D.  and  Charles  Backus. 
Hartford  N  —  Nehemiah  Pj'udden  &  William  F.  Miller. 
Hartford  S  —  John  Smalley  —  William  Robinson. 
Windham  C^ — Thomas  Brock  way,  M.  C.  Welch 
Fairfield  E  — Sam'  Blatchford  —  Jolin  Ely 
Fairfield  W  —  Justus  Mitchel  —  Andrew  Elliot. 
Middlesex  —  E.  Parsons  — L.  Rockwell. 
Litchfield  N  — Jonathan  Edwards  D.  D.  Sam'  J.  Mills 
Litchfield  S  —  Simon  Waterman. 
New  London  —  Joseph  Strong  —  Levi  Hart. 
N.  Haven  —  Simon  Backus — John  Elliot. 
N.  Haven  W  —  David  Tuller  —  Bazalell  Pineo. 
Prom  the       i  John  Rogers  D.  D. 
Gen.'  Assembly  )  Robert  Finley. 

The  Rev.^^  Levi  Hart  was  chosen  Moderator. 
Samuel  Blatchford,  Scribe 
John  Elliot  Assist.^  Scribe 
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RECORDS  OK  THK  (JRNKHAL  ASSOf  lATION 


f  .JoiiatliJUi  KdwJiiils  IM). 
( 'oiiiiiiil  lee  j  Jolm  Sin;ill«'y 

lo  |>rr|i:ir('        Dockd      ]  Simon  AVjitcniian 

The  Associiil ion  wiis  opened  l»y  l*i;iyer  l»y  flio  Moderatin*. 
Article  1"^ 

Tlio  Report  of  llie  CoimnilhK;  iij)pointe(l  to  ]»rcsonl  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  (Jovernor  and  Council,  to  obtain  contrihnf ions  for 
the  siipporj  of  Missions  among  tlie  new  settlements  and  tlie 
Heathen  —  Resolved  that  the  Rev'  Nathan  Strong  he  |»re- 
pared  to  ]»res(Mit  a  written  i-epoit  on  tlie  snltject  tomorrow 
morning. 

Article  2. 

The  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  missionary  Society  — 
Recei})ts  A' expenditures  —  missions  —  State  of  tlie  Fund  — 
C  o  r  r  e  s  p  o  n  d  e  n  c  e  t^M ' . 

A  motion  was  made  hy  tlie  Rev''  wards  for  tlie 

iippropriation  of  one  lialf  of  the  funds  on  hand  for  tlie 
exjMess  jmrjtose  of  evangoli/ing  the  Ileatlien.  After  con- 
sultation on  lliis  motion  the  Association  adjourned  at  5 
o'clock  for  divine  service  —  the  hour  of  meetiuir  was  aj>pointed 
at  7  o'clock  tomorrow  morning —  A  prayer  l)y  the  Afoderator, 
concluded  the  associational  business  of  the  day. 

In  the  evening  a  Sermon  was  delivered  l>y  flic  Rev'  Moses 
C.  Welch  from  Mark  16  :  20. 

Wednesday  June  Prayer  l»y  the  Moderatoi*.  Afet 

according  to  ap]>ointment — The  snltject  oi'  I>r.  Edwards's 
motion  was  resumed. 

\'oted  by  the  ]\Iissionary  Society  of  Connecticut  lliat  one 
half  the  monies  contributed  for  the  su]»port  of  missions  on 
the  (list  sabbath  in  May  last,  if  one  half  of  the  monies  be 
yet  unappi-opriated,  l)y  tlie  Tiaistees  of  the  missionary  society, 
or  il  more  than  one  half  of  those  monies  be  already  appro- 
priated l)y  the  trustees,  that,  then,  the  whole  of  those  monies 
now  unapproj)riated  ought  to  he  applied  by  the  Trustees  to 
the  support  of  missionaries  among  the  heathen. 
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In  conformity  to  the  Resolve  passed  yesterday,  the  ReV 
Nathan  Strong  presented  a  report  of  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Committee  to  obtain  an  act  for  contributions  toward  the 
support  of  Missions.    No  1. 

Report  of  the  delegates  to  the  General  Assembly. 

The  delegates  appointed  by  the  General  Association  were 
unable  from  various  causes  to  attend  —  in  consequence  of 
wliich  at  the  request  of  the  Association  the  Rcv^^  Mr.  Finley 
gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  doings  of  tlie  General 
Assembly,  at  their  session,  together  with  the  most  pleasing 
intelligence  received  by  said  Body  of  the  success  of  the  gos- 
pel, in  several  places,  aud  the  outpouring  of  the  Divine  Spirit. 

By  a  Ballot  for  the  Trustees  of  the  Missionary  Society,  for 
the  ensueing  year,  the  following  Gentlemen  were  chosen. 

The  Hod.  John  Tread  well  Esqr. 
Hon.  lieman  Swift  Esq." 
Hon.  Roger  Newberry  Esq. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Brace  Esq.'^ 


Rev.'^  Benjamin  Trumbull 
Rev.*^  Nathan  Strong 
Rev.''  Cyprian  Strong 
Rev.''  Charles  Backus 
Rev.*^  Levi  Hart 
Rev.''  Nathan  Williams  D.D. 


Hon.  John  Davenport  Esq.'' 
Doct/  Joshua  Lathrop. 

By  a  Ballot  for  a  Treasurer  and  an  Auditor  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Missionary  Society  were  chosen 

Andrew  Kingsbury  Esq^  Treasurer 
John  Porter  Esq^  Auditor  of  accounts  — 
A  claim  of  compensation  for  missionary  services  being 
made  by  the  ReV'  Moses  C.  Welch,  on  the  part  of  the  Rev^^ 

Andrew  Judson  the  Rev'^  Mess.''«  Andrew  Elliot  &  E. 

Parsons  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  confer  witli  Mr. 
Welch  and  bring  in  a  report  on  the  Subject. 

On  motion.  Voted,  that  the  members  of  the  present  Asso- 
ciation, do  nominate  a  member  in  each  of  their  respective 
associations  to  be  a  Committee  of  Certification  — — 
The  following  gentlemen  were  chosen. 

Rev.  Dr  Lewis  Western  district  of  Fairfield  Coimty 
David  Ely  Eastern  do. 
Dr.  Trumbull  New  Haven  West 
Mr.  Eells  East 
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Jolm  I     otioii,  Middh'scx 
J(jse|)li  Siroiii:;,  \(^\v  liOiidMii 
Moses      Wcldi,  Wiiidli.tiii 
Dr.  Williiiiiis,  Tolland 
Xiitliaii  rcikiiis,  llaillord  Nurlli 

WiHiimi  Rul)iiis(jii,  Stjulli 

Saiiiiiol  (i.  Mills,  lii((ddirld  Noilli 
Daii  lliiiiliiiiitoii,  Suiilli 

Means  to  defray  the  expenses  oi"  the  dclei^ates  to  the  Gen- 
eral Asseml)!}'  Voted,  tliat  a  Conimittec  be  apjMiinted  to 

bring  in  a  report  (jii  the  snijjeet — vi/ :  Rev.  Charles  IJackus, 
Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Snialley. 

Several  papeis  relative  to  the  missionary  s(jcieiy  ami  Imsi- 
ness  were  lead. 

Dr.  Edwards,  at  liis  i-ecjnest,  was  disc'harL!,(Ml  from  tliu  Com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  lor  tlie  suj»[)(jrt  of  delegates  iV  I>r. 
N.  Williams  was  snbstitnted  in  his  room. 

The  Committee  for  tlie  alteration  of  the  i\salm  jJook  made 
report;,  whieh  gave  rise  to  a  lengthy  disenssion. 
•     The  Committee  of  ways  and  means  for  the  defraying  (►[ 
the  expenses  of  the  delegates  to  the  (Jeneral  Assendjly  of  tlic 

Presbyterian  Chnreh  reported  in  the  follow  in-j  woids  

'•The  Oenei'al  Association  ]>eiiig  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  maintaining  a  tree  intei'conrse  with  the  j>res- 
bytei'ian  Cluirches  in  the  U.  S.,  and  the  diHicnlties  wliicli  at- 
tend a  representation  in  the  (Jeneral  Assemljly,  while  <tnr 
members  are  left  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  journey, 
whieh  is  frequently  the  length  of  several  hundred  miles  ; 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Several  Associa- 
tions in  this  State,  to  lay  an  annual  tax  of  fifty  cents,  on  each 
t)l  their  members,  to  be  paid  to  a  receiver  to  he  appointed  in 
each  Association,  and  by  said  receivers  to  the  Ti-easurer  to 
be  annually  appointed  by  the  (Jeneral  Association  ;  said  sum 
to  be  paid  by  the  third  Tuesday  of  June;  and  the  Treasurer 
is  to  I'cnder  an  account  annuallv.  to  the  (Jeneral  Association, 
of  his  receipts  and  disbursements.  The  (Jeneral  Associa- 
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tion  also  conceive  it  expedient,  that  the  compensation  allowed 
to  each  of  the  three  delegates  be  fixed  at  eight  cents  pj  Mile, 
on  motion  the  above  report  was  accepted.    Tlie  Committee 

in  the  case  of  Mr.  Judson  made  report  No.  2.  on  which 

it  was  resolved,  that  the  General  Association  find  tiiere  is 
due  to  the  Rev.  Andrew  Jndson,the  sum  of  eighty  eight  Dol- 
lars, for  missionary  services,  performed  previous  to  the  for- 
mation of  the  missionary  society. 

On  motion  Voted,  That  the  following  proposed  amendment, 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  missionary  Society  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  do  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration  —  That  for 
the  words  "  Who  with  four  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  " 
in  Article  7^''  of  the  Constitution  be  substituted  the  words, 
"  who  v/ith  five  of  the  Trustees,  shall  be  a  quorum." 

Bills  of  mortality  were  presented  from  several  associations. 
On  motion  adjourned  at  >2  past  6  o'clock  P.  M.  to  past 
7  tomorrow  morning.    Concluded  with  prayer. 

June  20^''  The  Association  met  according  to  adjournment 
—  Began  with  prayer. —  On  motion  Voted,  That  the  Trustees 
of  tlie  missionary  society  be  requested  to  pay  the  sum  of 
eiglity  eiglit  Dollars  to  the  Rev.  Andrew  Judson,  found  due 
to  him,  according  to  a  previous  vote  of  this  Body, 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
next  General  Assembly  of  the  presbyterian  Church.  The 
Rev.'^  Nathan  Perkins,  Dr.  Lewis,  Dr.  Edwards. 

The  subject  of  Dr.  D wight's  alterations  of  and  additions  to 
Dr.  Watts'  version  of  the  Psalms  was  resumed  —  on  motion 
V oted.  That  whereas  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General 
Association,  two  years  since  to  apply  to  Doctor  Dwight,  to 
alter  Dr.  Watts'  version  of  the  Psalms,  have  reported,  that 
Dr.  Dwight  has  made  alterations  &c  —  Therefore  Voted,  That 
this  Association  examine  the  alterations,  and  additions  made 
by  Dr.  Dwight. 

The  general  Association  proceeded  to  examine  the  altera- 
tions and  additions  to  Dr.  Watts'  version  of  the  Psalms 
of  David,  made  by  the  Rev^'.  Dr.  Dwight,  and  finding  it  incon- 
venient to  finish  the  business  in  their  collective  capacity, 
24 
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Voted,  Tlial  il  Im' (  MnHiiilhMl  t<j  ;i  (.'niiiinittee,  consistiiij^  of 
foiii*  Minislcis  aj»jM)iiil(M|  hy  lliis  li()(ly,l()  l>e  joiiieil  ])y  a  coni- 
iiiittiM.',  couipost'd  of  an  ('(|iial  iiimilxT,  lo  Ik;  a[ijt(>iiit<Ml  by  lln- 
General  Assembly  ol  I  lie  rn'sliytrrian  (.Mhik-Ii  (jI  tin.*  LI.  S., 
wliicli  joint  c<)niniitt(M'  shall  be  ('ni)M»\ven'(|  lo  (;(jni|tl«'f e  flie 
examination,  Jind  to  recommend  it,  ii  tlun  think  jirojicr.  to 

the  general  use  ol  (he  dinrehes.  N'otecl,  also,  That  il  the 

(Jeneral  Assend)ly  shall  appoint  a  conimitte'e  lor  the  abovr* 
purpose,  that  this  joint  committee  sliall  meet  at  Stamford  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  June  in  tlie  year  ISOO  at  3  o'clock 
P.  M.  a  majority  of  which  shall  be  a  (pioriim. 

By  a  ballot  \ver(!  chosen,  the  Rev.  '  John  Smallcy.  Dr.  Lewis, 
Cyprian  Strong  A-  Joseph  Stroni:'  to  be  a  Committee  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Association,  in  compliance  with  thr  pre- 
ceding vote. 

The  opinions  ol  the  several  associations,  on  the  <pi<.'sti<»ii 
referred  to  them,  for  their  consideration  —  ''Whether  it  be 
duty  to  ordain  Deacons  by  j)rayer  and  Imposition  of  hands" 
were  called  for;  and  it  appearing,  that  several  associations 
had  not  scut  forward  written  answers  to  tlie  al>ove  (juestion. 
a  decision  on  this  subject  was  j)ostponcd,  and  tlie  several 
associations  who  are  delicient,  were  desired  tu  send  their 
opinions  in  writing,  with  their  reasons  to  the  next  General 
Association  and  the  Register  is  dcsiied  to  send  the  returns 
now  made  IVom  several  associations  to  the  next  (Jeneral 
Association. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Nathan  Perkins  be  a])poiiited  t<» 
preach  the  Concio  ad  Clerum.  \'oted.  That  the  Rev  '  Moses 
C.  Welch  be  appointed  the  second  preacher,  on  the  evidences 
of  Christianity,  the  evening  i)reccding  the  next  Commence- 
ment at  N.  Haven. 

Contributions  in  the  New  Settlements  Ac.  \'ote(l,That  thr 
Missionaries  to  the  front iei's  be  instructed.  ])rudently  to  en- 
courage contributions  from  the  xarious  places  throuLih  which 
they  itinerate,  to  aid  the  missionary  funds:  and  that  they 
account  with  the  Trustees  of  the  missionary  Society,  for  the 
annual  amount  of  sucli  contributions. 
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The  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  General  Association 
to  correspond  witli  ministers  in  London,  members  of  the 
board  of  Trust,  called  the  Fund,  that  a  determinate  method 
of  recommending  persons  coming  from  G.  Britain  wliose 
standing  as  Ministers  is  good,  be  fixed,  Reported,  that  no 
Letters  had  been  received,  in  answer  to  those  written  to 
London  on  the  above  subject. 

Voted ;  That  the  same  Gentlemen  be  continued  a  commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  viz  :  Rev^  Dr.  Benjamin  Trumbull, 
Rev^  Dr.  D wight,  and  Rev^  Samuel  Blatchford. 

On  motion  adjourned  at  i  past  9  o'clock  until  5  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning.  June  21. 

Met  according  to  adjournment  —  Began  with  prayer. 

A  Committee  consisting  of  three  members  were  chosen  to 
correspond  with  the  General  Convention  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, and  to  propose  a  plan  of  Union  between  that  Body 
and  the  General  Association.  The  Committee  chosen  were 
the  ReV^^  Mess'*^  Levi  Hart  and  Joseph  Strong. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  vote  of  a.  former  Association  respecting 
Bills  of  mortality  be  rescinded. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  former  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
with  the  Massacliusetts  Convention  be  continued.  . 

Voted,  That  the  Rev^'  Mess''^  Cyprian  Sti-ong,  Charles 
Backus  and  Nathan  Strong  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  addi- 
tional Rules,  for  the  regulation  of  the  business  of  the  Gen' 
Association ;  and  that  they  report  to  the  next  session  of  the 
G.  Association. 

List  op  Candidates. 

Marsfield  Steel  — Bolton 

Robert  Porter  —  Farmington 

Salmon  King  —  N.  Hartford 
Tolland       Sylvester  Dana  —  Wilksbury,  Pennsylvania 
County        Henry  Davis  —  East  Hampton,  L.  Island 

Josiah  B.  Andrews  —  Southington 

Vinson  Goold  —  Sharon 

A  masa  Jerom  —  Stockbridge  Massa.^^ 
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^  Asa  M<'a(*li  —  Prcsloii 
(  Isaac  JoiH's  Jr.  —  \.  Haven 
[  Lyman  Bcecher  —  N.  Ihivcn 
j  John  Niles  — Colclicslcr 
\  Stcplicn  Williams — Woo<ist(jck 
]  'rimotliy  Willianis —  D" 
)  Asa  Lymnn  —  LclKinon 

'  Timntliv  FicM  —  Ciiiiruid 
\ 

^  (iillel 

^  'JMiomiis  l^olthins  —  Norfolk. 

Voted,  That  tiie  next  meistinj;-  of  the  Cencral  Association 
be  liolden  at  tlie  liouse  of  the  Rev.  Ammi  R,  l^^ltltins.  at 
Norfolk  on  tlie  third  tuesday  in  Jnne. 

Voted:  That  the  Rev.''  Ahel  Flint  he  Trcnsnrer  of  the  C-n- 
eral  Association. 

Voted:  That  the  follouinii' (J(;nllenien  he  receivers  (»f  the 
monies  to  be  collected  fi'oni  tlie  particnlar  Associations. 

Tolland  — Rev.  Dr.  Nathan  Williams 

Hartford  N.  —  Nathan  Sti'ong 

 S.  —  William  Robinson 

N.  Haven  E.  —  Mattli^^'  Noyes 

N.  W.  —  Hazaleel  Pineo 

Litchfield  N.  — Samnel  J.  Mills 

 S.  —  Backus 

N.  London  —  Samuel  Nott 

Middlesex  —  Elijah  Parsons 

Fairfield  E  — S.  Blatchford 

 W —  Hezekiah  Ripley 

Concluded  with  Prayer. 

Lkvi  Hart,  Moderator. 

Samiikl  I^latchkoim).  Scribe. 


West(M-n 
district  in 
N.  Haven 

Windham 

N.  Haven 
East 

Lilchlield 
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The  following  is  the  copy  of  Minutes  found  by  Brother 
David  I).  Field,  and  by  him  left  with  tlie  Register,  suggesting 
a  seeming  expediency  of  their  entry,  somewhere,  among  the 
records  of  Connecticut  General  Association,  viz. : 

At  a  convention  of  the  committees  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  tlie  Presbyterian  churcli  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  &  the  General  Association  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, on  Wednesday,  the  11^'^  of  September,  1791,  in  the 
Chapel  of  Yale  College  :  Present  — 

Rev.  Mess"  John  Witherspoon  D.D.,  Alexander  M'  Whorter 
D.  D.  &  Jedidiah  Chapman,  members  of  the  committee  from 
the  General  Assembly  :  & 

Rev.  Messrs  Elizur  Goodrich  D.D.,  Benjamin  Trumbull, 
Levi  Hart,  Jonathan  Edwards  D.D.,  Timothy  Dwight  D.D., 
members  of  the  committee  from  the  General  Association. 

The  convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Witlierspoon. 

Dr.  Rogers  was  cliosen  Cliairnian,  &  Dr.  Dwight  Scribe. 
Dr.  Rogers  not  being  in  the  house,  Dr.  M'Whorter  was 
requested  to  take  the  chair. 

After  conversing,  sometime,  on  the  business  of  the  meet- 
ing, the  convention  was  adjourned  until  tomorrow  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M. —  prayer  being  made  by  Dr.  M' Whorter. 

Thursday  3  o'clock  P.M.,  the  convention  met,  according 
to  adjournment.  Dr.  Rogers  &  Mr.  Tennant  were  present  & 
the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Rogers. 

An  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  convention  of  the 
Massaclmsetts  congregational  Ministers,  May  26,  1791,  was 
read  &  is  as  follows  viz  : 

In  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  congregational  Minis- 
ters May  26t''  1791,  an  address,  signed  Elizur  Goodrich  & 
Enoch  Huntington,  respecting  a  general  union  of  the  congre- 
gational &  presbyterian  churches,  throughout  tlie  United 
States  of  America,  proposed  by  the  General  Association  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  read:  Whereupon,  Voted. 
That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Willard,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Howard,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Haven,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Belknap,  &  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bradford, 
be  a  committee  of  correspondence  on  the  subject. 

Attest  John  Clark,  Scribe. 
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Dr.  Slilcs  joiiK'd  fill*  coiivoiitioii    AiiUtv  d«.'lil>«,MatinL'' 

oil  (>l»j(M!ls  <>r  llic  mectiiiir,  a  c«miiiiitteo,  consist iii<j  of  \h-. 
iMcWIiorh'i-,  Mr.  j.inaii,  Air.  Triinil.iil I ,  Ilarl  and  tlir 
Scrihe,  was  Ji|»|»()inl('d  lo  prepare  a  d i'aii^''lil ,  A  i-ejMtrl  il. 
toniori-ow  iiioi-iiiii!i. 

The  com  cut  ion  was  then  adjoni'iKMl  until  lonioiiow  iii<»in- 
inii",  at  nine  o'ch)civ,  then  to  meet  in  th(i  eliapcd,  »V  eonchidcd 
witli  pi*ayor. 

Fri(hiy  niorninu;,  9  o\d()ck,  tlic  convention  met  a<'eordiii«_r 
to  adjournnient,     the  nieetini]^  was  opened  with  prayei'. 

Thv  coniniittoe  aj>pointed  y(^ster(1ay,  hi^aiiilit  in  llieir  rejiort  ; 
wliich  l)ein,ii'  I'cad,  considered,  aniendc<l,  aj»proved  is  as 
follow?,  vi/  : 

Consi(h'iing  tlic  ini])ortance  of  nnion  \  harmony  in  the 
cliristian  Clmrcli,  tlic  dnty  incnmhent  on  ail  its  ]>astors  A* 
ministers  to  assist  each  other,  in  jnomctt  ini:-,  as  tar  as  possihle. 
the  general  interests  of  the  Redeemers  kingdom  ;  A'  consider- 
ing, fnrther,  that  divine  providence  appears  to  be  now  f>pening 
the  door  for  pursning  these  invaluable  objects,  witli  a  ha|>py 
prospect  of  success : 

This  convention  are  of  0])inion,  that  it  will  he  conducive 
to  these  important  ends,  that  a  standing  committee  of 
correspondeiiei^  l>e  appointed,  in  each  Jkxly.  wh(>se  dnty  it 
shall  he,  by  fieqiient  Letters,  to  communicate  to  each  othei-, 
whatevei'  may  i>e  nmtnally  useful  to  the  chnrches,  under  their 
care,  &  to  general  interests  of  the  Redeemers  kingdom  ; 

That  each  Body  should  from  time  to  time  apjjoint  a  c«tm- 
mittee  consisting  of*  —  (^Here  is  a  blank  in  the  original 
Minutes,  to  wdiich  the  following  note  in  tlie  margin,  seems 
directly  appended,  vi/ :  The  idaidv  marked  with  an  asterisk, 
was,  thi'ough  a  mistake,  not  tilled  nj) :  A  the  i-onvention  was 
dissolved,  befoi'e  this  mistake  was  discovered.  Ihit  six  of 
the  gentlemen  ot  the  e<  »iivenl  ion.  vi/ :  oof  each  committee, 
unanimously  gave  their  opinion,  that  it  would  lie  most 
advantageously  tilled  up  l>y  the  word  'Thrtr)  who  shall  have 
right  to  sit  in  the  other's  general  meeting.  —  make  such 
ciHuinunieat  ictus  as  shall  i>e  directed  by  their  l  espectix  e  con- 
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stituents  —  &  deliberate  on  such  matters  as  shall  come  before 
the  Body;  but  shall  have  no  right  to  vote:  that  effectual 
measures  be  mutually  taken  to  prevent  injuries  to  the 
respective  churches  from  irregular  &  unauthorized  preachers  ; 
to  promote  this  end,  the  convention  judge  it  expedient,  that 
every  preacher,  travelling  from  the  limits  of  one  of  these 
churches  into  those  of  the  other  ;  shall  be  furnislied  with 
recent  testimonials  of  his  regular  standing,  &  good  character 
as  a  preacher,  signed  by  tlie  Moderator  of  the  Presbytery,  or 
of  the  Association,  in  which  he  received  his  license,  or,  if  a 
Minister,  of  his  good  standing  &  character,  as  such,  from  the 
Moderator  of  the  Presbytery,  or  Association,  where  he  last 
resided;  &  that  he  shall  —  previously  to  his  travelling,  as  a 
preaclier,  into  distant  parts,  further  receive  a  recommenda- 
tion from  one  member,  at  least,  of  a  standing  committee  to 
be  hereafter  appointed  by  each  Body,  certifying  his  good 
qualifications,  as  a  preacher :  also  that  the  names  of  this 
standing  committee  shall  be  mutually  communicated :  &, 
also,  that  every  travelling,  &  recommended,  as  above,  & 
submitting  to  the  stated  rules  of  the  respective  churches, 
shall  be  received  as  authorized  preachers  of  the  gospel,  & 
cheerfully  taken  under  the  patronage  of  the  Presbytery,  or 
Association,  within  whose  limits  he  sliall  find  employment, 
as  a  preaclier :  &  that  the  proceedings  of  the  respective 
Bodies,  on  this  report,  be  communicated  to  our  Brethren  of 
the  congregational  &  presbyterian  churches,  throughout  these 

States  

The  convention  then  —  being  concluded  with  prayer,  by 
the  chairman  was  dissolved.  .....    The  above  are  true 

Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention. 

,       .   -r       T>  )  Chairman  of  the 

Attest  John  Rogers,  }  ^ 

)  Convention 

Timothy  Dwight  Scribe. 

The  original  paper  —  handed  in  by  Brother  Field  —  is  in 
the  package  of  Gen.  Assoc^  files,  for  1815  — meeting  at 
Dan  bury. 
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